
 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 

Synod Assembly Report 
     A joint synod Assembly of 
the North/West Lower 
Michigan Synod and 
Southeast Michigan Synod 
was held May 20-22, 2010 at 
the Lansing Center, Lansing, 
Michigan.  The theme "For 
the Lord Loves Justice" was 
taken from Psalm 37:28 "For 
the Lord loves justice; He will 
not forsake His faithful 
ones."  These powerful 
words reveal God's com-
passion for all who ex-
perience injustice and delight 
in those who dedicate their 

lives to lifting up the lonely, 
the lowly and the left- out. 
     The assembly began on 
Thursday at noon with a 
picnic lunch on the Capitol 
Lawn, giving folks an 
opportunity to discuss social 
justice issues with state 
senators and rep-
resentatives.  Thursday 
evening Opening Worship 
and Eucharist were presided 
over by Bishop Stephen 
Marsch.  An impressive 
offering of over $25,000 was 
received that evening for the 
ELCA World Hunger Appeal. 

       Friday began with 
Morning Prayer and a 
welcome from Bishop 
Schleicher.  A Churchwide 
Greeting and Report were 
given by Carlos Pena, Vice 
President of the ELCA.  He 
stated that Christ has no 
body on earth but ours, and 
he thanked us for our gifts of 
time and talents to the 
church.  We watched Bishop 
Hanson's greetings on a 
video entitled "Everyday 
Evangelists."  In 2009 the 
people of the ELCA said 
"Here I am  
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Lord, send me" and shared 
220,000 quilts with the world, sent 
aid to 80,000 people in Haiti after 
the earthquake and started up 32 
new congregations.   
      The next day and a half were 
long and busy days of worship, 
speakers, work-shops, plenary 
sessions, committee reports, re-
solutions and voting.  Resolution 
A (Ministry to Those Affected by 
Crime), Resolution B (Energy 
Stewardship), Resolution C (A 
Call to Citizenship) and 
Resolution D (Michigan's 2010-
2011 Budget- as amended) were 
all adopted.   Resolution E 
(Establishing a Non-Geographic 
Conference) was defeated.  
Resolution F (Justice and Water) 
and Resolution G (Living Water 
Ministries) were adopted.  If you 
are interersted in more 
information about the con-tent and 
wording of these resolutions, we 
would be glad to share that 
inform-ation with you.  During the 
Election of the  2011 Churchwide 
Assembly Voting Members, we 
had the opportunity to vote for our 
own Tom Shupe.  We are sad that 
he was not elected, but happy to 
report that he received 116 votes.  
     It was fun running into old and 
new friends at the as-sembly.  We 
were especially happy to see and 
get hugs from Pastor Tom 
Zollman and Pastor Orth.  We 
also had a chance to visit with 
Pastor Dawn Pooley.   
     A number of workshops were 
offered on Friday, and we 
attended Adoption: One Church 
One Child One Fam-ily presented 
by Vickie Thompson-Sandy, 
Lutheran Social Services of Mich-
igan's Vice President of Services 
for Children and Families.  Did 

you know that on any given day, 
LSSM has over 800 children in 
foster care, of which, many of 
them (up to 400 children per day) 
are working toward an adop-tion 
by their care giver?  Over 60 
children are ready for adoption, 
but have no family who has 
committed to adopting them.  
Many of these are children over 
the age of 8, but half of them are 
under the age of 10 and need to 
be adopted with their brother or 
sister.  We also attended A New 
Be-ginning for the World's 
Homeless, presented by Belmin 
Pinjic and Mihaela Mitrofan.  This 
workshop explained the barriers, 
challenges and achieve-ments of 
the LSSM Refugee Employment 
and Resettle-ment programs and 
what we can to do help.  
Refugees from Iraq are the 
highest number of people being 
processed.  There are 2 million 
refugees outside Iraq and 2 
million displaced inside Iraq.  In 
metropolitan Detroit they are only 
reset-tling those people who have 
U.S. ties (relatives).  The free 
cases (those with no U.S. ties) are 
going to Grand Rapids and Battle 
Creek.  Arrangements must be 
made for getting them 
apartments; filling the refrig-erator 
with food; picking them up at the 
airport; help-ing them apply for 
driver's licenses, assistance, filling 
out job applications, etc.   
      The keynote speaker on 
Friday afternoon was Bishop 
Margaret Payne of the New 
England Synod.  She chal-lenged 
us to 5 steps to doing justice:  1) 
Look up the river (see where the 
problem is coming from), 2) Cross 
a boundary (get to know peo-ple 
different from us), 3) Choose the 
right kind of guilt, 4) Think upside 

down and 5) Do one thing.  
      On Saturday morning at the 
closing worship, Bishop 
Schleicher told us that deep in 
each of us is a river of liv-ing 
water (Spirit) gushing, ready to 
come out of us.  It refreshes, 
renews, em-boldens us, provides 
us with words to speak for those 
whose lives have been 
diminished.  Drenched with the 
grace of God, we all have that 
living water.  We are diverse, yet 
we are the same (the elderly, the 
pri-soner, the child, the dis-abled, 
the refugee.)  God has already 
decided to lift up the lowly--we are 
on board to do His will.  Lord, 
direct us today. 
     We thank you for keeping us in 
your prayers as we traveled and 
represented Cross Lutheran 
Church and School at this 
assembly. 
******Respectfully submitted,  
******Mike and Connie Eden 

~~~~ 

What is Scrip? 

Scrip is a term that means 
“substitute money”. When you 
purchase scrip, you are 
purchasing negotiable gift 
certificates and prepaid cards that 
are used just like cash. You can 
use scrip to purchase everyday 
expenses like food, clothing, and 
other essentials, and with every 
purchase, you earn revenue for 
our organization. 

Scrip is a popular fundraiser 
because families don’t have to sell 
anything. 

Contact Maxine Rice at 989-656-
0304 to learn how you can put 
your shopping dollars to work! 



 





 



 


