
  

 

Cross Connec†ion 

Our mission: 

Bring people to 
Christ. 

Teach Christians 
to be disciples. 

Send disciples to 
reach the world. 

July 2016 Growing together 

planning committee.  
This group of dedi-
cated and gifted peo-
ple have been meet-
ing monthly for over a 
year to plan this gala 
event.  
Co-chair  
 Leanne Smith 
 & Pam Strum 
Administration
 Aileen Prill 
Worship Service
 Beth Elston & 
 Mike Sting 
Reception 
 Linda Shope 
Logistics 
 Eric Gardy & 
 John Shope 

 My dear family 
of Cross Lutheran 
Church, 
 Grace to you 
and peace from God 
our Father and our 
Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 
With the 125th celebra-
tion coming up on Sun, 
August 28, I just want 
to give you a short up-
date on the continued 
planning for that day. 
 First, Bp John 
Bradosky, of the 
NLAC, had accepted 
our invitation to be 
here that day to preach 
and preside at com-
munion.  However, due 
to conflict of schedul-
ing, he deeply regrets 
that he will not be able 
to attend.  In his place 
The Rev. Dr. David 
Wendel, Assistant to 
the Bishop for Ministry 
and Ecumenism, has 
graciously accepted to 
be here representing 
Bp Bradosky.  We give 
thanks and praise that 
he will be here to join 
in our celebration. 
 I want to ac-
knowledge the 125th 
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Historical Artifacts
 Betty Cham-
 pagne 
Cross School 
 Gwynne Barry 
Cross Lutheran is 
blessed to have these 
people here and plan-
ning this event.  They 
have done a tremen-
dous job and when you 
see them, thank them. 
 As time ap-
proaches for this event, 
this family of Cross, as 
in other events, needs 
to step up and volun-
teer to help.  Rather 
than wait to be asked, 
be pro-active and go to 
(Cont. on Pg. 2) 
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the 125th committee and vol-
unteer to help in an area you 
are interested in.  I know you 
can do this because I have 
seen you do this in the past.  
Do not wait till the last min-
ute.  Today is not soon 
enough. 

 As this “organized 
chaos” progresses closer to 
Aug 28, the frenzy activity 
and nervousness will in-

crease.  The desire to have 
that day go perfectly with no 
hitches is the goal and desire 
of everyone.  However, let us 
be reminded that the one 
who will make this day per-
fect in everything is Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Savior.  It 
is his timing, his planning and 
his intentions that will prevail 
and when we give it all to 
him, that day will go per-

fectly.  Anything else will fall 
short of his glory. 
NRS Matthew 5:16 In the 
same way, let your light 
shine before others, so that 
they may see your good 
works and give glory to your 
Father in heaven. 

God’s peace 

Pr Tim 

August is just around the cor-
ner and plans for the 125th an-
niversary celebration are con-
tinuing to pick up speed. We 
are expecting over 300 mem-
bers, family, and guests.  Here 
are some of the day’s activi-
ties: 
Artifacts and memorabilia will 
be set up in the gym for all to 
enjoy before the service from 8 
- 9 a.m. and also after the 
meal and program. 
The service will begin at 9:30 
am, but don't miss the prelude 
that will include a special 
guest. The Assistant to the 
Bishop Ministry and Ecumen-
ism, David Wendel will be our 
guest speaker. We continue to 
give thanks to the Lord, for He 
is good and His mercies en-
dure forever!  Communion will 
be celebrated on this day that 
the Lord has made, let us re-
joice and be glad in it! 

A complimentary catered din-
ner will follow the service in 
the tent by the "Lift High the 
Cross Garden".  The meal 
will be prepared by Kevin 
Sturm of Shooters Grill. The 
menu will be Smoked pulled 
pork, BBQ Boneless Chicken 
Breasts, Baked Potato, 
Vegetable Medley Casserole, 
Cole Slaw, Italian Pasta 
salad, rolls and dessert made 
by our own members. 
 If you have not sent an 
RSVP please call 989-453-
3330 so we can plan accord-
ingly. Also please extend in-
vitations to family, friends, 
alumni etc. and include in 
your RSVP anyone who 
shares our history and may 
have been missed in our cor-
respondence. 
A short program, with sur-
prises in store, results of 
questionnaire, and fellowship 

will follow.   After the program 
feel free to go to the gym to 
view the artifacts and memora-
bilia. Watch for letters to God 
from our current Cross stu-
dents in the hallways,  The 
Baptism gown used over the 
generations, items from Pastor 
Praetorius, confirmation, wed-
ding, and school pictures will 
be displayed and projected on 
a wall to view and many more 
artifacts that have been 
brought together for "Lifting 
High the Cross" 125th Cele-
bration. 
Gratefulness and praise be to 
our God for gracing us with 
gifts of years to celebrate as 
we look forward in anticipation 
of this milestone. 
Joy in Celebrating, 
 
Leanne Smith and Pam Sturm 
- Co-Chairman 

Celebrating 125 Years at Cross! 

Continued from page 1 
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The fun begins on Mon-
day, July 18 through 
Thursday, July 21 from 9 
a.m.—11:30 a.m. at Cross 
Lutheran Church. The 
VBS Program will be on 
Thursday at 7 p.m. in the 
sanctuary. Parents, grand-
parents, and friends are all 
invited! And to top it all off, 
all the children are invited 
to ride on the VBS Float in 
the Pigeon Summerfest 
Parade that will be held on 
Saturday morning! 

To attend VBS or to vol-
unteer to be part of the 
excitement, please fill out 
the form below and re-
turn it to the VBS Regis-
tration box by the church 
mailboxes, or call the 
church office 453-3330 x 
201 or Lori Smith 453-
3953. All children ages 
3+ through 6th grade are 
invited to attend, and 
older children are en-
couraged to be helpers. 
A daily offering will be 

taken to donate to Opera-
tion Christmas Child. And 
to help defray our ex-
penses. 
We are looking for adult 
helpers, mainly for “crowd 
control”. Would you have 
a few hours you would be 
willing to help us out? We 
are also looking for cash 
donations to help with 
VBS expenses. If you can 
help in any way, please 
call Lori Smith 453-3953! 
Thanks and God Bless! 

Vacation Bible School 
“Sweet Jesus” 

July 18—21 
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Officers, Ministries 
and Committees 

Pastor 
Tim Loehrke 
Music Director 
Beth Elston 
Church Council 
Kent McKenzie, President 
John Smith, V P 
Phil Schadd, Secretary 
Nancy Heck, Treasurer 
Jeanne Sting, Financial Sec-
retary  
John Smith, School Board 
Neil Herford, Properties 
Leanne Smith, Worship & Mu-
sic 
Norm Nelson, Stewardship    
Kim Delpiere, Education 
Pastor Tim, Youth 
Patti Schulze, Parish Life 
Lori Smith, Mission Outreach 
Advisors 
Tim Loehrke, Pastor 
Paul Schuette, Constitution 
Rep. 
Ministry of Properties  
Neil Herford, Chair 
Mike Eden 
Paul Schuette 
Ministry of Worship & Music 
Leanne Smith, Chair 
Peg McCrimmon 
Barb Degg 
Beth Elston 
Karen Schuette 
Mike Sting 
Ministry of Mission / Out-
reach 
Lori Smith, Chair 
Krisie Fritz 
Connie Eden 
Rachel Messing 
Bonnie Schulz 
Kay Schuette 
RoseAnn Budnick 
Lorraine LePage 
Gwen Ovcen 
Ministry of Stewardship 
Norm Nelson, Chair 

Carol Diener 
Nancy Heck 
Jeanne Sting 
Paul Schuette 
June Sturm 
Cyndi Buchholz 
Ministry of Education  
Kim Delpiere, Chair 
Gretchen Roestel 
Jean Sturm  
Laura Trost 
Ministry of Youth 
Pastor Tim, Chair 
 
Ministry of Parish Life 
Patti Schulze, Chair 
Betty Champagne 
Sue Loehrke 
Pam Sturm 
Alice Trost 
Linda Shope 
Aileen Prill 
 
Audit Committee 
Kenneth Licht 
Mike LePage 
Peg McCrimmon 
Kacey Peterson 
Leanne Schuette 
 
Nominating Committee 
Bob Tate 
Peggy Koehler 
Lori McKenzie 
Gwynne Barry 
Steve Schulze 
Dick Koehler 
 
Synod Assembly Rep 
Mike & Connie Eden 
School Board  
John Smith, President  
Eileen Johnson, Vice President 
Melisa Raymond, Secretary 
Erica Sturm, Treasurer 
April Rujan, CEA President 
Pastor Tim, Advisor  
 
C.E.A 
April Rujan-President 

Geri Kay McLean-Vice President 
Melisa Raymond-Secretary 
Nicole Shupe -Treasurer 
 

Handy Helper Ministry 
 

Barb Buchholz  453-2127 

Vivian Buschlen  453-2649 

Patty Cucinello  453-3589 

Roberta Danks  453-3760 

Barbara Degg  856-2678  

Gerry Edler  678-0080 

Delores Elftman  453-2679 

Pat Elston  453-2409 

Carol Forster  375-2754 

Vickie Forster  553-3875 

Ava Gies  453-2193 

Rachel Higgins  975-0668 

Dawn Hendricks 860-3589 

Dorothy Henne  453-3457 

Peggy Koehler  453-2278 

Elaine Licht  453-3744 

Peggy Licht  453-3845 

Lori McKenzie  553-3582 

Carole Mead  856-7438 

Carol Schadd  269-5150 

Donna Schuette  375-4328 

Karen Schuette  453-2744 

Nancy Schuette  453-3969 

Ruth Schuette  453-3885 

Bonnie Schulz  453-3116 

Erica Sturm  453-3830 

Alice Trost  453-2279 

Laura Trost  453-3209 

Brigid Trowbridge 453-3990 

Donna Wheeler  453-3712 

Sheila Yackle  453-2589 

Please let the office know if you 
wish to be added to the Handy 

Ministers - The People of Cross 


