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From the Pastor’s desk at Cross Lutheran Church-NALC, 

 

“Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love” (Joel 2:13) 

 

 I enjoy all the seasons here in Michigan, and when the 
fall weather begins to slowly move in on my summer activities, 
I am reminded of the need to prepare for the arrival of the next 
season. Transitioning from Winter to Spring and then to the 
Summer is quite easy, but the Fall sends a special signal that 
alerts us of the need to focus on things that will eventually 
require our attention. It is a season of preparation. 

 In the Spring, we gladly shed our heavy winter coats 
and snow boots to put them away for another year. I remember 
each year when the first snowflakes fell, my mother would 
make us wear our snow boots or “galoshes” as she would call 
them, every time we would go outside. I couldn’t wait until the 

Spring when she would finally give us the okay to go outside without boots. 
The feeling of walking on dry ground once again made me happy and was 
worth the wait. 

As summer arrives, the warm sun invites us to kick off our shoes, wear 
shorts and tee shirts, and other summer wear. Outside activities in the sun 
warms our bodies and tans our skin. We feel energetic. We enjoy vacation time, 
and family and social gatherings. If the weather cooperates, our days can be 
productive and our evenings relaxing before the sun begins to set.  

But without warning, the wind begins to feel different, the sky displays 
different cloud formations, the weather may change in a matter of minutes, and 
the cooler temperatures in the evening hint that a light jacket may be a good 
thing. 

The Cross Lutheran Church also experiences similar changes with each 
season. In the Spring, Sunday School and Confirmation classes come to an end 
as well as Cross Lutheran School days. Fellowship after church is put on hold. 
Church committees take a break. Plans for an “endless” summer are on the top 
of the list and the main focus for many.  

But as a dinner bell rings as a reminder for supper and as the school bell 
rings at the end of summer to gather teachers, staff, and students, the Cross 
Lutheran Church bell rings each Sunday morning as a reminder for all to gather 
together each week in God’s house. 

Fall is a time of harvest for those who have planted seeds in the spring 
and have nurtured and cared for their steady growth throughout the summer. As 
a new church year quickly approaches, I pray visible changes of a new season 
help you to refocus on the changes that you may make as an active member of 
Cross Lutheran Church. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Preparing for Worship 

September 4 - Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

1R – Deuteronomy 30:15-20, P – Psalm 1, 2R –Philemon 1-21, G – Luke 14:25-35 

September 11 - Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

1R - Ezekiel 34:11-24,  P – Psalm 119:169-176, 2R – 1 Timothy 1:(5-11) 12-17, G – Luke 15:1-10 

September 18 - Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

1R - Amos 8:4-7, P - Psalm 113, 2R - 1 Timothy 2:1-15, G - Luke 16:1-15 

September 25 - Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

1R - Amos 6:1-7, P – Psalm 146, 2R – 1 Timothy 3:1-13, G – Luke 16:19-31 

 

In preparation of this new season of change, have you faithfully taken time to make personal 
changes in your church life? Thinking about it is the first step, but have you really considered making 
any active changes? There are many opportunities and ways to begin. For example, are you worshiping 
at least once or twice a month at Cross Lutheran Church or any church? Do you regularly volunteer to 
serve on the church council, a church committee, or even during fellowship after worship services?  
Can you teach a Sunday School class once a month?  

If time to volunteer is lacking, can you support the church in other ways, possibly by increasing 
your giving? Or maybe for some, just start giving, maybe $5.00 weekly? If volunteering is difficult and 
increasing your current giving doesn’t interest you, will you set aside time each day to pray for those 
who need prayer?  

“Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; then your barns 
will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.” (Proverbs 2:9) During this season of 
harvest, your individual time, talents, and treasures are most welcome, and most necessary to the 
ongoing mission of Cross Lutheran Church.  

 

“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) 

 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor Glenn 

(Continued from page 1) 

Remember Those in Need of Continued Prayer...  

Lydia Decker, Robbi Shaffer, Muriel Hurdelbrink, Dorothy Henne, Joe Stodola, Matt Edler, Janet Schumacher, 

Dave Jarvis, Larry Adams, Al Collison, Rachel Higgins, Michelle Walsh, Anna House, Susan Beller, Hope Kittel, 

Bill Hurdelbrink, Delores Johnson, Inez Buchholz, Noah Adams, Kyle Walker, Whitney Peyerk, Kayle 

Thepsourinthone, Kay Schuette, Roberta Danks, Posie Tuckey, Corey Messing, Marvin Trost, Kevin Faupel, 

Ezra Sturm, Deann Lewis, Robert Krzeszewski, Delores Elftman and Martin Knost. 

Those in Honorable Service Our Country... 

Nathan Schulz and Ryan Schulz, U.S. Marines, sons of Lonnie Schulz & grandsons of 

Bonnie Schulz, 

Nicholas Swanson, U.S. Air Force, son of Randy & Suzie Swanson & grandson of 

Nancy Schuette. 

Michael Cox, U.S. Navy, son of Kim Sears. 
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 3 Ken Schulze 
 5 Kristi Krohn 
  Janis Elftman 
  Adelyn Kunisch 
 6 Taylor Ann Licht 
 8 Kevin Trost 
 14 Jack Sturm 
 18 Allison Yackle 
  Norm Nelson 
 19 Inez Buchholz 
 20 Elizabeth Higgins 
 21 Beth Elston 
  Andrew Trost 
 23 Lori Smith 
 24 Richard Mead 
 26  Tim Schuette 
 27 Kirsten Shupe 
 28 Victoria Yackle 
 29 Violet Messing  
 30 Erica Kish 

 2 Mike & Connie Eden, 44 years 
  Ken & Betty Licht, 55 years 
 3 Al & Peggy Licht, 39 years 
 6 Bill & Jan Love, 53 years 
 11 Steve & Patty Schulze, 
  51 years 
 14 Bill & Muriel Hurdelbrink, 
  70 years 
 20 Alex & Patty Cucinello, 
  36 years 

 

 

Women of Faith 
Devotional/Bible Study 

The next two meeting dates are 
Saturday, September 10 and 
Saturday, October 15. We have a 
new beginning time of 9:30 AM 
and are done in approximately one 
hour. Books are still available and 
you are welcome to join in at any 
time. Please speak with LuAnne 
Sokolowski or contact the church 
office if you are interested.  
Our devotional book cost is $11. 
If you would like to preview the 
book, you can take one from the 
shelf in the overflow area near the 
mailbox unit. 

Our congregation says Goodbye to 
the Henkelmann’s and wish them 
well in the new chapter in their lives.  
Anyone wishing to stay in contact 
with them can use the following 
address: 

Fred & Raylene Henkelmann 
Stoney Point Meadows 

1900 Stoney Point Rd. SW #301 
Cedar Rapids, IA  52404 

 
 

Mission/All 
Saints 

Sunday will 
be celebrated 

on 

Sunday, 
  November 6, 2022, 

with a program and dinner to 
follow the service. 

Our guest speaker will be Mary 
Bates, NALC Disaster Response 

Coordinator. Families attending 
will be asked to provide a salad or a 

dessert to add to the menu being 

prepared by Parish Life, Mission 
Outreach and the Quilters. 

Celebrate 

A MESSAGE FROM 

PARISH LIFE 

MINISTRY 

Dear church members 

and friends:  

We are so happy to 

be enjoying our 

fellowship time  

following worship. 

The Parish Life 

Ministry group is 

looking for other 

ministry committees 

(or small  groups of 

friends, families) to 

share in providing the 

fellowship time snacks. 

If you cannot set-up 

and clean-up, please 

inform LuAnne 

Sokolowski. We are 

primarily looking for 

snacks and hosts. 

If you would like to 

help, please sign up on 

the bulletin board sign-

up sheet (located near 

the utility room).  

If you have any 

questions about what to 

bring or what to do, 

please contact 

Nancy Schuette or 

LuAnne Sokolowski. 

Phone numbers can be 

obtained by calling the 

church office. 
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2022/2023 

David Faupel - Principal/6-8 grade 

Brian Wright - 6-8 grades Science 

Gwynne Barry - 3-5 grades 

Carrie Ward - 1-2 grades 

Leslie Eberly - DK - KDG/Music 

Nicole Shupe - DK-KDG Support 

Sara du Toit - Title 1 teacher 

Don Starks - Band 

Jenna Maust - Piano/1-2 gr. Support 

Jenny Turner - Art Teacher 

Chris Smith - PE Teacher 

Marcine Moore - Hot Lunch & Custodian 

Cynthia Powell - Kitchen Asst 

Karen Kunisch - Secretary 

 

 

 

. 

From the Desk of...David Faupel 

 

School is back in session!  Our school theme this year is 
“Fear Not!” Our theme verse comes from Isaiah 41:10.  
“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am 
your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will 
uphold you with my righteous right hand.”  There are 
many unsettling things happening in our world right now, 
and certainly many folks are experiencing much fear and 
anxiety.  Fortunately we have a God who is sovereign, 
takes care of us, and works everything for good.  He tells 
us we do not have to fear!  We need to be reminded of 
this often, and we want our children to truly experience 
God’s peace rather than fear.  FEAR NOT! 

 

We are blessed to have some new staff members joining 
our team this year.  Mr. Brian Wright will be teaching 6th-
8th grade science.  Mrs. Jenny Turner will be teaching 
Art for each classroom two days per week, and Mr. Chris 
Smith will be teaching PE three days a week.  Mrs. Cindy 
Powell will be assisting in the kitchen this year.  We are 
excited with these new staff additions and grateful for all 
of our returning teachers and staff.  God has provided an 
amazing group of people who have answered His call to 
serve at Cross Lutheran School!  FEAR NOT! 

 

Our school enrollment continues to grow.  We have 68 
students enrolled at Cross this year. The majority of our 
classrooms are full to capacity.  We are grateful to be 
able to use the church multipurpose room again this year 
for band and piano classes, which take place daily from 
9:00-11:15.  We appreciate the flexibility and generosity 
of the church congregation to allow us to use this space 
and all of the ways you support the ministry of the school.  
God is doing great things here!  FEAR NOT! 

September Calendar 

9/02 NO School 

9/05 NO School - Labor Day 

9/06      School resumes 

9/21 Picture Day 

 



5 

 

Cross Lutheran CEA/PTO Board Meeting Minutes 

August 12, 2022 

Present: David Faupel, Lindsay Stachowiak, Ashley Shetler, Michelle Walsh, Becca Yackle 

Agenda 

Michelle opened in prayer. 

PTO Calendar events for the year. We reviewed the list that we started last year and made some 

edits (see attached). We discussed having all fundraisers being 50% towards tuition and 50% to-

wards the PTO balance.  Allowing families that don’t want the tuition assistance to allocate all funds 

towards the PTO.  

Treasurer’s Report 

Our current balance is $4,591.57, $1,446.75 is allocated for playground equipment.  

New Business 

Back to School Picnic/Open House: August 24
th
, 2022 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm Becca will pick up 

the majority of the food from Costco next week.  Lindsay will get the watermelon a couple days be-

fore the event.  Ashley made the motion to rent a dunk tank and the bounce house with the slide 

from Caro Rentals, Lindsay seconded, motion carried.  We will need to get volunteers from teach-

ers/Pastor/School Board Members/etc to sit in the dunk tank.  

Opening Chapel: We will provide parents/guardians with PTO event list and provide sign -

up sheets for the pancake breakfast on the back tables.  Ashley made the motion to provide each 

school staff member with a $15 Emma’s Gift Card to welcome them back for the new school year.  

Michelle seconded; motion carried.  David will distribute them to the staff.   

We discussed the possibility of a fall event as a get together for the kids, but are going to hold 

off until after the school year starts.  Ideas were a Fall Harvest Party, Carmel Apple Bar.  

Playground Equipment fundraising is still a big focus.  Lindsay is willing to keep up with this and 

look into any grants we may be eligible for.  We will need to be forming a committee soon with 

someone from Properties from the Church, and also someone from the Daycare to begin working 

on this all together.   

A Winter Event Auction Fundraiser had been brought up to Michelle by Kim Leipprandt, Saman-

tha Bismack and Rita Herford.  Upon looking at the calendar the potential dates we think could 

work would be February 11, 2023 or March 18, 2023.  She will give them that information and have 

them start getting things in motion.   

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, August 31
st
 at 1:30 pm.  Ashley will prepare an email with this 

information, also asking if anyone has an interest in joining the Playground Committee, letting par-

ents know about the upcoming events for the year, and sending out a survey to determine the best 

time for PTO meetings.   

David closed in prayer.  
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Meeting to plan Mission Sunday 

August 24, 2022 

A special meeting of the Mission Out-

reach, Parish Life, and the Quilters met 

to discuss and plan Cross Lutheran 

Church Mission Sunday.  Those is at-

tendance were Krisie Fritz, Tonja Nel-

son, Kay Schuette, Lorraine LePage, 

Paul Schuette, Pam Sturm, Nancy 

Schuette, Dawn Hendricks, Bonnie 

Schulz, Eileen Johnson, Jeanne Sting, 

LuAnne Sokolowski and Pastor Glenn 

Sokolowski. 

A prayer was given by Krisie Fritz. 

Mission Sunday and All Saints Day will 

be celebrated on November 6, 2022.  

Mary Bates, Coordinator of NALC dis-

aster response, will be the guest speak-

er. 

A dinner after the service on that day 

was discussed.  Meat, potatoes, baked 

beans and dinner rolls will be provided.  

Salads and desserts will be brought by 

the congregation.  A sign up sheet will 

be put out later to see how many will be 

coming. 

Pastor will check with David Faupel to 

see if the school children could sing at 

the service and then provide a short 

program after the service.  A special of-

fering will be taken for the NALC and 

given to Mary Bates.  Monetary or gift 

cards from Walmart, Lowes or Home 

Depot were suggested. 

The Handy Helper list needs to be up-

dated.  LuAnne will work on this. 

The meeting was then adjourned with 

The Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, Tonja Nelson 
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CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

Tuesday, August 9, 2022, (Pending approval at August Council 

Meeting) 

The meeting was called to order by Church Council President, Matt 

Zimmerman, at 7:01 p.m. 

Present:  Matt Zimmerman, Kristy Carriveau, Dick Koehler, Al Licht, 

John House, Norm Nelson, Kim Sears, Jason Shaw, Pastor Glenn S. 

Sokolowski and Nancy Schuette. 

Guests:  David Faupel  

DEVOTIONS:   Pastor  shared a devotion and prayer . 

 

AGENDA:  Kim Sears made a motion to approve the Agenda, seconded by Dick Koehler, Motion carried. 

 

MINUTES:   Al Licht made a motion to approve the Minutes, seconded by John House.  Motion carried. 

 

GUESTS PRESENTATIONS AND REQUESTS: 

David Faupel reported for Cross School:  

Pastor and David working on a “Statement of Faith” for all teachers and support staff. 

School Theme: “Fear Not!” 

Total students enrolled for 2022-2023: 71 

DK/K: 17 1st/2nd: 20 3rd-5th: 21 6th-8th: 13 

Open House August 24 

First Day of School- August 29 

School has joined MHSAA which enables Cross students to participate on Laker school teams 

Matt Zimmerman and David Faupel reported for Day Care: 

Daycare to start paying a portion of the utilities 

The board is seeking guidance on how to structure board, i.e., bylaws, term limits, etc.  

 

OFFICER REPORTS:   

Matt Zimmerman, President- Nothing to report.    

Kristy Carriveau, Secretary – Nothing to report. 

Kim Sears, Treasurer- Reported that we’re $200 short on the next mortgage payment. Several measures are 

being taken to communicate the need including a phone blast, printing the actual numbers in the bulletin, and 

also in the newsletter. Motion was made by John House  to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented, 

seconded by Al Licht,  carried. 
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ADVISOR’S REPORTS 

PASTOR’S REPORT:   

Attended 2022 NALC convocation online, August 5 

Pastor Steve Hartten leaving Peace Lutheran Church in St. Joseph, MI and will no longer be the Mission 

District Dean, Pastor Jess Abbott, Area Assistant to the Bishop will be the interim Michigan Mission 

District Dean 

Confirmation classes starting Wednesday, August 31 

Confirmation for ninth graders will be on Sunday, October 30 

 

SCHOOL BOARD REPORT:  Dick Koehler, School Board President  

Ad hoc committee for extension of school needs to meet 

Safety locks will begin to be installed and will be done before school starts 

 

MINISTRIES REPORTS – TRUSTEES 

Property: Al Licht- nothing to report 

Music & Worship: John House repor ting 

An informational article concerning the church organ appeared in the August newsletter  

Revising usher list and duties 

Stewardship: Norm Nelson- Nothing to report 

Mission Outreach: Nancy Schuette - Nothing to report 

Parish Life: Nancy Schuette - Church council will sponsor the coffee hour on 9/11 

Youth: Jason Shaw - Salem Methodist about doing joint youth events  

 

OLD BUSINESS:  None 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Price of daycare hot lunch will stay at $3.00 Motion was made by Dick Koehler to accept, seconded by Jason 

Shaw.  Motion carried. 

Approval of school staff for the 2022-2023 school year Motion was made by Dick Koehler to accept, seconded 

by Al Licht.  Motion carried. 

Discussion of whether to raise base salary of teachers will need to be re-visited. 

Refrigerator money- sale of refrigerator money to go to hot lunch fund Motion was made by John House to 

accept, seconded by Jason Shaw.  Motion carried. 

Music Director evaluation- Beth Elston would like an evaluation done this fall, Pastor proposed the 

following people would do the evaluation: Matt Zimmerman, Karen Schuette, John House, Jason Shaw and 

Pastor Glenn. Motion was made by Dick Koehler to accept, seconded by Kim Sears, Motion carried. 

Confirmation- discussion about Confirmation on Reformation Sunday 

Communion- discussion about Holy Communion 

Next Council Meeting – Tuesday, September 13, 2022, at 7:00 p.m.  

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 9:20 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, Kristy Carriveau, Secretary 
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Worship and Music Ministry 

August 2, 2022 

 

 Organ update – An informational article concerning our organ appears in the August newsletter. 

 We discussed Music Staff Review and will conduct in September. 

 We discussed Worship and Music Budget needs and will submit to Council by October. 

Mission Outreach Ministry 

June 15, 2022 

Meeting was called to order by Lorraine LePage at 6:38 p.m.  Those in attendance were Lorraine 

LePage, Kay Schuette, Krisie Fritz, Connie Eden, Kim Delpiere and Trustee, Nancy Schuette.    

Guests attending were Pastor Glenn Sokolowski, and Dick Koehler.    

A prayer was given by Lorraine LePage. 

Dick Koehler and Pastor Glenn presented the present By-laws that need to be updated by Mission 

Outreach.   Also, Dick presented an example from another NALC church.   Our ministry will work 

on these and our goal will be to have it completed in September 2022.  Once the new document is 

presented, there can be no changes during the 90-day window.  It was also noted that there would 

be no council meeting in July.   Dick was excused at 6:57 p.m. 

The minutes of May 17, 2022 were read and approved. 

Treasurer’s Report was given.  We have a balance of $5,917.31 to date.   Bills outstanding to be 

paid Tribune $23.00 and Huron County View $67.00.   

Garage Sale Review – Suggestions or Ideas given for next year were as follows: 

Cash only to be added to the flyer.  
Church and school information available for the public. 
Sign for holding area.   
Facebook thank you. 
Lack of workers “younger age”.  Need to call or text ahead of time.   
2-gallon Ziploc bags worked well for linens.    
Ongoing concern about security regarding day care.    

 
It was noted that our first garage sale was in 2010, $1,802.40 was collected.  It was also noted that 
we have raised over $50,000.00 since the beginning.   This year we collected $5,100.00. It was 
noted that we should speak to Properties regarding how many chairs would be needed in the future 
for the overflow area and look into the possibility of funding that purchase.       
 
Mission Sunday was discussed with Pastor Glenn.  He is open to having it in the fall or winter.    
Krisie will contact Mary Bates with NALC Disaster Response if she could come and speak in Octo-
ber or November.    
 
There will be no meeting held in July.   

Meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 

200 Ruppert Street 

Pigeon, MI 48755-0050 

www.crosslutheranpigeon.org 

The beautiful thing about learning is nobody can 
take it away from you. 


