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Listening for the Promise 

Weekly Devotional 
 

Ascension of the Lord — May 9, 2024 
 

“But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you,                      

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria,                
and to the end of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8 
 

   Bob Hope was an incredible man. He 
was known the world over for his humor, 
talent, and kind heart. He lived for one hun-
dred years and served many generations 
who laughed at his jokes, movies, and tele-
vision shows. Arguably his greatest contri-
bution to others was his live performances 
with the U.S.O. for deployed military 
troops. He gave so much to bring joy to 
others and he will be remembered for 
those events. Ever wonder what it was like 
to know him personally? It would have 
been impossible for Bob Hope to know 

everyone who loved him; he was one person trapped by time and space. 
We knew him, loved him, and considered him a part of our lives, but there 
was no way Bob Hope could ever know each of us personally. 
 
   Have you ever wondered what it was like to be a friend of Jesus? Have 
you wondered what it would have been like to travel with Him, to hear Him 
preach and teach, to see the miracles? It must have been a joy just to be 
with Jesus. Jesus worked with His disciples before and after the Resurrec-
tion, teaching them everything they needed to know to do His work in the 
world. When that work was complete, Jesus took them to the Mount of 
Olives where they worshipped him. He told them to wait for the promised 
Helper in Jerusalem. Then He ascended into heaven, never to be seen 
again. 
 
   Why did He have to go? Jesus was just as limited as Bob Hope, His flesh 
made it impossible for Him to meet every person face to face. The Church 
would never have grown if Jesus had stayed. He could not have touched 
the hearts of people in the four corners of the world as a man of flesh, even 
with His resurrected body. Jesus ascended into heaven so that He could 
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Preparing for Worship 

May 5 - Sixth Sunday of Easter 

1R – Acts 10:34-48, P – Psalm 98, 2R – 1 John 5:1-8, G – John 15:9-17 

May 9 – Ascension of Our Lord 

1R - Acts 1:1-11, P – Psalm 47,  2R – Ephesians 1:15-23, G – Luke 24:44-53 

May 12 – Seventh Sunday of Easter 

1R - Acts 1:12-26, P - Psalm 1, 2R - 1 John 5:9-15, G - John 17:11-19 

May 19  - Day of Pentecost 

1R - Ezekiel 37:1-14, P – Psalm 139:1-12 (13-16),  2R – Acts 2:14, 22-36, G - John 15:26-27, 16:4-15 

May 26 - Holy Trinity Sunday 

1R - Isaiah 6:1-8, P - Psalm 29, 2R - Acts 2:14, 22-36, G - John 3:1-17 

 

send the promised One, the Holy Spirit. Though Jesus is not here in flesh, He is here in a much bet-
ter way, a way in which we all can know Him. The Ascension was a sad moment for the disciples, 
they grieved the loss of their flesh and blood friend and teacher, but it was a reason for joy for the 
Church because it assured that we can have a personal relationship with our Lord Jesus. 
 

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2015, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.org), written by Peggy Hoppes. Scripture 
taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good 
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Cross Fish Fry 2024  
 

Let us all join, praising and thanking God for His many bless-
ings He has done great things!   
Thank you to over 85+ volunteers serving in a variety of ways 
to make the 14th annual Cross Fish Fry a success.  With the 
support of the congregation and community we served 467 
takeout and dine in orders.  There was a net income of 
$6,847.06. 
Special thanks to you, all the people who pull together and 
make this project a joy to be a part of!!  

 
This fundraiser would not be a success without all the donors and many anonymous gems, who 
have contributed to this event along with businesses, thanks for your dedication:  Bay Port State 
Bank, Caseville Family Market, Meijer’ of Bad Axe, CD Sandblasting, Cooperative Elevator Co., 
Main Street Family Restaurant, Huron Propane Gas LLC, Kevin Sturm, Thrivent Financial, Thumb 
Bank & Trust, Wallace Stone Quarry, Walsh Packing, Winsor Fire Department, and Zimmerman 
Electric. 
 
O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever. 1Chronicles 
16:34. 
 
Joy in the Journey, 
 
Leanne Smith  
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Celebrate 

 

THOSE IN NEED OF 

CONTINUED PRAYER 

Lori Smith, Alice Trost, Rachel 

Higgins, JB Barry, Ben Smith, 

Lori McKenzie, Paul Schuette, 

Connie Eden, Jim Siewert, 

Dawn Hendricks, Beth Elston, 

Kari Spearing, Brandon Fritz, 

Gene Parsell, Tim Voss, 

Michael Eden, Terry Sturm, 

Clark Elftman, Hannah Britt, 

Cordelia Trost, John Finneren, 

Tom Shupe, Whitney Peyerk, 

Joe Stodola, Matt Edler, Larry 

Adams,  Al Collison, Anna 

House, Susan Beller, Hope 

Kittel, Noah Adams, Kay 

Schuette, Roberta Danks, 

Corey Messing, Marvin Trost, 

Kevin Faupel, Ezra Sturm, 

Deann Lewis, Kayle 

Thepsourinthone, Robert 

Krzeszewski, Dolores Elftman 

. 

THOSE IN THE HONORABLE 

SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY 

Nicholas Swanson (U.S. Air 

Force), Michael Cox (U. S. 

Navy) 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

1 Iver Krzeszewski 

2 J.B. Barry 

 Michelle Richmond 

3 Andrea Herrygers 

 Andrew Licht 

4 Peg McCrimmon 

5 Patty Schulze 

6 Jody Blaszczyk 

8 Kelson Smith 

9 Amelia Peyerk 

10 David Shupe 

11 Brittany Richmond 

 Isaac Elston 

 Carol Schadd 

13 Linda Gardy 

 Corey Trost 

 Dale Schulz 

14 John Trowbridge 

15 Jan Love 

17 Kayla Smith 

 Carter Walsh 

19 Trevor Carriveau 

20 Bob Tate 

 Brianna Smith 

21 Roger Fritz 

 Dawn Rosenthal 

22 Jordan Trost 

 Paul Schuette 

Jonah Yackle 

23 Emma Smith 

25 Matt LePage 

27 Cole Walsh 

28 John Smith 

 Johnathon Higgins 

29 Zachary Kretzschmer 

30 Carol Diener 

 Donna Wheeler 

31  Leanne Smith 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

15 Jim  & Brenda Smith, 20 
 years 

23  John & Brigid Trowbridge, 
 37 years  

27 Duane & Karen Peterson, 
 35 years 

30 Mike & Jeanne Sting, 37  years 

          ~~~~~~~~~ 

Memorial Day observed 

May 27, 2024 
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From the Desk of...Kelly Gebauer 
Happy spring everyone! I’m sure glad for the sunshine and 
all the greenery that is budding and blooming. It is hard 
to believe we are in the last quarter of the school year. 
They say time flies when you are having fun. 

In the mornings in the 3rd-5th grade classroom I have 
had the pleasure to read many books this year with the 
students. Currently the 4th and 5th grade students are 
reading Hatchet by Gary Paulsen, one of my favorite 
authors. Every chapter we read leaves us wondering how 
Brian is going to survive in the Canadian wilderness. The 
students have been enjoying making connections and predictions. Sometimes we feel just as 
frustrated and hungry as Brian is in the story. The 3rd graders and I just finished reading a 
biography about Franklin Roosevelt. We learned about his life, history, and found inspiration. One 
lesson we learned is that when life is tough, do not give up. We also just started reading Sarah, Plain 
and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan and we are enjoying it. We are looking forward to learning how the 
characters cope with the changes in their lives and how they help each other through those changes. 

In the afternoons in 6th through 8th grade we just finished reading 
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis, another of my 
favorite authors. We really enjoyed making connections to the Bible as 
we read. Currently we are reading The Devil’s Arithmetic by Jane 
Yolen, which is a historical fiction book about the Holocaust. As we 

read we are learning about the Jewish 
culture and their immense struggles 
during WWII. We will be going 
deeper into this chapter in history after the students finish their 
renaissance projects for social studies. I would like to spotlight the 
6th-8th grade students for their awesome castles they created while 
learning about the middle ages. We are also continuing to pray for 
our government leaders both locally and globally.  

Something else we got to enjoy recently was the solar eclipse. 
Before the end of the school day we went outside with our 
stylish glasses and got to see the moon partially covering the 
sun. It was amazing! We are so blessed that we can 
experience God’s creation that was so carefully designed. 
Just another way God reminds us of his power and love. 

 

I’m looking forward to watching some of our fabulous 
students perform in the musical Honk! Jr. soon. Then we 
have our own Arts Extravaganza, which I’m super 
excited to see. If you haven’t checked out the poems on 
the bulletin board by our 6th-8th grade students, you 
should; Mrs. Turner is an amazing art teacher. Their 
poems are a reminder of how much Jesus loves us and 
that we never forget about his sacrifice on the cross.  

May Calendar 

5/16 Music & Art Extravaganza 

5/19 Students sing in Church & 8th 

 grade recognition 

5/24 Picnic/Field Day 

5/27 Memorial Day—NO School 

5/31 Last day of School, Closing Chapel 

 and KDG & 8th Grade Graduation 
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In memory of Inez Buchholz, 
for Cross Building fund: 

Don & Nancy Heck 

In memory of Inez Buchholz, 
for Cross Lutheran Church: 

Nancy Schuette 

In memory of Inez Buchholz, 
for Cross Scholarship fund: 

Myrna Born 

In memory of Inez Buchholz, 
for Cross Cemetery fund: 

Ken & Betty Licht 

In memory of Mary M. Hicks, 
for Cross Lutheran School: 

Tom & Bernice Shupe 

In memory of Glenn Shupe, for 
Cross Lutheran School: 

Tom & Bernice Shupe 

In memory of Bill Hurdelbrink, 
for Cross Lutheran School: 

Tom & Bernice Shupe 

In memory of Martin Knost, for 
Cross Building fund: 

Nancy Schuette 

In memory of Martin Knost, for 
Cross Lutheran Church: 

Christine Braun 

 

 

May Youth Event!! 

Message from Gwynne Barry: 

The flower beds at the parsonage 

need your attention! Clean up, pizza, 

and/or a family kickball game and 

bonfire will happen on either Satur-

day, May 11 at 6 PM or Sunday, May 

12 at 6 PM.  There is a concern that 

Sunday would not be the best choice as it is Mother’s Day, but 

we’ll go with the majority. Please RSVP to the text message I 

will be sending you, or contact me by phone or talk to me per-

sonally! Looking forward to some fun together! 
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CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 

 Tuesday, March 12, 2024 

(April minutes were not received in time for printing) 

 

The meeting was called to order by John Smith, at 7pm 

Present:  John Smith, Kim Fritz, Norm Nelson, John House, Josh Barry, Dick 

Koehler, Nancy Schuette, Kim Sears, Al Licht, David Faupel, Miki Thick.  

Guests: None Attending. 

 

DEVOTIONS:   John Smith shared a devotion and prayer. 

 

AGENDA:      John House, made a motion to approve the agenda, Kim Sears, 

seconded by. Motion carried. 

 

MINUTES:   Dick Koehler, made motion to approve the February minutes, 

John House seconded by.  Motion carried. 

 

STAFF REPORTS: 

Cross School: David Faupel, Principal  

Daycare: Miki Thick, has been made New Daycare administrator. 

                Jessica Swartz has resigned to stay home with children. 

 March 22 End of Marking period 
 March 25-April 1 Spring Break 
 Concern of Cleaning service, not doing cleaning up to standards needed. David Faupel, stated he has voiced 

concerns to School Board. David will post position for Cleaning and Maintenance position in June. The Salary 
being $22,000. With a well-designed job description done. 

Motion approved. Dick K. First, John House 2nd. 
 

GUEST REPORTS: None present 
 
OFFICER REPORTS:   

John Smith, President –Playground Building is moving ahead.  

Kim Fritz, Secretary – No new business 

Kim Sears, Treasurer – explained the month debits and credits. 

 Reported that income is under budget by $. 

 Kim and Beth Elston, have been getting ideas together for some Fundraisers 

  Motion was made by to accept the treasurer’s report, Dick K. First to approved, Josh B. 2nd motion made, motion 

carried. 

 

 

SCHOOL BOARD REPORT:   

Dick Koehler, School Board President 

  Custodial Issue was discussed and tabled 

 Safety and robotics grant, has been approved 

 Pay for Coaches was approved by school board. 3 Head Coaches and 2 Assistances, 

 Will receive $1500. Each. 

 

 
(Continued on page 7) 
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MINISTRY REPORTS – TRUSTEES 

Property: Al Licht 

 Steve Schulze, Neal Herford, working on cemetery cleanup 

 Mike Sting, ordering door 

 Pat Azarovitz, Mike Sting, and McCain Plumbing working on garbage disposal replacement 

 3 fire extinguishers were replaced in the church 

 Grading of playground area has begun 

Music & Worship: John House 

 The repair of the 60 yr. old organ or purchase an electric organ at a much cheaper rate 

 The repair of old organ. Decision talked t this time.  

 Beth Elston will be asked for her input of repair old or buy a new one. 

Stewardship: Norm Nelson 

 $950.00 Beneficence Fund is down  

Mission Outreach: Nancy Schuette 

 Coffee hour going well. The youth gotten involved which has been very nice. 

Parish Life: Nancy Schuette  

 Easter cards have been sent out to all members of Church. 

Youth & Education: Josh Barry  

 Feb 13 service, youth had a pancake benefit, there were games and craft makers. 

 It was received well there was an attendance of about 40 children attending. 

 March 10: there was only 1 child in attendance to youth 

 April 7: Youth Education 

 April 24: Scavenger Hunt in Pigeon. All invited to attend. You are asked to bring can food items for the food 

pantry. 

 Jun 17-20 is Vacation Bible School, be arranged by Rebecca Yackle and Gwynne Barry. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS:   

     Thank you received from Volunteer, Susan Hass, Title One, giving reading support. 

      She was given a gift of money for her help. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 Call Committee 

       Facebook Page: Rebecca Yackle has been working on it and in charge of any Church Info must go through her or 

John Smith. She’s putting information on it to Promote Church and School. Only Positive Information will be 

allowed on FB posts. 

 Working on updating Members list...take off inactive members. 

 Guest Pastors or Speakers are welcome. 

 NALC Disaster Appeal Liaison for Mission Outreach, we are going to help with that. 

Motion to Approve New Business, John House 1st motion, Kim Sears 2nd, 

Motion approved. 

 

Next Council Meeting – Tuesday, April 9, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. 

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, Kim Fritz  
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Cross Lutheran School Board Minutes from: 
April 4, 2024 

(To be approved at the May meeting) 
 

Members present: David Faupel, President Dick Koehler, Vice President Eileen Johnson 
Secretary Kevin Stachowiak, Katie Wilson, Rita Herford, Rebecca Yackle  
The meeting was called to order by Dick Koehler at 5:30pm.  Prayer was led by David Faupel. 
 
Agenda:  A motion was made by Rita Herford and seconded by Katie Wilson to accept the amended agenda.  The 
motion passed. 
 
Minutes:  A motion was made by Katie Wilson, seconded by Eileen Johnson to approve the minutes of the March 7, 
meeting.  The motion passed. 
 
Guests:  No guests 
 
Treasurers’ Reports: 
 School Balance:  $64,142.94 
 CEA/PTO Balance: $53,916.78 
 Hot Lunch: $1,653.73 
A motion was made by Eileen Johnson and seconded by Rita Herford to accept the Treasurers Reports.  The motion 
carried. 
 
CEA President’s Report:  Rebecca reported that expenses for mulch and borders have been paid.  Katie reported the 
Mom2Mom Sale was cancelled. 
 
Principal’s Report: 

 Students Registered for 2023-2024 remains stable at 64 
  DK:1   KDG: 10    1

st
:10   2

nd
: 9   3

rd
: 8    4

th
: 5   5

th
: 7   6

th
: 6   7

th
: 3   8

th
:5 

 Calendar 
End of April NWEA testing 

 
Old Business: 

 Dick updated us on the Pastoral Search/Call.  Our video is now online.  No responses yet, need to remain patient. 

 Classroom/grade level configurations 2024-25: no update, pending upcoming registrations 

 Hot Lunch Finances: tight, very active with deposits and expenses 
Eileen Johnson made a motion, seconded by Katie Wilson, to transfer $2000 from the Annual Fund to the 

Hot Lunch Fund. 

 Cleaning services: no update 
 

New Business: 

 Copy Machine: copy machine isn’t working smoothly.  Looking into replacement options. 

 2024-2025 Calendar: similar to Lakers with only a few proposed differences. 
A motion was made by Rebecca Yackle and seconded by Eileen Johnson to accept the proposed 2024-25 

school year calendar.  Motion passed. 

 Dress Code-Snowpants: 
A motion was made by Rita Herford and seconded by Katie Wilson to approve an amendment to the 

Appropriate Dress (From School Handbook p. 4-5) regarding winter gear.  Motion passed.  

 Tuition Assistance Request for next year 
A motion was made by Rita Herford and seconded by Eileen Johnson to approve tuition assistance for the 

2024-25 school year.  Motion passed. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:52pm and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The date of the next meeting will be May 2, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. 
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Mission Outreach Ministry 
 

April 10, 2024 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Krisie Fritz.  Those in attendance were Krisie Fritz, Maureen 
Reibling, Kim Delpiere, Kay Schuette, Tonja Nelson, Lorraine LePage, Trustee Nancy Schuette, and Council 
President John Smith.  A prayer was given by Krisie. 
 
The secretary’s report was given.  Kim made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by Kay, motion car-
ried. 
 
Treasurer’s report was given. 
 
Coffee hour was discussed and the group agreed to be in charge on April 28th with Lorraine, Maureen, Kim 
and Kay bringing snacks, and again on May 12th with Tonja, Krisie, Sandie and Lori hosting it. 
 
John Smith asked the group if we would have a member who would be a contact person for the NALC Disas-
ter Relief.  The members are considering this request. 
 
The church membership was also discussed and the council would like to have our church member list up-
dated to see who are active and inactive members.  John asked if our group is interested in taking on this 
project.  We said we would consider doing this but it will not take place until the garage sale is over and may 
not be until Fall.  An inactive member is one who has not transferred membership, has not attended church, 
has not given offering or donated to the church or has not communed in two years. 
 
The garage sale will take place June 1 thru June 8.  Set up times will be: 
 Saturday, June 1 – 9am to noon for drop offs 
 Sunday, June 2 – 9am to noon for drop offs 
 Monday, June 3 – 9am to 7pm for drop offs 
 Tuesday, June 4 – 9am to 3pm for drop offs 
Sale dates are: 
 Wednesday, June 5 – NO drop offs, pricing will take place 
 Thursday, June 6 – 9am to 5pm, Full price 
 Friday, June 7 – 9am to 5pm, Half price 
 Saturday, June 8 – 9am to noon, Free day 
Signs will be put on the doors at the Fish Fry to advertise it. 
 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The next meeting will be Monday, May 6th at 6:30 pm 
Respectfully submitted, Tonja Nelson 

Worship and Music Ministry 

April 2, 2024 

Members present: Peg McCrimmon, Mike Sting, John House – Trustee, Beth Elston, Karen Schuette – Chair. 

 *Reviewed the worship services during Holy Week and Easter. All went well with good comments from 
  the congregation. 

 *Discussed celebrating the 60th Birthday of our organ. 

 *Worship and Music discussion – We will use LBW Setting 2 after Trinity for our liturgy.  Dates to look 
  forward to in May – Thursday, May 9—Ascension (no worship service planned); Sunday, May 
  19—Pentecost; Sunday, May 26—Holy Trinity. 

NEXT MEETING – Tuesday, May 7, 2024 at 3:00 pm.  
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     May brings about a plethora of activity and preparation and celebration.  

Weather permitting, the planting of crops is in full swing.  Flower pots will 

begin to be filled (and possibly taken inside some nights). Spring and summer 

sports’ practices and games are in full swing.  Preschoolers, Kindergarteners, 

Eighth graders, and High Schoolers are graduating. College graduates are 

seeking jobs. Cross Lutheran members are cleaning out closets, drawers, and basements gathering items 

for the garage sale. Mission Outreach is requesting that members assist with that project.  Vacation Bible 

School team is finalizing details and recruiting helpers...Activities and preparations and celebrations. 

     On Pentecost, May 19, we will celebrate the Confirmation of two students of Cross Lutheran Church, the 

graduation of High Schooler, Grace Shupe, and Cross Lutheran School Eighth Graders, Aubrey Curtis, Con-

ner McLain, Julia Shupe, and Ella Wilson. What a celebration Sunday! 

     Our confirmands, Chase Gardy and Reid Zimmerman, have chosen their Bible verses and will speak 

about them.  Chase chose Psalm 46:5 “God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of 

day.” (NIV) Reid chose Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (NIV) These students will make pub-

lic profession of their faith as well as answer the following questions: 

 *Will you regularly gather among God’s people in worship to receive God’s Word and share in His 

Holy Supper? 

 *Will you be a witness to the faith that has been given to you and strive to 

remain steadfast in God’s Word? 

 *Will you be a servant to others and seek to love your neighbors, following 

in the footsteps of our Lord Jesus? 

 *Will you proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ and his lordship in your 

life through your daily words and deeds? 

     Their response should be “I will, and I ask God to help and guide me.”  I want you to consider your re-

sponse to these questions. Is your response reflected in your actions?     

     There are many activities scheduled in our near future where your help is needed 

to proclaim the good news…among them are the garage sale, VBS, Sunday School 

and Youth events, Bible Study on Wednesday evenings. If we have even a portion of 

volunteers and enthusiasm we demonstrated at the Fish Fry, those events would be 

off the charts, too.   Those organizing those events are busy with preparations al-

ready.  What a celebration it would be to have 60 people to help with the garage 

sale!  What a celebration it would be to have volunteers for VBS come forward! What 

a celebration it would be to have Sunday School full and all our youth involved in 

worship and activities! What a celebration it would be to have multiple Bible study 

groups! What a celebration it would be to have a full bell and choral choir! SO many 

opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ. 

     How are you responding to the questions asked of the confirmands? I pray it is a wholehearted answer of, 

“I will, and I ask God to help and guide me.”  There are so many opportunities to glorify God in our church 

and community in our activities, preparations and celebrations! 

In His love, 

Gwynne Barry 

Ministry of Youth and Education 
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