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From the Pastor’s desk at Cross Lutheran Church-NALC, 

At the start of each new year, many have observed a 

tradition of making new resolutions as a way to “ring 

out the old and ring in the new.” In this sense, the 

definition of the word, ‘resolution,’ is to make a firm 

decision to do or not to do something. Can you 

remember the resolutions you made around this time 

last year? Were you able to keep them? 

I made a promise to myself last year to study my 

Biblical Greek at least once a week to be more fluent in my reading and 

speaking Koine or “common” Greek. Sounds pretty exciting, doesn’t it? I 

did quite well with this resolution for the first two weeks of the year, but 

even with my best intentions, it fizzled! Looking back, I think it became 

difficult because I studied by myself. Studying by yourself is about as 

exciting as exercising and lifting weights by yourself. (By the way, 

exercising and lifting weights was one of my unsuccessful New Year’s 

resolutions in the early 90s!) 

For example, if you were to make a New Year’s resolution to attend 

church worship services every Sunday for a whole year, that would be a 

wonderful promise! But what if you were the only one sitting in the church 

each week. Alone, you may do quite well the first couple of weeks, but 

eventually after sitting by yourself, your willpower would weaken without 

the support and interaction of others. Praying out loud and singing hymns 

may not be something that you would look forward to doing all by yourself 

each week. 

But what if the parishioners of Cross Lutheran Church were to gather 

together to make just one resolution? One firm decision together that would 

point our enthusiasm and excitement as a church body in one direction while 

fueling our individual energies as the church that Christ intended. I believe 

through the support, interaction, and gifts we each possess, Cross Lutheran 

Church could follow through in “making a firm decision to do or not to do 

something!”  

In his book, God at Work, Gene Edward Veith writes, “In God’s 

design, each person is to love his or her neighbors and to serve them with 

the gifts appropriate to each vocation. This means that I serve you with my 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Preparing for Worship 

January 2 - Second Sunday of Christmas 

1R – 1 Kings 3:4-15, P – Psalm 119:97-104, 2R –Ephesians 1:3-14, G – Luke 2:40-52 

January 6 - Feast of Epiphany 

1R - Isaiah 60:1-6, P – Psalm 72:1-11 (12-15), 2R – Ephesians 3:1-12, G – Matthew 2:1-12 

January 9 - Baptism of Our Lord 

1R - Isaiah 43:1-7, P - Psalm 29, 2R - Romans 6:1-11, G - Luke 3:15-22 

January 16 - Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

1R - Isaiah 62:1-5, P – Psalm 128, 2R – 1 Corinthians 12:1-11, G – John 2:1-11 

January 23 - Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

1R - Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10, P - Psalm 19:(1-6) 7-14,  2R - 1 Corinthians 12:12-31, G - Luke 4:16-30 

January 30 - Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

1R - Jeremiah 1:4-10 (17-19) P - Psalm 71:1-6 (7-11),  2R - 1 Corinthians 12:31 - 13:13, G - Luke 4:31-44 

Remember Those at Home... 

Delores Elftman, Elaine Licht, and Martin Knost 

Those in Need of Extra Special Prayer...  

Tom Shupe, Michelle Walsh, Anna House, Dale 

Schuette,Pat Azarovitz, Janet Schumacher, Su-

san Beller, Al Collison, Connie Eden, Eunice 

Richmond, Kyle Walker, Noah Adams, Bill 

Hurdelbrink,  Delores Johnson, Inez Buchholz, 

Whitney Peyerk, Kayle Thepsourinthone, Kay 

Schuette, Roberta Danks, Posie Tuckey, Corey 

Messing, Marvin Trost, Allen Koehler, Kevin 

Faupel, Ezra Sturm, Deann Lewis, Hope Kittel, 

and Robert Krzeszewski. 

 

Those in Honorable Service Our Country... 

Nathan Schulz and Ryan Schulz, U.S. Marines, 

sons of Lonnie Schulz & grandsons of Bonnie 

Schulz, 

Nicholas Swanson, U.S. Air Force, son of Randy 

& Suzie Swanson & grandson of Nancy 

Schuette. Mi- chael Cox, 

U.S. Navy, son of Kim 

Sears. 

talents, and you serve me with your talents...From the beginning…

God ordained that we be in relationships. He ordained that we need 

each other…we are all in this together.” 

Once again, we are blessed with a New Year in which to move 

forward one day at a time together in the name of Christ. Yes, we are 

all in this together! So what are your thoughts? How can we move forward this year combining our 

talents, skills, treasures, and discipleship resolving to work together in our church and community? 

We begin by praying for God’s guidance and then, together we resolve to… 

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those 

who are called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) 

In His Service,  Pastor Glenn Sokolowski 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Birthdays 

3 Lisa Gray 

3 Phil Schadd 

4 Paul Schadd 

7 Kyle Yackle 

8 Elaine Licht 

9 Miranda Hartel 

10 Ken Licht 

 Barb Degg 

 Dana Young 

11 Michelle Walsh 

 Jessica Peterson 

12 LuAnne Sokolowski 

14 Anna House 

17 Karen Anklam 

19 Dale Schuette 

20 Denny Smith 

21 Vickie Forster 

23 Gene Parsell 

24 Brenda Smith 

 Cordelia Trost 

 Greg Yackle 

26 Lori McKenzie 

 Alice Trost 

28 Heather Koroleski 

29 Dave Elftman 

 Connie Herford 

 Tonja Nelson 

31 Gary Forster 

 

 

 

Anniversaries        
12   Kevin & Betty Grimaldi, 4 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate 
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From the Desk of...Sara du Toit 

 

A Very Happy December To All!  I hope 
this finds everyone well and enjoying 
time with loved ones.  Our time in 
Middle School has been a busy one 
over the last few months but also a time 
of growth.  As the are learning new 
things and given challenges they are 
making an effort to put others first.  The 
school theme this year is “Work 
Together” and every student is looking 
for ways to do this even when things 
don’t always fo as planned.  We recently 
had the Christmas Fair which was such 
a fun afternoon for the kids.  There were 
so many wonderful items for the kids to 
surprise family with and they had a 
great time working together to find the 
perfect gift.  It has been a great 
beginning to another school year and it 
is going to be exciting to see how each 
and every student continues to grow 
throughout the rest of the year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cross School Basketball Schedule 
 
Mon. 1/17 - at Home vs Rural Schools  
  5 pm 
Tues. 1/18 - at Home vs North Huron 
  6 pm 
Mon. 1/24 - at Home vs Rural Schools 
  5 pm 
Thurs. 1/27 - Away at North Huron 
  6 pm 
Mon. 2/7 - Home vs Rural Schools 
  5 pm 

January Calendar 

1/03    School resumes 

1/21     End od 2nd grading period           

1/21     1/2 day of school 

  1/31     No school 
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These gifts were received to 

the glory of God in memory 

or honor of the following 

people: 

In memory of Lucille Ziel, for 

Cross Lutheran Church: 

Carol Forster 

 

In memory of Arlene Emming, 

for Cross Lutheran School: 

Sheila Yackle 

 

In memory of Robin Pereira, 

for Cross Lutheran Building 

fund: 

Fred & Raylene Henkelmann 

 

In memory of Harold Deering, 

for Cross Lutheran Building 

fund: 

Shirley Deering 

 

In memory of M&M Adam 

Stueck, for Cross Lutheran 

Building fund: 

Shirley Deering 

 

In memory of Lois Geppert, 

for Cross Lutheran Building 

fund: 

Shirley Deering 

Jack & Pam Sturm 

 

In memory of Lois Geppert, 

for Cross Lutheran Church: 

Tim, David & John Marcotte 

Marc & Cheryl Rankin 

 

In memory of Don Arndt, for 

Cross Lutheran Building 

fund: 

Carol Diener 

Jack & Pam Sturm 

 

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Will meet on Wednesday, 

1/5/2022 at 1:30 pm in church.  

We are studying lesson 7 in the 

book The Letter of Paul.  The 

title is Colossians - The Two 

Natures.  Join us as we read 

and study the letters of Paul. 

 

Mission Outreach Ministry 

December 13, 2021 

The meeting of the Mission Outreach Ministry was called to or-
der by Lorraine LePage.  Those in attendance were Lorraine 
LePage, Tonja Nelson, Lori Smith, Nancy Heck and Krisie Fritz. 
 
A prayer was given by Lorraine LePage. 
 
The minutes of the November meeting were approved as pre-
sented. 
 
The treasurer’s report was given and approved as presented. 
 
Correspondence was read. 
 
Lori Smith reported that 211 shoeboxes had been packed, 
picked up, and mailed out.  Thank you to the school children 
and the people who donated to this project and the workers 
who assisted the children with packing the boxes. 
 
In new business the church pews were discussed.  Nancy Heck 
made a motion to bring before the church council the idea to 
reupholster the church pews and the cost would be covered by 
the Mission Outreach Ministry group.  Krisie Fritz seconded the 
motion.  It will be presented at the council meeting in Decem-
ber. 
 
Christmas cards were addressed and will be mailed out this 
week. 
 
The group will not be having a January meeting. 
 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 
with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Tonja Nelson 
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CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

 
Tuesday, November 9, 2021 

(Proposed Minutes to be approved at December Council Meeting) 

The meeting was called to order by Church Council President, Michael 
LePage, at 5:40 p.m. 
Present:  Pastor Glenn S. Sokolowski, Krisie Fritz, Nancy Heck, Nancy 
Schuette, Norman Nelson, Dick Koehler, Pat Azarovitz, and Steve Schul-
ze. 
Absent:  Matt Zimmerman 
Guests:  David Faupel, and Karen Schuette 

DEVOTIONS: 

6 And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it 
and found none. 7 And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit on 
this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ 8 And he answered him, ‘Sir, 
let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure. 9 Then if it should bear fruit next year, 
well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” (Luke 13:6-9) Pastor closed with prayer. 

AGENDA:  Dick Koehler made a motion to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Pat Azarovitz.  
Motion carried. 
 
MINUTES:   Nancy Schuette made a motion to approve the proposed October Minutes with corrections, 
seconded by Dick Koehler.  Motion carried.  
 
GUESTS:   None 
 
OFFICER REPORTS:   
Mike LePage, President - None 
  
Krisie Fritz, Secretary – Communications:  Read a letter from SOLA Publishing requesting a year end do-
nation.  Cross will not send a donation at this time. 
 
Nancy Heck, Treasurer – Nancy Heck gave her monthly report as presented, together with the proposed 
Budget for 2022.    
 
Motion was made by Pat Azarovitz to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented, seconded by Krisie 
Fritz.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion was made by Nancy Heck to approve the 2022 Budget as presented with income of $500,450.00 
and with matching expenses of $500,450.00 and present to the congregation for a vote at the Annual 
Budget Meeting on Sunday, December 5, 2021, seconded by Steve Schulze.  Motion carried.  
 
GUESTS PRESENTATIONS AND REQUESTS: 
 
David Faupel gave his School Repor t as follows: 
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 First marking period ended on Friday, November 5th. 

 STEAM Day – students learned different projects from the following presenters: 

 Lyle Gascho and George Gardy, wood working 

 Jennie Turner, painting 

 Leanne Smith, Ukrainian eggs 

 Scott Whipple, virtual reality 

 Approximately 200 shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child were filled by Cross students on Monday, 

November 8th.  

 Grandparents Day to be held with a chapel service on Friday, November 12th. 

 Robotics tournament will be held on Friday, November 19th. 

 Teachers will attend Lutheran schools teaching conference in Fort Wayne, Indiana on November 21-23, 

2021.  School board will cover 2 meals, expenses of 2 rooms, and will refund mileage at the federal rate.  

School funds will pay for the expenses incurred.    

 School is providing t-shirts in the amount of $125.00 for 5 Honor Band students. 

 

David Faupel and Mike LePage gave the Ear ly Childhood Center  Repor t as follows: 

 Approximately 50 children in day care. 

 Mackenzie Roestel is working on her credentials and hoping to have it completed by December 1, 2021. 

 Cameras needed in Day Care, exterior, gym and hallways to protect our employees, etc…No cameras in 

classrooms at this time.   Covered cost will be covered by the Day Care.   Working on additional grants 

of $10,000.00 for cameras.  We are still working out the details and want to be able to add on to the sys-

tem later, if needed.    

 

ADVISOR’S REPORTS 

 

PASTOR’S REPORT:   
 Pastor’s Vacation October 4th to October 29th  
 Gwyn Zimmerman’s Confirmation Day, October 31, 2021 Reformation Sunday 
 
Motion was made by Pat Azarovitz to approve Gwyn Zimmerman as a member of Cross Lutheran 
Church, seconded by Dick Koehler. Motion carried.  
 
Motion was made by Krisie Fritz to have Pastor Glenn S. Sokolowski and Michael LePage as official 
signers of the signature card of the NALC Mission District account at Thumb Bank and Trust, se-
conded by Dick Koehler.  Motion carried. 
 
Discussion was held regarding several other matters.    
 
SCHOOL BOARD REPORT:   Dick Koehler  gave his repor t as follows:     
 School board is working on adopting a Covid isolation and guidance protocol. We would like to adopt a 

policy that Scheurer hospital is using. We have been following the policy, but now it will be in written 
form.    

 Will continue to work on the mulch project in the Spring.  
 

Motion was made by Dick Koehler to adopt the Covid policy that is used by Scheurer Health Care for 
the School and Day Care, seconded by Nancy Heck.  Motion carried.    
 
Motion was made by Dick Koehler to add Pat Azarovitz from Properties and Mike Viers from 
Scheurer Health Care to the Ad Hoc Committee. 
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Ad Hoc Committee has been formed and consists of the following individuals: 

 Mike Viers, Scheurer Health Care 

 Michael LePage, President  

 Dick Koehler, Vice-President of School board 

 David Faupel, Principal  

 Neil Herford, Properties 

 Pat Azarovitz, Properties 
 

MINISTRIES REPORTS – TRUSTEES: 

Property:   Matt Zimmerman absent, Pat Azarovitz gave an oral repor t as follows:  

 Faucets were replaced in the school bathrooms.   

 Shelves were built in the choir room. 

 Freezers were installed in the school. 

 Mansard roof was shingled. 

 Calking was completed on the connector windows. 

 

Music & Worship:   Pat Azarovitz wasn’t present for the meeting.  Karen Schuette presented an oral re-
port from the Worship and Music minutes. 

 
Stewardship:  Norman Nelson had nothing to repor t. 

 

Mission Outreach:   Kr isie Fr itz/Nancy Heck – had nothing to report. 
 

Parish Life:   Nancy Schuette repor ted as follows:  

 Nancy stated that she still needs people to sign up for coffee hours.  There will be no coffee hours on the 

upcoming holiday weekends. 

 

Youth:  Steve Schulze had nothing to repor t. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 

A. Wednesday Church Service – Dick Koehler is conducting an informal survey as to who would at-

tend.   There will be no Advent or Thanksgiving services planned for this year. 

 

B. Scheurer Hospital – Day Care Commitment – Mike LePage read the Letter of Agreement from 

Scheurer Hospital.  Cross is to receive $30,000.00 for the next four years.  Level of priority consider-

ation is Cross members first, Scheurer Hospital employees second, and then other individuals from 

the community would follow.  We currently have 16 families (36 children) from Scheurer using our 

Day Care.  

 

Moton was made by Dick Koehler to accept the Letter of Agreement from Scheurer Health Care, se-

conded by Pat Azarovitz.   Motion carried.  The Letter of Agreement will be signed by Michael 

LePage, President of Cross Lutheran Church and School, and Terrence Lerash, of Scheurer Health 

Care.   (Agreement to be signed by Michael LePage on 11-10-21). 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Children’s Christmas Program – Pastor spoke with Kristy Carriveau and it was decided that there 

will be a short program and special music planned during the youth message at the 4:00 Christmas 

Eve Service. 

 

B. Contemporary Service – Discussion held. 

 

C. Sunday School Status – Work in progress. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS:   

 

 A. Snow Plowing Contract with Esch Landscaping – needs to be signed to continue the cleaning of side-

walks.    

 

B. Music Area Plan – Discussion was held and needs to continue to move forward.    

 

 

Next Council Meeting – Tuesday, December 14, 2021 at 5:30 p.m.   

 

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:35 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Krisie Fritz, Secretary 

Worship and Music Ministry 

December 7, 2021 

Members present: Barb Degg – chair, Beth Elston, Mike Sting, Peg McCrimmon, Karen Schuette 

Meeting was called to order. 

Beth asked if the items left in the choir room from the shifting of storage areas have a new “home.” 
Mike and Properties Ministry will take care of it. 

Some people have requested that the “Feast of Victory” and the “Glory to God” be used again in 
the liturgy. Beth reported that they will be used during Christmas and Epiphany. 

Beth and Mike were requested to attend a council meeting to give an update on the organ. They 
will prepare information for council and attend in January. 

Beth noted that there are ongoing discussions on the need to train up new younger musicians here 
at Cross, both in keyboarding and choral skills.  

Christmas Day worship will be at 9:30 am. 

Peg will inventory and get ready the tea lights for the Christmas Eve Worships. 

Next meeting is Tuesday, January 4, 2022 at 3 pm. 

Mike moved and Karen seconded to adjourn. Motion carried. 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted,  Karen Schuette 
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Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 

200 Ruppert Street 

Pigeon, MI 48755-0050 

www.crosslutheranpigeon.org 

Kindness is like snow -  

it beautifies everything it covers. 


