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From the Pastor’s desk at Cross Lutheran Church-NALC, 

As a young boy, our son Aaron, would not eat green 

vegetables. If there were “little bits of green things” in 

the hot dish, pizza, or soup, he would either carefully 

pick out each little piece or simply refuse to eat it. There 

were times when I would help out in the kitchen and my 

specialty for the evening would be soup. I had learned 

from my mother how to make pretty good soup from 

whatever was in the refrigerator or freezer. You can 

imagine that no two batches of soup were identical! 

If there were green peppers or green beans in the refrigerator, I would add 

those to the soup, too. I must admit that even though I’ve never followed a written 

recipe for my soup, it has turned out quite good, if you ask my wife and kids. 

Everyone around the table would enjoy the soup, no questions asked, except 

Aaron. “What are those little green things in the soup?” he would ask and then 

begin to pick them out. You can imagine how loved and appreciated the cook may 

have felt! 

When I mentioned this to my mother, she told me to simply put the green 

vegetables in the blender, chopping them up very fine, and then add them to the 

soup. I tried her suggestion on the next batch of soup I made for the family, and 

everyone liked it, especially Aaron! I think he even had seconds! 

In our journey with Christ, there are times we may decide that we just don’t 

like something because it is new to us, or it makes us uncomfortable, or we don’t 

think it is good for us. We decide without trying it, without sampling it, or tasting it 

first.  

If we trust others to walk with us, gently holding our hand, encouraging and 

guiding us, maybe we won’t be so fearful of those “little bits of green things.” Paul 

wrote in 1 Corinthians 3:2, “I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not 

ready for it”, as he continued to guide the church in Corinth toward discipleship.  

What a difference from two years ago! As of Wednesday, February 9th, Cross 

Lutheran Church and School no longer requires the wearing of masks within its 

buildings. So… 

Are you ready for solid food? 

Then, don’t miss these opportunities to gather together for food, fellowship, 

and worship. All are welcome to attend the Cross Lutheran Soup Suppers every 

Wednesday evening at 5:30 pm, beginning on March 6th and continuing for the 

next four Wednesdays ending on April 6th in the Cross Lutheran gymnasium. 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Preparing for Worship 

March 2 - Ash Wednesday 

1R – Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13), P – Psalm 138, 2R –1 Corinthians 14:12-20, G – Luke 5:1-11 

March 6 - First Sunday in Lent 

1R - Deuteronomy 26:1-11, P – Psalm 91:1-13, 2R – Romans 10:8-13, G – Luke 4:1-13 

March 13 - Second Sunday in Lent 

1R - Jeremiah 26:8-15, P - Psalm 4, 2R - Philippians 3:17 - 4:1, G - Luke 13:31-35 

March 20 - Third Sunday in Lent 

1R - Ezekiel 33:7-20, P – Psalm 85, 2R – 1 Corinthians 10:1-13, G – Luke 13:1-9 

March 27 - Fourth Sunday in Lent 

1R - Isaiah 12:1-6, P - Psalm 32, 2R - @ Corinthians 5:16-21, G - Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

Please invite (or better yet bring) a friend or neighbor to enjoy a simple meal and a time of fellowship with 

you and others. Everyone is welcome! 

Please note that our youth will be helping each Wednesday as a service project. Also, there will be a 

wide variety of soups served, so plan to come each week to enjoy them all!  

After the meal, we will gather in the church sanctuary at 6:30 pm for our weekly Lenten Service. We 

will be using the Holden Evening Prayer Service, which allows the congregation to participate in song 

throughout the service. I know that many of you are familiar with this service and can help lead others that 

may be unfamiliar with it. 

By the way, our son Aaron, now eats green “things” in hot dishes, pizza, and soup, and as a parent is 

busy introducing those new “little green things” to his children. 

“For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone 

to teach you again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, 

not solid food,  for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of 

righteousness, since he is a child.  But solid food is for the mature, for those 

who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to 

distinguish good from evil.” (Hebrews 5:12-14) 

 In His Service,  Pastor Glenn Sokolowski 

(Continued from page 1) 

March 2 - Ash Wednesday @ 6:30 pm 

March 9 - Lenten Service @ 6:30 pm 

March 16 - Lenten Service @ 6:30 pm 

March 23 - Lenten Service @ 6:30 pm 

March 30 - Lenten Service @ 6:30 pm 
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PARISH LIFE MEETING 

 
Parish Life met February 19

th
 at 1:00 in Pastor’s conference room.  Members present:  Paul 

Schuette, Dawn Hendricks, LuAnne Sokolowski, Nancy Schuette and guest, Gwynne Barry. 
 
Pastor opened with prayer. 
 
Gwynne presented to us the plans of having a soup supper during Lent, beginning March 9

th
 thru 

April 6
th
.  They will be held in the gym with confirmation students helping serve and clean-up.  The 

menu will consist of 3 hearty soups, bread, crackers, cheese, and 1 dessert (cake, bars, cookies, 
or cupcakes).  Milk, water, and coffee will also be available.  The meals will be served at 5:30 pm.  
Other groups will be asked to serve a Wednesday night supper.  Council, Music, Outreach, Prop-
erties, and Quilters will be contacted to take a turn.  Parish Life will help as needed. 
 
Easter breakfast will be held between the 7:00 and 9:30 services in the gym.  Parish Life will help 
as needed. 
 
Our next meeting will be March 18

th
 at 1:00 pm. 

 
With no other business, the meeting closed with The Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Schuette, chairman  
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March Birthdays 

1 Robin Buschlen 

3 Al Licht 

4 Mark Fritz 

 Larry Smith 

5 Bonnie Schulz 

6 Joshua Barry 

 Peggy Licht 

 Kevin Ohlrogge 

7 Leanne Schuette 

 Aaron Smith 

8 Ben Smith 

 Chad Sturm 

12 Henry Lange Jr. 

13 Joshua Kunisch 

16 Kolton Smith 

 Haidyn Krzeszewski 

17 June Sturm 

20 Jena Zimmerman 

21 Raylene Henkelmann 

22 Alissa Peterson 

24 Emily Sturm 

25 Emalee Fritz 

 Wesley Trowbridge 

26 Terry Collison 

27 Nicholas Trost 

 Robin Krzeszewski 

28 Lonnie Schulz 

29 Martin Knost 

29 Jim Licht 

30 Jeff Buchholz 

 Roberta Danks 

 Olga Renn 

 Kobain Smith 

Celebrate 

 

Remember Those at Home... 

Delores Elftman, Elaine Licht, and Martin Knost 

Those in Need of Extra Special Prayer...  

Rachel Higgins, Larry Smith, Michelle Walsh, Anna House, Janet 

Schumacher, Susan Beller, Kyle Walker, Noah Adams, Bill 

Hurdelbrink, Delores Johnson, Inez Buchholz, Whitney Peyerk, 

Kay Schuette, Roberta Danks, Posie Tuckey, Corey Messing, 

Marvin Trost, Kevin Faupel, Ezra Sturm, Deann Lewis,  

Hope Kittel, and Robert Krzeszewski. 

 

Those in Honorable Service Our Country... 

Nathan Schulz and Ryan Schulz, U.S. Marines, sons of 

Lonnie Schulz & grandsons of Bonnie Schulz, 

Nicholas Swanson, U.S. Air Force, son of Randy &  

Suzie Swanson & grandson of Nancy Schuette. Michael Cox, 

U.S. Navy, son of Kim Sears. 

Worship and Music Ministry 

February 1, 2022 

Members present: Barb Degg – chair, Beth Elston. Peg McCrim-
mon, Karen Schuette 

Karen Schuette opened with prayer. 

Special Service dates were announced: 

 *Ash Wednesday – March 2 – with Communion – 6:30pm 

 *Wednesday Night Lenten worship – March 9, 16, 23, 
 30, April 6 – at 6:30pm 

 Holden Prayer service will be used 

 *Palm Sunday – April 10 – 9:30am 

 *Maundy Thursday – April 14 – w/Communion – 6:30pm 

 *Good Friday – April 15 – 6:30pm 

 *Easter Sunday – April 17 – 7am and 9:30am 

Motion by Beth to adjourn. Karen seconded. Motion carried. 

Next meeting – Tuesday, March 1, 2022 at 3pm. 

Adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Schuette 
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From the Desk of...Carrie Ward 

Hello from the 1-2 classroom! We have been 

busy with so many fun things to celebrate. From 

Valentine’s Day to our most recent Two’s Day (2-22-

22), the excitement level has been high. We even 

managed to go on a field trip to Safetyville! And don’t 

forget about the snow days! Even though we have 

missed so many days of school because of snow and ice, 

we have been working hard when we are here to keep 

up with our learning.  

As we move into the new month I am looking 

forward to the peace that the Lent season brings us. I 

look forward to teaching my students how to reflect 

and give thanks for what Jesus has done for us. I am 

forever giving thanks for working in a place where I 

can talk with my students about the love that God has 

for them. To start and end our day with prayer, to 

teach them to ask the Father for help in all things, to 

help them see how the stories we read in the Word 

apply to them even now, these are all great gifts. It is 

my prayer that the truths that are sown into their 

hearts and minds now will continue to grow in them 

their whole lives. What a blessing it will be for these 

students to be able to say that they have known the 

Lord their whole life long. Thank you for being faithful 

to offer a place 

for this kind of 

teaching and 

l e a r n i n g  t o 

happen. May the 

Lord bless you 

f o r  y o u r 

faithfulness.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

March Calendar 

3/7 - 3/11 Lutheran Schools Week 

3/11  No School 

3/25          End of 3rd Grading Period 

3/28 - 4/1     No School - Spring Break 

SUNDAY SCHOOL - will be starting on 
March 6th promptly at 8:45 am.  
Students ages 3 years through 8th 
grade will meet in the gym for an 
opening and then go to their rooms (3 yr
-Kdg, 1st-4th gr, and 4th-8th gr.)  They 
will be dismissed at 9:25 am.  Teachers 
are needed for these sessions.  
Curriculum will be provided in advance.  
Please consider sharing your love for 
God with our youth in this way.  You can 
sign up for one or more Sundays from 
March through May  Feedback will be 
welcomed to plan for Sunday School in 
the Fall.  High School students will meet 
at 8:45 am in the conference room 
beside Pastor Glenn’s office. Pastor 
Glenn is looking forward to being their 
teacher! 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH EVENT - There will be a Youth 

Event for PS-High School students on 

Tuesday, March 1 from 5:00 - 6:15 pm in 

the gym.  We will be celebrating FAT 

Tuesday with special treats and activities.  

We will be selecting prayer partners for the 

Lenten season.  Pastor Glenn will also talk 

about Ash Wednesday.  This will be a great 

event as we begin our Lenten journey.  

Direct your youth’s RSVP to Gwynne Barry 

at (989) 551-2452 by 2/22/22. 
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These gifts were received to 

the glory of God in memory 

or honor of the following 

people: 

In memory of Lois Geppert 
for Cross Building fund: 

Bruce Baur 

Neil & Connie Herford 

Terry & June Sturm 

 

In memory of Lois Geppert, 
for Cross Music fund: 

Richard & Carole Mead 

 

In memory of Lois Geppert, 
for Cross Lutheran Church: 

Gary & Christina Forhan 

Gary & Mary Dolland 

Robert & Nancy Oaks 

Brian & Maureen Nelson 

Bill & Muriel Hurdelbrink 

Louis & Dorothy Colletta 

Mike & Jeanne Sting 

Don & Barb VanHove 

Carol Diener 

Diane Byers 

Denny & Leanne Smith 

David & Ruth Golm 

Stuart & Mary Arends 

Melanie Tamas 

Cheryl Geppert 

 

In memory of Eunice 
Richmond, for Cross Building 
fund: 

Bruce Baur 

Karen Anklam 

Olga Renn 

Neil & Connie Herford 

Nancy Schuette & family 

Randy & Suzie Swanson 

Norm & Tonja Nelson 

 

In memory of Eunice 
Richmond, for Cross 
Lutheran Church: 

Ervin Haley 

Rod & Vicki Swartzendruber 

Denny & Leanne Smith 

Marvin & Alice Trost 

Jim & Teresa Roestel & family 

Rob, Deb, & Dorothy Henne 

Donna Schuette 

Tim & Shirley Schuette 

Harold & Louise Swartzendruber 

Craig Schuette 

Ron & Cherilyn Diebel 

Randy Schuette 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ben & Chris Crump & family 

Jerry & Michele Harbuck 

Randy & Cheryl Sturm 

Cindy Siemen 

Karen Smithers 

Delores Lange 

Robert & Selma Thiel 

Brink’s Transfer, Inc 

 

In memory of John Knott Jr., 
for Cross Lutheran Church: 

Nancy Schuette 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to turn your 
clocks ahead 1 hour on 
Sunday, March 13th!! 
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CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 

Tuesday, January 11, 2022 

 

(Proposed Minutes to be approved at February Council Meeting) 

The meeting was called to order by Church Council President, Michael 
LePage, at 5:33 p.m. 
Present:  Krisie Fritz, Nancy Heck, Nancy Schuette, Norman Nelson, Dick 
Koehler, Matt Zimmerman, and Steve Schulze. 
Absent:  Pastor Glenn S. Sokolowski  
Guests:  David Faupel, Mackenzie Roestel, Karen Schuette, Mike Sting, and 

Beth Elston 

 

DEVOTIONS:   Mike LePage opened the meeting with prayer . 

AGENDA:   Matt Zimmerman made a motion to approve the agenda with corrections by removing two items 
from the proposed Agenda, seconded by Dick Koehler.  Motion carried. 
 
MINUTES:   Dick Koehler made a motion to approve the proposed December Minutes, seconded by Matt 
Zimmerman.  Motion carried.  
 
GUESTS:   Mike Sting and Beth Elston gave a presentation regarding possible options for  the future of the 
organ.  Currently they are not ready to give a recommendation to council.   
 
In other matters, Mike Sting reported on the survey for the Wednesday service.   Wednesday evening services 
will now be addressed through the Worship and Music Committee.  They are looking at creating and 
implementing a congregational survey for input.   
 
Pew coverings was also addressed with Mike Sting and is below under “Old Business”.    
 
Mike and Beth were excused at 6:14 pm.     
 
OFFICER REPORTS:   
 
Mike LePage, President 

Mike LePage reported that the Daycare Board has recommended hiring Mackenzie Roestel who has been 
certified by the State and has all the qualifications to fill the position of Director.   If hired, a one-year 
contract would be signed effective January 11, 2022, and her pay would be retroactive to January 1, 2022. 

 
A motion was made by Dick Koehler to hire Mackenzie Roestel as the Daycare Director, a one-year 
contract to be signed effective January 11, 2022, and her pay to be retroactive to January 1, 2022, seconded 
by Matt Zimmerman.  Motion carried. 

  
Krisie Fritz, Secretary – Communications:   

Thank you received from Gwynne Barry for Christmas Scrip card gift. 
 

Nancy Heck, Treasurer – Nancy Heck gave her monthly report as presented.   
 
Motion was made by Krisie Fritz to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented, seconded by Steve 

Schulze.  Motion carried. 
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GUESTS PRESENTATIONS AND REQUESTS: 

David Faupel gave his School Repor t as follows: 

Christmas Palooza was rescheduled for January 13, 2002.   Masks are required for all in attendance.   Dress 

rehearsals will be at 1:00 pm and 7:00 pm. 

End of first semester is January 21, 2022.  

Robotics tournament will be held in Lapeer on January 22, 2022. 

No school on January 31, 2022, Cross is following Laker’s schedule.   

Basketball season will be held with rural and North Huron schools.  All spectators will be required to wear 

masks. 

David Faupel made a proposal to School Board and the board is recommending that staff members no longer 

need to wear a mask.   

 

A motion was made by Dick Koehler to support the recommendation of the School Board, Steve Schulze 

seconds the motion for further discussion.  Individual roll call was taken, and the vote was 1 yes, 7 no.  

Motion was defeated and will be revisited at the February council meeting.   

 
Mackenzie Roestel gave the Ear ly Childhood Center  Repor t as follows:  

Mackenzie Roestel reported that there have been no COVID-19 exposures. 
75 enrolled 
18 staff employed, interviews taking place this week 
26 children on waiting list 
Day Care Board is recommending coming up with a COVID-19 Testing/Quarantine room.  Mackenzie 

reported there has been a loss of $17,381.00 due to COVID-19 closures from September through 
December 2021.  An individual that tests positive are sent home.   If exposed and tested negative they 
would go to Quarantine room and continue to be tested for 5 days.  Julie, Infectious Disease Specialist 
from Scheurer Hospital, and the Huron County Health Department approved of the Day Care plan.   
Testing would be done on site during a window set time.  Scheurer Hospital would train someone to do 
the testing.   Next step is for Mackenzie to make the call to the State for their approval.      

 
A Motion was made by Nancy Heck to use the Family Room as a testing area and a quarantine room for 
day care, when necessary, seconded by Dick Koehler.  Motion carried.   
 
ADVISOR’S REPORTS 

PASTOR’S REPORT:   
Christmas Eve Worship Service:  4:00 pm and 8:00 pm 
Christmas Day Worship Service:  9:30 am 
Attended Worship and Music Committee meeting 
Conducted a Pastoral Care and Transition Worship at Redeemer Lutheran Church, Owosso, MI 
Pastor is currently in quarantine having COVID-19 and is unable to attend this meeting. 

 
SCHOOL BOARD REPORT:    

Dick Koehler wants the Ad Hoc committee that was formed to start meeting.    
Dick Koehler reported that Michelle Smith has requested approval to hold a fish fry on Friday, April 8, 2022 

(Friday before Good Friday).  Dick Koehler will make sure the office has this on their calendar.    
 
A motion was made by Matt Zimmerman to allow Michelle Smith to hold a drive-through fish fry on 
Friday, April 8, 2022, seconded by Nancy Schuette.   Motion carried. 
 
MINISTRIES REPORTS – TRUSTEES: 
Property:   Matt Zimmerman gave an oral repor t as follows:  

Floor tile work that was recently done in the school is not satisfactory to the Properties Committee and will 
not pay the contractor until the work is corrected.  Kitchen tile is satisfactory.  

Still need to put dimmer in.    
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Music & Worship:    Pew recover ing update was given under  “Old Business”. 
 
Stewardship:  Norman Nelson had nothing to repor t.    
 
Mission Outreach:   Kr isie Fr itz updated Council (see under  Old Business). 
 
Parish Life:   Nancy Schuette questioned whether  coffee hours should continue at this time or  be cancelled.   
Discussion followed.   Coffee hours will be cancelled until February 14, 2022.   It will be further discussed at the 
next council meeting in February.    

 
Youth:  Steve Schulze had nothing to repor t. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

Church Pew Recovering – Lorraine LePage from Mission Outreach contacted the Properties Committee to 
see if they would be willing to assist with the hard labor of this project, and they have agreed to.  Mike 
Sting will be responsible to line up workers and Neil Herford will oversee the project.  Mission Outreach 
will be responsible for expenses involved with the fabric and recovering of the pews.   

  
NEW BUSINESS: 

School Security – Dick Koehler gave a presentation on a security device made by Night Lock in Michigan.  
Dick recommends placing the security devices on all doors.  Dick and David Faupel will be attending 
active shooter training at Lakers.    

 
A motion was made by Nancy Heck to order enough security devices for all doors in the school and church 
with the Properties Committee being responsible for installation, seconded by Norman Nelson.  Motion 
carried. 
 

Mandatory Mask Wearing – Cross mask policy was revisited.   Discussion followed.  Mandatory mask 
wearing for all worship services and to be revisited at each council meeting going forward.   Masks will 
be optional for children under the age of 14.  Chapel to follow church and school guidelines.  One call 
will be utilized to contact parishioners.   

 
A motion was made by Nancy Heck to make mandatory mask wearing for all individuals in the church 
and school, children under the age of 14 would be the responsibility of their parent of whether to mask 
their child and it would take effect starting on Sunday, January 16, 2022; seconded by Matt Zimmerman.   
Motion carried. 

 
Funeral meals – Meals in the school gymnasium must be catered.    
Schedule Evaluation for Pastor & Staff – Mike LePage will review this matter, David Faupel is responsible 

to evaluate school staff and School Board needs to evaluate David Faupel.   
Annual Meeting – February 13, 2022, immediately following the service.    

 
OTHER BUSINESS:    
Dick Koehler will deliver some of the envelopes that are sitting in mailboxes.   Please look to see if you can 
assist Dick with delivering any of the envelopes to your family, friends, and neighbors. 
 
Next Council Meeting – Tuesday, February 8, 2022, at 5:30 p.m.  
 
Good things around the table were shared by all.  
 
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 7:52 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Krisie Fritz, Secretary 
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The Ministry of Mission Outreach would like to thank everyone who 
helped with the reupholstering of the church pews.  The many helping 
hands of all ages joined together to get this project completed under the 
leadership of Neil Herford and the Properties Ministry.  We are also in the 
process of replacing the worn out altar cushions and hoping that the new 
cushions will be completed before Easter.  Mission Outreach has funded 
these projects from the Cross Family Garage Sale proceeds.  We are 
blessed with all your support.   

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 
 

The Fish Fry at Cross will be Friday, April 8, 2022. 
We will need lots of volunteers! We will be doing a 
drive through only.  Watch and listen for updates, 
needs, and how you can serve!  There will be flyers 
for distribution on the welcome desk along with sign-
up sheets.  If businesses or individuals would like to 
donate please contact Leanne at 989-553-4241. 
Looking forward to working together on this Thrivent 
sponsored project. 

PEW 

PROJECT 
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Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 

200 Ruppert Street 

Pigeon, MI 48755-0050 

www.crosslutheranpigeon.org 

Never look down on anybody unless you are helping him up. 


