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In Matthew 14:22-33, we read of Jesus walking on the
Sea of Galilee and stilling a storm at sea.

Verse 14:22: Jesus tells the disciples to get into a boat
and precede Him to the other side of the Sea of Gali-
lee. (We are not told at this point how Jesus Himself
planned to get to the other side.) Eventually, Jesus
dismisses the crowds — no doubt, those who had par-
ticipated in the feeding miracle.

Verse 14:23: Jesus then goes up on a mountain and
prays alone, until evening comes.

Verse 14:24: The disciples, who are now some dis-
tance from shore, find their boat being tossed about by
turbulent waves, for “the wind was against them.” The
Greek word used here (basanizo) says literally that
they were “tormented/tortured” by the waves; perhaps
a comparison to the torment and fear the devil inflicts
upon us in our life.

Verse 14:25: “During the fourth watch of the night,”
Jesus came walking toward them on the sea. Although
the NRSV translates this section, “early in the morn-
ing,” the Greek text states, “And in the fourth watch of
the night.” The fourth watch was from 3 a.m. to 6 a.m.
The Romans divided the twelve hours between 6 p.m.
and 6 a.m. into four equal parts called “watches.”

Verse 14:26: When the disciples see Jesus walking
toward them across the water, they are terrified. They
think they are seeing a ghost. (According to 14:1-2,
Herod thought of Jesus as perhaps a ghostly apparition
of John the Baptist come back to life.) However, Jesus
is about to deepen their understanding of who He
really is.

Verse 14:27: Jesus exhorts them to be courageous and
not be afraid. The Greek words translated as “It is I” in
the NRSV are ego eimi, “I AM.” They are an awesome
formula of self-revelation (see Exodus 3:14). Jesus
presents Himself to His disciples as the incarnate and
saving presence of the eternal God.

Verses 14:28-31: When Peter asks Jesus to enable
him also to walk on the water, Peter disembarks, ap-
parently walks a short distance on the water, and then
begins to sink into it. Jesus comes to Peter’s rescue —
but also rebukes him gently for his lack of faith.

People often assume that Jesus was hoping for Peter
to be successful in this endeavor, to learn the lesson
that “anything is possible if we try hard enough.”

But Jesus knew what would happen. He was actually
showing Peter what was not possible by human effort.
As Martin Luther once wrote in his Small Catechism,
“I believe that I cannot by my own understanding or
effort, believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to
him...” Salvation is an act of God alone!

Verses 14:32-33: After Jesus and Peter get into the
boat, the wind dies down. Those who remain in the
boat pay homage to Jesus and say, “Truly, You are the
Son of God.” Their eyes are opening! Jesus can do
more than walk on water; He can still storms at sea!
Although the Jewish people were afraid of the deep,
Jesus’ actions point to the fact that the Creator and
Owner of the universe has power over every aspect of
the created order. Here note Psalm 77:19; 107:23-32;
Job 9:8; 38:16; Sirach 24:4, 6.

But there is more in this incident that points us to a
deeper promise. The entire incident conjures up imag-
es of the early church suffering torments of persecu-
tion and experiencing doubts about the presence and
power of the Lord. These are the trials and temptations
of the devil we face as believers.

However, God’s people, who know Jesus as the “I
AM,” have cause to rejoice — and the confidence to
know that their cries of “Lord, have mercy!” are al-
ways heard and acted on by the Lord of creation, time,
and eternity. God may not always do what people
desire, but He will always do what is in keeping with
His good and gracious will.
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