
  

Cross Connec†ion 

Our mission: 

Bring people to 
Christ. 

Teach Christians 
to be disciples. 

Send disciples to 
reach the world. 

May 2019 Growing together 

 There is an 
ancient Christian 
tradition dating 
back to the fifth 
century called Ro-
g a t i o n  D a y .  
(“Rogation” comes 
from the Latin 
word for “ask.”)  It 
comes on the Sun-
day five weeks af-
ter Easter, this 
year May 26.  The 
custom started in 
southern France 
after a few years 
of really bad har-
vests.  The people 
resolved to set 
aside a day to 
pray for farmers as 
they planted, ask-
ing for seasonable 
weather, fruitful 
soil, and abundant 
crops.  Their 
prayers were an-
swered that year 
and they then be-
gan to include 

PRAYING FOR 
OUR FARMERS 

 May is the 
month when spring 
really gets going in 
a big way.  March 
and April can be 
teasers, but in May 
the weather be-
comes consistently 
warm (or at least 
usually).  Through-
out the northern 
hemisphere farmers 
are plowing and fer-
tilizing their fields, 
and planting the 
crops that will grow 
through the sum-
mer.  In Ohio where 
I live it’s a bit 
warmer and so this 
planting season 
comes a bit earlier 
than in Michigan.  
But either way, May 
is the month when 
things are in full 
swing. 
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such prayers in 
their worship on an 
annual basis. 

 Today many 
Christians, even 
those who don’t live 
in farm country, ob-
serve Rogation 
Sunday.  After all, 
urban dwellers de-
pend on farmers 
too!  So it is appro-
priate that this year 
we at Cross Lu-
theran will be pray-
ing for our farmers 
on May 26, asking 
God’s blessing on 
the soil, the seed, 
and the weather, so 
that we also may 
have bount i fu l 
crops this fall. 

(Cont. on Pg. 2) 
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 Call it the other 
side of Thanksgiving 
Day, when we give 
thanks to God for what 
we prayed for back in the 
spring.    – Pastor Mike  

 

 
 
 

MAY CHOIR       
SCHEDULE 

Mondays 

May 6 & 13 only 
Bells at 6:30 p.m. 

Choir at 7:30 p.m. 

Anyone interested in playing 
bells and/or singing may join 
our choirs. Being able to read 
music is not a requirement. 
Consider joining, we have 
lots of fun! 

 

May 5 – 3rd Sunday of Easter 
1R – Acts 9:1-20                         
P – Psalm 30                             
2R – Revelation 5:11-14                     
G – John 21:1-19 

May 12 – 4th Sunday of Easter 
1R – Acts 9:36-43                     
P – Psalm 23                             
2R – Revelation 7:9-17                      
G – John 10:22-30 

May 19 – 5th Sunday of Easter 
1R  - Acts 11:1-18                       
P – Psalm 148                          
2R – Revelation 21:1-6                         
G – John 13:31-35 

May 26—6th Sunday of Easter 
1R—Acts 16:9-15                     
P—Psalm 67                          
2R—Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5            
G—John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9                  

Preparing for Worship at Cross 

Continued from page 1 

 Box Tops For Education 
Is an easy opportunity for you to 
help support Cross Lutheran 
School! Look for the pink Box 

Tops Coupon on 
hundreds of 
products. Clip it 
from the package 
and place it the 

church office.  

No Senior High quilting until Fall! 

This group of ladies have done a tremendous 
job using their gifts and talents.  If you would 
like to join us, watch for dates in the fall, we 
usually meet the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the 
month from 1-5 p.m.  Come anytime that fits your schedule 
during that time frame and check it out.  Hope to see you cre-
ating with us! 



3 

Birthdays 
1 Janet Schumacher 
2 J.B. Barry 
 Michelle Richmond 
3 Andrea Schuette 
 Andrew Licht 
4 Peg McCrimmon 
5 Patty Schulze 
6 Jody (McKenzie)   
 Blaszczyk 
8 Lydia Decker 
 Kelson Smith 
11 Brittany Richmond 
 Isaac Elston 
 Carol Schadd 
13 Linda Gardy 
 Corey Trost 
 Dale Schulz 
14 John Trowbridge 
15  Jan Love 
16  Pr Mike Tamorria 
17 Kayla Smith 
19 Trevor Carriveau 
20 Bob Tate 
 Breanna Smith 
21 Roger Fritz 
 Dawn Rosenthal 
22 Jordan Trost 
 Paul Schuette 

Jonah Yackle 
23 Emma Smith 
25 Matt LePage 
27 Cole Walsh 
28 John Smith 
 Johnathon Higgins 
29 Zachary Kretzschmer 
30 Carol Diener 
 Dorothy Henne 
 Donna Wheeler 
31       Leanne Smith 
 

Anniversaries 
15  Jim & Brenda Smith,  
 15 years 
23 John & Brigid Trow-
 bridge, 32 years  
27 Duane & Karen Peter-
 son, 30  years 

30 Mike & Jeanne Sting,  32 
years 

R e m e m -
ber our 
Shut-ins:  
G l o r i a 
Anderson, 
R a y 
Buchholz,  

Fred Edler, Gloria Lewis, Elaine 
Licht, Ruth Schuette, Martin Knost, 
Eunice Richmond & Clarence 
Schadd. 

Please Remember in Prayer:  
Bill Gray (father of Lisa Gray), 
Peggy Koehler, Tiffany Swartzen-
druber, Allen Koehler, Mary Cham-

pion, sister of Betty Licht, Kevin 
Faupel, Ezra Sturm, Kim Edler 
(daughter-in-law of Gerry Edler), 
Mary Otto, Clark Eidt, Kylee 
Reardon (daughter of Scott & 
Vickie Buchholz and granddaugh-
ter of Inez Buchholz), Elsie 
Trowbridge, and Deann Lewis.. 

In the Service of Our Country: 

Nathan Schulz stationed at Piqua, 
OH and Ryan Schulz stationed at 
Cherry Point, NC. They are both 
Marines and sons of Lonnie Schulz 
and grandsons of Ron and Bonnie 
Schulz. 

Celebrate 

Women’s & Men’s Group Schedules 
Women’s Bible Study will be Wed. May 1 at 1:30 pm 

Men’s Bible Study will be Tues., May 7 & 21 at 6:30 pm 

Parish Life will meet Tuesday, May 7 at 1 p.m. 

  

 

      NOTICE:   
A Special Congre-
gational meeting 
will be held  on 

May 5th to vote on 
potential   pastoral 

call. 
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May & June 
School  
Calendar 
 
5/1  Chapel  12:45 pm 
2    CEA 4:45 p.m. 
 School Board 5:30 p.m. 
4    CEA Carnival 
8    Chapel 8 a.m. 
15   Chapel 8 a.m. 
17   TALL in Bad Axe 
19   Confirmation Sunday 
22 Chapel 8 a.m. 
27   No School 
6/7 Last Day of School—

Closing Chapel at 1:45 
p.m. 

 
From the Desk of 
Susan Hass…  
With all the parents who were 
undecided about sending their 
children to Cross, we lost 
heart. With every student who 
announced he would be going to 
a different school, we became 
discouraged. When the open 
house didn’t yield many new 
students, we were dismayed. 
In all of our discussions about 
the future of Cross, we first 
turned to Him to ask:  Where 
do you want this school to go? 
       On the last teacher work-
day of the school year we hud-
dled together in a brainstorm-
ing session reaching for ideas 
that would sustain this school 
that we loved for many rea-
sons, mainly that we are able 
to proclaim the name of God in 
all that we teach.   

We examined our curriculum, 
looked at extra-curricular op-
portunities, we even consid-
ered our lunch program—
nothing was found want-
ing.  Cross offers an education 
that stacks up positively with 
other schools, but offers the 
bonus and the hallmark of this 
school since its inception:  We 
share the Word of God! 
Finally, someone suggested we 
offer the community a child-
care program as well as a jun-
ior kindergarten or what is 
c ommon l y  c a l l ed  “D K/
developmental kindergarten”. 
It would bring in new parents 
and their children and fill a 
need in the community and 
hopefully reinvigorate the 
school.  We knew that this was 
not something we could get go-
ing on our own. We prayed, and 
God provided! Two mothers 
from the congregation ap-
proached the church leader-
ship with the very same idea to 
start a daycare, and a commit-
tee was formed to explore the 
possibility.  
The idea came before the 
church congregation who voted 
to add this new dimension to 
the school.  The morning that 
an excited Mr. Faupel and Mrs. 
Barry announced that the con-
gregation was behind the new 
program, we could hardly sub-
due our enthusiasm!  With 
smiles and uncontained eager-
ness, we launched into queries: 
Where will we house the new 
programs? Who will run a day-
care? How many youngsters 

can we serve? How will we ac-
commodate little ones?  Lots 
of questions and no instant an-
swers. With faith in God, a 
church, that is determined to 
serve Him and the community, 
got behind a new program 
knowing that where there are 
needs, and faith, solutions will 
be found. 
All of us look forward to our 
next school year, rich with new 
opportunities for children, 
their parents, and for our ser-
vice.  We love working in this 
school and we can hardly wait 
to find the answers to our 
questions. Thank-you to the 
congregation of Cross for your 
support of this school and 
faith in God. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CEA Carnival 
Saturday, May 4th 
from 5-7:30 p.m. 

Fun for ALL ages, so 
bring family & friends!! 

Proceeds support Cross 
CEA and Cross Lutheran 

School 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

School News 
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May Time & Talents 

Date & 
Time 

Assisting 
Minister Reader Children’s 

Time 
Comm.   
Assist. 

Ushers for 
the Month 

Altar 
Guild Acolyte 

May 5 
9:30 a.m. 

Gwynne 
Barry 

Barb Degg Kristiy       
Carriveau 

 Brian    
Delpiere, 
Todd Gun-
den, Dick  
Koehler, 
Dick 
Meade, 
Tom    
Shupe, 
Mike Trost 

 Kyle Briggs 

May 12 
9:30 a.m. 

Mike Sting Raylene 
Henkelmann 

Vicki Yackle Phil Schadd Jacque 
Finneren 

Chandler 
Rosenthal 

May 19 
7 p.m. 

Phil 
Schadd 

Tom Tinacci Leanne Smith 
 

Carol Meade Carol Die-
ner 

Grace Shupe 

May 26 
9:30 a.m. 

Karen 
Schuette 

Paul Schu-
ette 

Karen Schu-
ette 
 

 
 

Grace Trost 

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO PARTICIPATE AS SCHEDULED, PLEASE CONTACT A SUBSTI-
TUTE.  If unable to find anyone, please contact me at (989) 453-2744.  Thanks and God’s 
Blessings to you!   Karen Schuette 
USHERS PLEASE NOTE:  Unlock doors, turn on lights, and sound system, then lock and 
turn off lights, etc. to close up the church.   THANKS! 

CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

April 9, 2019 

CALL TO ORDER:   The monthly 
meeting of the Cross Lutheran 
Church Council was called to or-
der by President Kent McKenzie, 
at 7:00 PM on the above date.  
Members present were Kent 
McKenzie, Norm Nelson, 
Gretchen Roestel, Krisie Fritz, 
Corey Messing, Mike LePage, 
Barb Degg, Nancy Schuette and 
Rachel Higgins. David Faupel was 

present to represent the school. 
Corey Messing offered the open-
ing prayer.  

AGENDA:  The agenda was pre-
sented to all present.  A motion 
was made by Barb Degg to ac-
cept the agenda as provided, sec-
onded by Mike LePage.  Motion 
carried. 

MINUTES:  The Council Minutes 
dated March 12, 2019, were re-
viewed by all present. A motion 
was made by Mike LePage to ap-
prove the minutes as presented. 
Gretchen Roestel seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried. 

GUE ST PRE SEN TA TI ONS/
REQUESTS:  Randy Ovcen made a 
presentation to the council con-
cerning research that he has 

been doing to improve the sound 
system in the sanctuary. These 
improvements will improve the 
sound for all events that take 
place in the sanctuary and espe-
cially help with the contemporary 
worship services with much less 
work in setting up and taking 
down equipment. Randy re-
ported that with all the moving 
of equipment items get damaged 
and he expressed concern for all 
the cords being a possible trip-
ping hazard. After much re-
search, speaking with sales peo-
ple and visiting other churches to 
inspect their sound systems he 
reported several options that 
would be beneficial to our con-
gregation beginning with the ad-
dition of a sound booth and a 

Church Council Minutes 
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Council Minutes Cont. 
projector system. Mike LePage 
made a motion that Randy put 
together a proposal to present 
to the congregation and possi-
ble ways to begin raising funds 
if it is to be implemented. Barb 
Degg seconded the motion. Mo-
tion carried. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Copies 
of the Treasurer’s report were 
distributed to all present.  Barb 
Degg made a motion to accept 
the report as presented, sec-
onded by Nancy Schuette. Mo-
tion carried. 

Mike LePage also reported total 
income for the Fish Fry Fund-
raiser of $6,760. He made a mo-
tion to disburse $2000 to the 
school Hot Lunch Program, 
$1000 to the improvement of 
the sound system, $1000 to the 
new Day Care Program, $1000 
to the Early 5’s Program and 
hold $1,760 for future needs or 
repairs. Krisie Fritz seconded 
the motion. Motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS: None 

PASTOR’S REPORT:  

Pastor Mike was not in town at 
the time of the meeting so he 
communicated with the group 
via Skype to update council with 
his pastoral report. He informed 
the group that our shut in mem-
bers have been kept up with 
through visits and phone calls.  

He reminded council that dele-
gates are still needed to attend 
the upcoming NALC gathering 
to vote on a new Bishop.  

Pastor Mike announced that he 
is not intending to renew his 
contract that will be ending in 
June. He explained that he has 
enjoyed serving at Cross but is 
retiring from interim work. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Enrollment K-8 = 25 

Preschool = 16 

Upcoming Calendar: 

 Thurs., 4/11 – CEA/School 
Board 

 Sat., 4/13 – Mom-to-Mom 
Sale 

 Thur., 4/18 Half Day K-8 

 Sat., 5/4 – Carnival 

Music Palooza took place on 
Thursday, March 21. Students 
did an excellent job sharing 
their vocal, instrumental, and 
theatrical skills. This is in large 
credit to teacher Beth Elston, 
who directed the performances. 
A science fair presented by jun-
ior high students followed the 
music portion of the evening. 
The event was well-attended.  

The Meet, Greet, and Treat 
Open House on April 4 was a big 
success! About 30 families at-
tended, and many were new to 
our school. We already have 10 
new students enrolled for 2019-
2020 for DK-8th grade. 

The school has received a grant 
from the Michigan State Police 
for $20,088 to be used for 
school safety. The money will 
be used to install a video inter-

com/door release system. 
Harper Alarm of Vassar will in-
stall the system in June.  

SCHOOL BOARD REPORT:  
Gretchen Roestel reported that 
teaching assistant Jean Hatch 
will be retiring at the end of this 
school year after many years of 
service. Barb Degg made a mo-
tion to give a gift of $500 for 
her years of service. Mike 
LePage seconded the motion. 
Motion carried. 

MINISTRY OF STEWARDSHIP:   
Norm Nelson reported benevo-
lence distributions.  

MINISTRY OF WORSHIP AND 
MUSIC:  Meeting next week. 

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION: No 
report 

MINISTRY OF MISSION OUT-
REACH:  Krisie Fritz reported 
that the group is currently 
working on Garage Sale prepa-
rations and Vacation Bible 
School.  

MINISTRY OF YOUTH:  No re-
port 

MINISTRY OF PARISH LIFE:   
Nancy Schuette submitted a 
written report.  

MINISTRY OF PROPERTY: Corey 
Messing reported working on 
getting furnace quotes, adjust-
ing lights in the sanctuary and 
researching why the paint is 
peeling on the west wall of the 
school. Bids on sealing the brick 
have been collected. Discussion 
took place concerning whether 
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Council Minutes  Cont. 

the brick needs sealing or if the 
roof is not draining properly 
and causing water to back up. 
Corey will have the roof in-
spected.  

OLD BUSINESS:    

Second interviews are sched-
uled for possible Day Care Di-
rector Position. Council will be 
approached if interview goes 
well. 

NEW BUSINESS:    

 The Call Committee has in-
vited a husband and wife pas-
toral team, Pr Bert & Pr Shelly 
Schulz, as candidates for the 
pastoral vacancy. They will be 
introduced and filling the pulpit 
on Sunday, April 28th with a 
meal to follow in the gymna-
sium. A special congregational 
meeting will be held on May 5, 
2019 for a vote on the potential 
pastoral call. A 2/3 majority is 
needed to accept the pastors. 

 Norm Nelson made a mo-
tion to have the meal hosting 
the pastoral team catered and 
volunteers bringing only de-
serts, so that everyone can 
meet and visit with the candi-
dates. Barb Degg seconded the 
motion. Motion carried 

 June 2, 2019 will be Gradua-
tion Sunday at Cross 

Kent McKenzie noted that on 
some Sundays there is only one 
counter for offerings. He will 
contact the counters to ensure 
that there are always two peo-

ple to do all counting. 

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  
Tuesday, April 30, 2019 at 6:30 
p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT:  There being 
no further business to come be-
fore the council the meeting 
was adjourned and good things 
from around the room were 
shared.  The meeting was 
closed with the Lord’s Prayer at 
8:45 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rachel Higgins, Secretary 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

April 14, 2019 

CALL TO ORDER:   A brief meet-
ing of the Cross Lutheran 
Church council was called to 
order by President Kent 
McKenzie, at 10:50 a.m. on the 
above date.  The meeting was 
held in the family room of the 
church. Interim Pastor Mike Ta-
morria, President Kent 
McKenzie, Nancy Schuette, 
Gretchen Roestel, Norm Nelson, 
Corey Messing, Jean Sturm, 
Krisie Fritz, Mike LePage, Barb 
Degg and Rachel Higgins were 
in attendance.  

MEETING PURPOSE:  Gretchen 
Roestel informed the group that 
a qualified candidate had been 
selected for the Day Care Direc-
tor position. Mike LePage made 
a motion to offer the candidate 

the position with no benefits at 
this time. However, benefits 
can be reviewed at a later time 
after the program has full atten-
dance. Barb Degg seconded the 
motion. Motion carried.  

ADJOURNMENT:  With no fur-
ther items to address Kent 
McKenzie made a motion to ad-
journ the meeting. Mike LePage 
seconded the motion. Motion 
carried and the meeting ended 
at 11:10 a.m. 

Pastor Mike offered the closing 
prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rachel Higgins, Secretary 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 27th 

Church office will be closed 
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Memorials & Ministry Minutes 
in the checking account.  The 
Treasurer’s report was ap-
proved.   
BUSINESS:   Following much 
discussion about the annual 
church garage sale, the fol-
lowing schedule was decided 
upon:  Drop Off – Saturday, 
June 8 from 9-3; Sunday, June 
9 from 9-3; Monday, June 10 
from 9-6; Tuesday, June 11 
from 9-3.  Price Marking will 
take place on Wednesday, 
June 12.  The Sale will take 
place on Thursday, June 13 
from 9-5 at full price; Friday, 
June 14 from 9-2 at half price 
and 2-5 free.  Krisie will apply 
for Thrivent matching funds. 
Scrip Card sales are set for 
April 7 – Tonja and Lorraine, 
and May 5 – Krisie and a 
helper.  Group 1 is scheduled 
to host the coffee hour on 
April 28. 
With no further business, the 
meeting was adjourned with 
the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Connie Eden 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, May 12th 
 

 

 

These gifts were received to 
the glory of God in Memory 
or Honor of the following 
people: 

In memory of James 
Bridges, for Cross Lutheran 
Church: 

Dale & Donna Schuette 

In memory of Gene Bennett, 
for Cross Building Fund: 

Nancy Schuette, Jim & 
John 

Randy & Suzie Swanson, 
Kassidy & Nick 

Tim & Shirley Schuette, 
and Becca 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

PARISH LIFE       
MINISTRIES 

Parish Life met April 2, 2019 
in the church overflow.  Mem-
bers present:  Betty Grimaldi, 
Paul Schuette Alice Trost, and 
Nancy Schuette.  Betty 
opened with devotions and 
prayer. 

With Pam still gone to Florida, 
Nancy reported having 
$129.74 from coffee hours. 

Women of Faith will meet 
April 6 at a new time, 10 - 11 
am.  They will be starting a 
new lesson book. 

Parish Life has no coffee 
hours this month, but will do-
nate to the Easter Breakfast 
with food or time. 

Betty has been in contact 
with her friend about Secret 
Sisters, but wants to get 
more information. 

We Discussed Confirmation 
and will get flowers for their 
robes and serve cake after 
the service. 

We talked about the prospec-
tive new pastors coming April 
28 for a Meet and Greet.  
They are from Northern Wis-
consin.  We are looking for-
ward to meeting them. 

With no more business, the 
meeting closed at 2:10 with 
the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy Schuette, chairman 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MISSION OUTREACH 
MINISTRY MINUTES 

 
April 2, 2019 

 
The meeting was called to 
order by Lorraine LePage at 
6:45 p.m.  She led the group 
in prayer.   Those present 
were Lorraine LePage, Tonja 
Nelson, Krisie Fritz and Con-
nie Eden.  The minutes of the 
February meeting were re-
viewed and approved.  The 
Treasurer reported $5,368.56 
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Sunday, May 19 

Being Confirmed this year are: 

 Kyle Briggs, son of Mark 
Trost and Lisa Gray 

 Rylee Fritz, daughter of 
Tim & Michelle Fritz 

 Chandler Rosenthal, son of 
James Rosenthal & Cari 
Fritz 
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WOMEN OF FAITH 

Do you sometimes feel like you’re running 
on empty?  Is your schedule out of control?  
Discover what the Bible has to say about 
the value of rest.  Join our new study called 
“Finding Rest in a Busy World”. 

We meet once a month on a Saturday 
morning from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the fel-
lowship area of the church.  The first meet-
ing is on May 11th.  You are welcome to 
come just as you are.  For more informa-
tion, call Betty Champagne-Grimaldi at 989-
856-7170. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Bible Study  
We will meet on May 1st from 1:30 - 3:00 
in the church overflow. We will be visiting 
the story of Sarah from Genisis 18:1-15 ti-
tled, Hopefulness. Join us anytime! Ques-

PRAISE & WORSHIP TEAM 

Don’t miss the next Praise and Worship Service on 
Sunday, May 5th. Our team has been working 
hard to learn three new songs and repeat two oth-
ers. We love hearing the blending of your voices 
with ours and look forward to having another great 
service. Come check out this new service if you 
have not had the opportunity to join us yet. We 
guarantee you will leave with a smile on your face 
and a warm feeling in your heart! 
 

Joyce Jarvis 
Praise and Worship Committee  

The following Sundays are scheduled for Praise & 
Worship: 

 May 5th 

 June 2nd 

 June 30th 

 July 28th 

BENEVOLENCE REPORT 
MARCH 5-APRIL 20, 2019 

 
BENEVOLENCE NALC   $255.00 
ASH WEDNESDAY   $720.00  
LENTEN            $1698.00 
GOOD FRIDAY   $872.00 
MAUDY THRUSDAY  $776.00 
TOTAL            $4321.00 
 
NORMAN NELSON ,  

STEWARDSHIP CHAIRMAN  
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Ministers - The People of Cross 


