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“And Moses said to the people, ‘Fear not, stand firm,

and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will work for you today.”
- Exodus 14:13a -
The Salvation of the Lord

We begin Easter Sunday with the story of the Hebrews escaping Egypt. As they
approached the Red Sea, they realized that Pharaoh had changed his mind. They had
nowhere to go. They couldn’t go into the sea, and they couldn’t return to Egypt; the only
outcome for both possibilities was death. The people were afraid. They argued with
Moses. Though they wanted to escape the heavy hand of the Egyptians, God’s plan was
frightening because it was not what they expected.

Imagine how the disciples were feeling after Jesus died on the cross. They did not
know what would come next. Despite Jesus’ repeated assurances, they did not know
what to do. Danger surrounded them. They couldn’t move forward and they couldn’t go
back. Their lives had changed, but now it seemed like it was over. They scattered. Some
returned to the upper room, but others went into hiding or went home. God’s plan was
frightening because it was not what they expected.

God gave the words of hope to Moses: “Don’t be afraid and watch what God can do.”
Moses raised his staff, the sea parted before them, and they ran for their lives. The
Egyptians followed, but when the last Hebrew was safely on the far shore, Moses raised
his staff and the sea closed again. By the power of God, they were saved.

The disciples waited, worried, and wondered. They grieved. They were angry and
confused. How could it turn so wrong? Some thought about going home. But God said,
“Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord.” Early in the morning on the first
day of the week, the women went to the tomb to anoint Jesus, but His body was gone.
We know He had been raised, but they did not. Jesus’ disciples were not rejoicing. The
women were afraid. Mary wept. They were confused. They did not understand what was
happening. Then Jesus began appearing to them. He showed them, one by one, that the
promise was fulfilled. The sea was parted and those who believed in Him came out on the
other side.
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Dave & Janis Elftman
John & Lori Smith
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THOSE IN NEED OF
CONTINUED PRAYER

Carol Diener, Dawn
Hendricks, Bernice Shupe,
Beth Elston, Gene Parsell,
Tim Voss, Mike Eden, Terry
Sturm, Clark Elftman,
Hannabh Britt, John Finneren,
Tom Shupe, Whitney Peyerk,
Joe Stodola, Matt Edler,
Larry Adams, Al Collison,
Susan Beller, Hope Kittel,
Noah Adams, Kay Schuette,
Corey Messing, Kevin
Faupel, Ezra Sturm, Robert
Blunt Jr, Marilyn Blunt, Alan
Licht and Rich Baranski, Ron
Kabacki.

CROSS CHURCH SHUT-
INS

Vivian Buschlen, Cordelia
Trost, Roberta Danks, Marvin
Trost, Connie Eden. Please
keep them in your prayers

THOSE IN SERVICE OF
OUR COUNTRY

Nicholas Swanson

(US Air Force)




Cross Lutheran Church

Fmily Bmge Sale
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Thursday Juned™ 9am-5pm
Friday June5" 9am-5pm

Saturday June 6™ 9am-Noon FREE

CHURCH DIRECTORY...

‘ WE ARE PLANNING ON
PHOTOS BEING TAKEN
AUGUST 6, 7, & 8TH.

1/2 OFF

Newsletter Report
Cross Fish Fry 2026

Our God is so Great, so Strong
and so Mighty! There’s nothing our
God cannot do! Let us all join, prais-
ing and thanking God for His many
blessings. He has done great things!
All who came were fed!

Thank you to over 95+ volun-
teers serving in a variety of ways to
make the 16th annual Cross Fish Fry
a success! With the support of the
congregation and community we
served takeout and dine in or-
ders. Income to date is $7,705.51.
Special thanks to you, all the people
who pull together and make this pro-
ject a joy to be a part of!!

This fundraiser would not be a
success without all the donors and
many anonymous gems, who have
contributed to this event along with
businesses, thanks for your dedica-
tion: Bay Port State Bank, Caseville

Church Camp

For those attending Bay Shore Camp you MUST WRITE CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
on your registration form. Arrangements have been made with Bay Shore Camp and $200
will be deducted from your camp fee and paid by Cross Lutheran Youth Fund.

Questions contact Leanne Smith at (989) 553-4241

Family Market, Cooperative Elevator
Co,,

Don and Donna Wheeler, Fritz Insur-
ance Co., Huron Propane Gas LLC,
Kevin Sturm,

Main Street Family Restaurant, Mei-
jer, S &amp; S Tube Inc., Shine
Time, Shoreline

Snowplowing, Thrivent Financial,
Thumb Bank &amp; Trust, Wallace
Stone Quarry, Walmart,

Cross Lutheran Church Ministry of Education
and Youth would like to make you aware of the
oppertunity for financial assistance. This would
be for any Cross Youth Members going to a
Christ Centered summer camp,

such as Bay Shore Camp in Sebewaing, but not
limited to Bay Shore.

A portion of the FishFry proceeds has been
appropriated to support our youth. The amount of $200
will be given toward the camp fee, for one camp session
this summer.

Walsh Packing, Winsor Fire Depart-
ment, and Zimmerman Electric.

O give thanks to the LORD, for he is
good; for his steadfast love endures
forever.

1Chronicles 16:34.
Joy in the Journey,

Leanne Smith



Preparing for Worship

April 2 -Maundy Thursday- 1R- Exodus 24:3-11 P- Psalm 116:12-19 2R-Hebrews
9:11-22 G-Matthew 26:17-30

April 3- Good Friday- 1R-Isaiah 52:13-53:12 P-22 or 31 2R-Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9
G- John 18:1-19:42

April 5 - Resurrection of Our Lord- 1R- Exodus 14:10-15:1 P-16 2R- Colossians 3:1
-4 G-Matthew 28:1-10

April 12 - Second Sunday of Easter- 1R- Acts 5:29-42 P-148 2R-1 Peter 1:3-9
G-John 20:19-31

April 19 - Third Sunday of Easter- 1R-Acts 2:14a, 36-41 P- 116:1-14 2R-1 Peter
1:17-25 G- Luke 24:13-35

April 26 - Fourth Sunday of Easter- 1R- Acts 2:42-47 P-23 2R- 1 Peter 2:19-25
G- John 10:1-10

Worship and Music Ministry
Meeting Report
February 3, 2026

Members Present: Mike Sting, Peg McCrimmon, Pastor Kevin Kaiser, John Trowbridge -
Trustee, John Smith - Council President, Karen Schuette - Chair.

*Paraments and Hymn numbers - Nothing to report on the paraments. Peg and Karen will
work with Neil to fix the Advent Wreath and Hymn boards. Sources for numbers were
discussed.

*Procedures and frequency of Holy Communion were discussed. Action was tabled until
March.

*Ash Wednesday worship will be February 18, 2026 at 6:30 pm. Midweek Lenten worships
will be held on the next 5 Wednesdays in Lent at 7:00 pm.

*Pastor Kevin’s Installation service will be, Sunday, March 1, 2026 at the 9:30 am worship.
*LBW Setting | will be used for our liturgy through Lent and Easter seasons.

NEXT MEETING - TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2026 AT 5:30 PM




Cross Lutheran Church Council Minutes
Regular Meeting - February 9, 2026

Church Council

Minutes

The Regular Meeting of the Cross Lutheran Church Council was held on February 9, 2026
at the Church, 200 Ruppert Street, Pigeon, Ml. President John Smith called the meeting to
order at 7:30 p.m. Pastor Kevin Kaiser offered the opening prayer.

Members Present: Josh Barry, Kim Delpiere, Al Licht, Kim Sears, Peter Shupe, John Smith
Kevin Stachowiak and John Trowbridge.

Member Absent: Kim Fritz

Also in Attendance: Pastor Kevin Kaiser, Principal David Faupel and newly elected council
members Kent McKenzie and Nancy Heck.

Agenda Update and Approval: Motion by Delpiere, second by Sears to approve the agenda
as presented. All Ayes. Motion carried.

Review of Minutes of January Meeting

Motion by Delpiere, second by Shupe to approve the minutes of the January 13, 2026
meeting as presented. All Ayes. Motion carried.

Pastors Report

Pastor Kaiser submitted a written report for Council to review. Format of the report may
change in the coming months.

Presidents Report

At our Annual Meeting, the Congregation reviewed and voted to approve the 3 Constitutional
Amendments that were approved at the 2025 Mission Convocation. The results of the vote
have been submitted to the NALC as part of the Ratification Process required by our
Constitution. President Smith and Pastor Kaiser are visiting the Shut ins.

Staff Reports

Principal Faupel reported Basketball Season is in full swing. The 7th and 8th grade Robotics
team has qualified for State Competition. March 2nd thru 6th is Lutheran School Week.

Officer Reports

Treasurer Sears submitted a written financial report for January. General Fund had a
beginning balance of $152,733.48 and a ending balance of $154,142.01. Building Fund
had a beginning balance of $9,165.41 and a ending balance of $12,415.41. It was noted
that although the parsonage is paid for, donations to the Building Fund are still needed to
fund a new Church Roof and other improvements to the Church and School. Motion by
Delpiere, second by Licht to approve the Treasurers Report. All Ayes. Motion carried.

Vice President Stachowiak reported the 5 year plan committee has met several times with
the following recommendations:

Improve Communication between the Mission Groups/Committees and Council

Organize a Happy Helper Group



Add more Youth Programs and possibly a Youth Bible Study

Prepare a listing of Church Property/Equipment and it's Life Expectancy
Inform the Congregation of available Resources thru NALC

Look at ways to increase Church Membership

Form a Task Force to create a Church Logo

Form a Task Force to Unit the Church, School and Daycare

Establish an IT Department or Committee

Trustee Reports

Ministry of Properties: President Smith thanked out going Trustee Al Licht for his past
service as Trustee for the Ministry of Properties.

Ministry of Worship and Music: Trustee Trowbridge reported the Ash Wednesday Service
will be February 18th at 6:30 p.m. Lenten Services are being planned for the Wednesdays
of Lent at 7:00 p.m.

Mission Qutreach Ministry: Garage sale dates are June 4th, 5th and 6th. The remaining old
chairs from the overflow area will be sold at the garage sale. Plans are underway for a new
church directory. Pictures will be taken August 6th, 7th and 8th. Mission Outreach and
Parrish life will decorate/set up and serve the potluck dinner following Pastor's Installation
on March 1st. Motion by Barry, second by Licht to pay for the meat for the dinner. All Ayes.
Motion carried.

Ministry of Youth and Education: Trustee Barry reported a youth event has been planned for
"Fat Tuesday" on February 17th. Bible Study will break during Lent and then resume on
Wednesday, April 8th. Open gym continues, on Sunday from 4:30 to 6:00, thru the end

of February. Spring events are being planned. The annual Cross Fish Fry will be March 20th.

Old Business

The Electronic Sign is up and running. Thanks to John and Jim Smith for making it happen
and to Mission Outreach for providing the funds for the repairs.

The Water Softner for the school kitchen is on hold until after the C.E.A. Winter Dinner.

New Business
World Day of Prayer will be on March 1st, at 3 p.m. at the Catholic Church in Pigeon.

Following Discussion, a motion was made by Trowbridge, second by Sears, to add Pastor
Kaiser to the Church Retirement Plan. All Ayes. Motion carried.

Motion by Shupe, second by Trowbridge to adjourn. All Ayes. Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

Nancy Heck
Acting Secretary




MISSION OUTREACH
minutes
March 4, 2026

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 1:09 p.m. by President, Krisie
Janke.

ATTENDANCE: Those in attendance were Krisie Janke, Kim Delpiere, Laura Trost,
Steffany Kaiser, Maureen Reibling, Tonja Nelson, Nancy Heck, Lori Smith, John
Smith, Pastor Kevin Kaiser, Nancy Schuette, and Lorraine LePage (by phone). A
prayer was given by Pastor Kevin Kaiser.

MINUTES: The minutes from the February 4, 2026 meeting were handed out by
secretary, Laura Trost, and reviewed by all those present. A motion was made by
Kim Delpiere to accept these minutes and seconded by Maureen Reibling. Motion
passed.

COMMUNICATIONS: There were no communications at this time.

TREASURER’S REPORT: The Treasurer’s Report was given by Treasurer, Lorraine
LePage. Lorraine reported a balance of $8,100.78 with one check outstanding.
Discussion was made in regards to the ministry’s share of the bill from
Zimmerman Electric. Lorraine made a motion to pay $300 reimbursement of the
bill for the church sign. Steffany Kaiser supported this motion and Tonja Nelson
seconded. Motion passed. Lori Smith made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s
Report. Tonja Nelson seconded. Motion passed.

BUSINESS: Krisie Janke, President, announced that $1,272 was raised for Huron
County Safe Place along with a $30 AT&T phone card. She also announced that
Lori Swartzendruber would like to get a picture with the group some time next
week.

Discussion was also made in regards to Pastor’s installation dinner. Kim Delpiere
made a motion to have reimbursement made for the decorations for the dinner.
Lori Smith seconded. Motion passed. It was announced that our ministry would
be putting together the table decorations for the upcoming Fish Fry. Easter cards
were purchased and a motion was made by Krisie Fritz to reimburse Lorraine for



the Easter cards. Maureen Reibling seconded the motion. Motion passed. Plans
were made to meet on March 10, 2026 to work on Easter cards. Lorraine LePage
will post the exact time on our Facebook group page.

Lori Smith opened up discussion about giving out flowers on Mother’s Day. There
was talk about purchasing 175 flowers to give out to all women who were present
for Mother’s Day service. Discussion then moved on to the upcoming garage sale
in June and putting the announcement in the Bulletin and Newsletter. Collection
for the garage sale would begin the end of May.

Kim Delpiere talked about the new Church member directory. Michelle from the
directory company will be attending the next ministry meeting in April at 1:15
p.m. Kim asked that everyone review the information for the company that she
had sent to submitted emails. Information about the new Church directory will be
put in the Bulletin and Newsletter.

There was also discussion about updating the Handy Helper list. Pastor Kevin
Kaiser suggested describing what the Handy Helper list is about, for example:
drivers, lifters, and cooks. There was also talk about using the phone blast (a
resource we already have) to find people to assist in needs. Lorraine LePage
suggested Pastor make an announcement in church about the Handy Helper’s list.

OTHER BUSINESS: Krisie Janke suggested getting business card magnets in a
design similar to Pastor’s business cards. Krisie will get prices for magnets.
Discussion was made about coffee hour needs. Lorraine LePage suggested listing
ministries in the bulletin that sign up for coffee hour.

The next coffee hour will be on March 29, 2026 with Krisie Janke, Maureen
Reibling, Steffanie Kaiser, and Laura Trost helping.

The next meeting will be held on April 8, 2026 at 1:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT: With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:30
p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted, Laura Trost




Youth and Education Notes
March

Welcome, Friends!

April is a busy month for youth with opportunities to serve and have fun and
fellowship. There is an event on Sunday, April 12 at Bay Shore Camp in Sebewaing
called B.L.A.S.T. (Building Lives Among Spiritual Truths) for all MS-HS (6th-12th
grade) youth from 4:00-7:00 PM. The cost is only $1 per youth! You can’'t go wrong
with games, food, music, and fun, so I'm hoping to hear from our youth that they are
participating. RSVP to Gwynne Barry by 4/7/26. Remember, friends are welcome!

A Scavenger Hunt in Pigeon is being planned for Sunday, April 26 beginning at
4:30 PM. A lot of preparation is being made for this event so we’re hoping our Middle
School and High School Youth will attend. It was SO much fun last year! We're
opening this up to other youth groups in our community as well. Adults are welcome
to help with transportation of the teams around town. Actually, the adults have as
much fun as the kids and we have pictures to prove it. Please RSVP to Gwynne Barry
by 4/19/26. Again, friends are welcome!

Adult Bible Study will continue after Easter on Wednesday, April 8 beginning at 6
PM. Our topic is “Walking Together”. There's always room around the table and
friends are welcome!

How can we continue to build on our relationships and our relationship with God?
Are there opportunities for Adult or Family or Youth Bible studies? Possibilities are
truly endless. See Gwynne if you have ideas we should explore. Better yet, be a part
of the planning! Friends are welcome!

We’'re looking ahead to Vacation Bible School (VBS). This year it will be Monday,
June 8-Thursday, June 11 from 9:00-11:30 AM. Many hands are needed as we guide
children. Prayerfully consider how you can help in areass of registration, crafts,
snacks, science, Bible story, technology, recreation, music, and more!

May each of us grow closer to God this Lenten season through Word and
Sacrament. We all look forward to the Alleluias of Easter! Jesus is our friend who
welcomes us.

In His love,
Your Friend,
Gwynne Barry



From the desk of
Mr. Wright...

Greetings Church:;

It seems like this year is flying by. We just started school and now it is April already. The
students in gym class all should be able to play catch with you. We have played a lot of games and are
getting better at competition, including winning and losing.

Basketball is winding down quickly and the parent versus student game will be here and anather
year of hasketball will be over. The haskethall players all improved greatly and the Elementary girls
team ended up with the best record. Everyone improved greatly and hopefully they can show you how
to shoot. Definitely a lot of fun and competition was had by all.

Thank you for letting me coach your students and | really enjoyed it.
1 Corinthians 9:24

“You know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way that you
may be victorious”

God Bless

Mr. Wright

| SO



School Cross Lutheran School Board Minutes From Thursday, March 5th, 2026
Board (To be approved at April 9 Meeting)

_m Present: Kevin Stachowiak, Pastor Kevin, David Faupel, Matt Egan, Michelle Walsh,
Katie Wilson, Whitney Peyerk

Report Absent: Rita Herford

Pastor Kevin opened in prayer at 5:39 pm.
David welcomed Michelle and Matt as new members of the board.

Katie made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Matt. Motion carried. A motion to ap-
prove the January 8 meeting minutes was made by Katie and seconded by Whitney. Motion carried.
No Guest presentations.

School Treasurer’s Report:

March 1 Total Balance: $65,173.51

There is around $13,000 in the Safety fund. More was received from the State of Michigan than
originally expected. Need to look into ways of replenishing the scholarship fund. Free/Reduced
lunches come out of the scholarship fund as well.

CEA Treasurers Report:
Whittney reported that the Winter Dinner Auction brought in $72,148.70. CEA balance as of
2/28/26 is $91,519.53.

CEA President's Report:

Katie reported that a discussion was had about potential uses for funds raised at the Winter Dinner
Auction. Options for sound-absorbing panels and other options for the gym will be looked into.
Quotes and options will be presented to the CEA then brought to School Board. It was approved that
the funds from the CD last year will be rolled into a new CD with an additional amount that together
will equal $15,000. This amount will be earmarked for the new roof fund. Matt is willing to donate his
time to build risers for the school that can be taken apart and stored with a minimal footprint. Erica
could create a CAD drawing so we have an idea of what they would look like. The cost would be
much less than buying risers. Lindsay is going to talk to Mrs. Eberly about the idea of building them.
Donuts with Dad will be Thursday, April 9th.

Principals Report:

March is reading month. The theme this year is March Madness. Lutheran Schools week was an-
other successful week of School Spirit. There is a group of five 7th and 8th graders going to the
State Competition for Robotics this weekend in Monroe. Michelle made a motion to pay for Mr.
Faupel's room for the Robotics tournament. Second by Matt and approved by all. Pastor Kevin
asked about the upcoming School Open House on April 9th. We are looking forward to seeing new
and prospective students for next year. There are several families that have expressed interest in
enrolling next year.

A concern has been brought forward that we do not store enough footage on our security system.
Several different options were discussed and the decision was made to upgrade the current system
to up to 24 cameras, possibly increasing the security in the church as well because the School utiliz-
es areas in the Church. A motion was made by Katie to utilize some of the funds from the security
grant to upgrade the current system at a cost of $4786.50. This motion was seconded by Whitney
and all were in favor.



The new water softener has been ordered which was funded in a reverse auction at the WDA. It
will be installed during Spring Break.

A leave day donation letter was brought forward. A motion was made to approve the donation of 7
leave days from one staff member to another second by Matt and was approved by all.

Basketball Stipends were discussed. Whitney ammended her original motion to increase the coach-
ing stipend to a total amount of $1,700, which will be distributed to the 3 coaches for the season.
The total amount will be taken from the Annual Fund. This motion was seconded by Matt and ap-
proved by all.

An additional vacuum is needed for cleaning. The CEA approved purchasing the vacuum which will
cost around $1,000.

Walmart grocery delivery is going to be looked into. Michelle made a motion to approve asking Mar-
cine if this is something that would help minimize trips to Bad Axe. Whitney seconded the motion
and all were in favor.

T-Mobil has made an offer to purchase the FCC license instead of leasing it from us. The money
currently goes into the Computer fund. Many questions were brought forward including what this
change would entail. Currently we are in a 30 year lease and are about 10 years in. The decision
was made to table the topic and take it to Church Council for discussion before any further discus-
sion.

5 Year Goals/Plans

Kevin reported that the committee met and they are asking the School to do a few things: first of
which is to form a task force/committee to help form cohesion between Church/School/Daycare. The
ideal members would be Pastor Kevin, School Board President, Principal, Daycare Director, Day-
care Board Representative. Church/School/Daycare logo unification: discussed the options of the
same logo but with unique wording. There is a 5 year plan for the School and also for the Church as
well.

Motion to adjourn by Katie at 7:10pm. Second by Whitney. Motion carried.
We closed the meeting with the Lord's Prayer
Next Meeting is Thursday, April 9th at 6 pm.

Respectfully submitted, Michelle Walsh

April Calander

March 30- April 6th - SPRING BREAK
April 9 - Doughnuts with dad 9am




April 2026 <

area scavenger
Hunt 4:30-6 pm

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 ? 3 @ 4
Maundy o’ Good
Thursday Friday
Service 7pm Service 7pm
Jean Quilters
1pm
CEA 4pm
School Board
SPRING BREAK
15 6 7 8 9 10 11
SS 8:45
am NO SCHOOL Worship & Music Chapel 7:55am Doughnuts with
Handbells 5:30pm . Dad 7:35am
Easter Service Mission Outreach
5:30pm 1pm Open House
9:30 am ) 4:30-6pm
Choir 6:30pm Bible Study 6pm
) School Board
Daycare 3:30pm 6pm
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
SS 8:45 am Handbells Stewardship Chapel 7:55am Jean Quilters
) 5:30pm ’ 1pm
Service 9:30 am 5:30pm Bible Study 6pm
) Council 7pm
Choir 6:30pm
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
SS 8:45 am Handbells Chapel 7:55am
Comm. Service 5:30pm Bible Study 6pm
9:30 am Choir 6:30pm
26 27 28 29 30
SS 8:45 am Handbells Chapel 7:55am
Comm. 9:30 am 5:30pm Bible Study 6pm
Youth- Pigeon Choir 6:30pm
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