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“LfJesus said,} “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to

be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. >And
when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the
synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, | say to you,
they have received their reward. °But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door
and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward
you.”

- Matthew 6:1, 5-6 -

“Look at me! I did good, right?”” When my kids were younger, they
wanted to make sure their dad and | were watching them when they did
something they were proud of. Maybe they had drawn a picture or learned
to ride their bike without training wheels. Whatever it was, they always
looked to my husband and me for praise and approval. Children need
encouragement from their parents, so it’s understandable. They’re looking
for an “atta boy” or “atta girl” to boost their esteem and encourage them to
keep on doing a job well done.

As God’s children, we find ourselves doing the same thing. At times,
we are guilty of showing up at church, so that others will notice that we’ve
come. We might want others to notice how faithful we are; we are good,
little Christian boys and girls coming to worship our Father. And at times,
we are guilty of praying in presence of others for the sole purpose that, once
again, they’ll notice our prayers and our faithfulness. Yes, we want a pat on
the back, not only from our Christian brothers and sisters, but from our
Heavenly Father. We want to make our Father proud.

But do you notice what Jesus says about this in Matthew, chapter 6?
These verses come from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Jesus says that if this
is the motivation behind our praying and worshiping, then shame on us! We
are doing it for the wrong reasons. We don’t need to be praised, encouraged,
or rewarded for our worship and prayer. In fact, Jesus says, we ought to go
do so in secret. Why’s that? Because what really matters is the relationship
that is strengthened through our worship and prayer. No one else needs to
see or hear how well we do (or how well we don’t do.) The reward isn’t in
some sort of praise from others. Our reward is great—even greater than
praise and encouragement. Our reward is in Heaven.

Our conversations with God, our worship of God, and our praise of God
will strengthen the relationship with have with our Heavenly Father. And as
we spend time in prayer and worship, we are reminded of God’s promises
and his greatest gifts to us: forgiveness of sin, life, salvation.


http://www.crosslutheranpigeon.org
http://www.crosslutheranschool.org
mailto:@crosslutheranpigeon.org

Preparing for Worship

Februaryl Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
1R — Micah 6:1-8 P — Psalm 15, 2R — 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, G - Matthew 5:1-2 #

February 8 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

1R - Isiah 58:9-9a, P — Psalm 112:1-9, 2R — 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16) , G — Mat-
thew 5:13-20

February 15 Transfiguration of Our Lord

1R - Exodus 24:8-18, P - Psalm 2:6-12, 2R - 2 Peter 1:16-21, G - Matthew 17:1-9
February 18 Ash Wednesday ?
1R -Joel 2:12-19 P -51:1-13 (14-19) 2R - @ Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 G -Matthew 6:1-
6, 16-21

February 22 First Sunday of Lent

Worship and Music Ministry

Members Present: Beth Elston, Mike Sting, Peg McCrimmon, Pastor Kevin Kaiser,
John Trowbridge — Trustee, John Smith — Council President, Karen Schuette — Chair.

*Review of Advent and Christmas Worships — all went well!

*Pipe organ committee — John T reported that it was difficult to get the members to-
gether to meet. It was suggested that using “Zoom Call” would work.

*Paraments and Hymn numbers — Peg reported that it is difficult to get the Altar Guild
members to meet to decide on and order green paraments. Finding a source for hymn
numbers has “dried up.” Pastor Kevin suggested having wooden numbers made by
tech students at Lakers may be the answer. It was also discussed that the hymn num-
ber holders on the brick wall in front of the nave are irregularly spaced and hard to
place the old card board numbers we now use. Peg and Karen will talk to Neil Herford
about a solution.

*Advent wreath — the frame on top of the stand holding the wreath is unstable. Peg
and Karen will talk to Neil Herford on how to stabilize it.

*Mid Week Lenten Services — Pastor Kevin and Mike will plan.

NEXT MEETING — TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2026 AT 5:30 PM
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BIRTHDAYS

2/1 Jeanne Stink
2/2 Shawn Deer
2/3 Eileen Johnson
Brenda Kretzchmer
2/4 Charles Buchholz
Matthew Zimmerman
2/6 Kimberly Sears
2/7 Alex Cucinello
Connie Eden
Mike LePage
2/8 Michael Siewert
2/9 Greta Elston
2/10 Robert Irion
2/12 Landon Blaszczyk
2/13Lucy Thepsourinthone
Kirk Yackle
2/14 Muriel Hurdelbrink
Travis Roestel
Christina Stoutenburg
Grace Trost
2/16 Jen Iron-Sears
2/19 Tim Fritz
Chase Gardy
2/20 Charlotte King
Dorothy Thuemmel

2/23 Joe Grammentz
2/24 Paul Kunisch
2/26 Lily Yackle
Gwen R. Zimmerman
2/27 Sarah Rummel
Sara Schadd

We

hecause
He first
loved us.

1 John 4:19

ANNIVERSARIES
2/9 Todd & Emalee Osentoski
2/13 Robin & Ann Buschlen

THOSE IN NEED OF
CONTINUED PRAYER

Dorothy Thuemmel, Carol
Diener, Steve Schulze,
Bernice Shupe, Rachel
Higgins, Connie Eden, Jim
Siewert, Beth Elston,
Brandon Fritz, Gene Parsell,
Mike Eden, Terry Sturm,
Clark Elftman, Hannah Biritt,
John Finneren, Tom Shupe,
Whitney Peyerk, Joe Stodola,
Matt Edler, Larry Adams, Al
Collison, Susan Beller, Hope
Kittel, Noah Adams, Kay
Schuette, Marvin Trost, Kevin
Faupel, Ezra Sturm, Marilyn
Blunt, Alan Licht, Richard
Baranski.

CROSS CHURCH SHUT
INS

Vivian Buschlen, Cordelia
Trost, Roberta Danks,
Marvin Trost and Connie
Eden

THOSE _IN_SERVICE_OF
OUR COUNTRY

IL.ove is patient,
Love is Kind.
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In memory of
Robert Tate:

- to the Church General
Fund:

Kent & Lori McKenzie
Cynthia Powell

Trevor & Kristy Carriveau
George & Linda Gardy
John & Jill Champagne
Randal Schulze

Karen Anklam

Steve & Joy Mcintosh
Dennis Schulze

Del & Evelyn Conkright
Jack & Pamela Sturm
Robert & Eilene Johnson
Jacqueline Johnson
Douglas & Dianne Yackle
Anonymous

- to the School:
Gerald & Marilyn Buchholz

- to the Building Fund:
Ronald & Eileen Johnson
Donald & Nancy Heck

- to the Quilts:
Ronalds & Bonita Schulz

Mark Your Calendar!!!

SAVE THE DATE-
CROSS FISH FRY!

The date is Friday,
March 20, 2026 and there
are lots of roles to fill!
How can you help?

Placing flyers in Pi-
geon, Bay Port, Caseville,
Elkton, Bad Axe, Sebe-
waing, and surrounding
areas and businesses. Text
Leanne where you are
posting them.

Donations for fish,
beans, oil, potatoes,

coleslaw, paper prod-
ucts, and drinks.

We need someone or a
few people working

together to be in
charge of decorating ta-
bles. Simple is good!

We need desserts, some
packaged for take outs.
(We are known for our
wonderful selection!)
There will be sign-up
sheets on the welcome
desk in the overflow.

Lots of help is needed
with prep the day before,
set-up the day of meal,
serving and take out

4

stations, gym area, and
clean-up after the event.
Sign up sheets will be in
the church overflow in
February.

Come, bring your fam-
ily, invite your friends
and community, and en-
joy the fellowship and
meal!

If there are any busi-
nesses or persons that
would like to donate, we
will have a thank you
printed as recognition of
a donation or you can re-
quest to be anonymous.

Call or text Leanne
Smith at 989-553-4241.

In the past there have
been many hands in-
volved in this project and
it has been a joy to see
this event come together
with so many working to-
gether in the Body of
Christ. Proceeds for this
event have been dis-
bursed to Youth, Building
Fund, General Fund,
School, Daycare, Scholar-
ship Fund, Hot Lunch,
and Capital Improvement
Fund.

Blessings on the Journey,
Leanne Smith
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CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH

COUNCIL MINUTES
Tuesday, December 15, 2025

Church Council

Attending: John Smith, Al Licht, Kim Delpiere, Kim Sears, Kevin Stachowiak, Peter

Minutes
He Shupe, Josh Barry, John Trowbridge and David Faupel.

Absent: Kim Fritz and Miki Thick

Guests: none

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by John Smith at 7:05 P.M.
Opening Prayer/Devotional: John Smith opened with prayer and devotion.

Approval of Agenda: Motion to approve the agenda made by Kevin Stachowiak, 2~ Kim Sears, Motion
passed.

November Council Minutes: Motion for approval of November Minutes made by Kim Delpiere, 2~ by Kevin
Stachowiak. Motion for approval of November minutes passed.

Presidents Report: NALC Conference calls.
Principal Report: The work in the gym going smoothly. Thanked John Trowbridge for heading it up.

Early Childhood Center: Motion made by Kim Delpiere to accept new contact for Miki Thick. 2~ by Al Licht.
Motion Passed.

School Board: Kevin Stachowiak reported: Highlights from Cross Lutheran School Board Meeting held
December 4, 2025. Whitney Peyerk is new to the Board, filling the CEA Treasurer position. It will be a very
active December at the school with the Christmas Fair (Dec. 12), Christmas caroling (Dec. 16), and Christmas
Palooza (Dec. 19 at 1:00pm and 6:30 pm). Christmas break is from December 22-January 2. Enrollment is
steady but we will add 1 student in January. The School Board is recommending that they change school
enrollment policy to a continuous enrollment format, which would be following the majority of schools in the
area. A motion was made by Kim Delpiere to follow the School Board recommendation for a
continuous enrollment policy. 2+ by Kim Sears. Motion passed. The School Board is also recommending that
they change their $50 Registration Fee to a $100 Down Payment. The motion was made by Kim Sears to
follow the School Board recommendation to a $100 Down payment. 2~ by Peter Shupe. Motion passed. The '
School Board is recommending that they raise tuition $50 for the first child and $100 for each additional child
for the 2025/2026 school year. That would bring our tuition prices up to the following:

—
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Non Member : First Child $2,600—Each Additional Child $2,000
Member : First Child $2,150—Each Additional Child $1,600

The motion was made by Peter Shupe to follow the School Board recommendation for raising School tuition.
2~ by John Trowbridge. Motion passed.

Secretary: Kim Fritz not present, no known communications.

Treasurer: Kim Sears reporting starting with a beginning balance of $142,903.11 as of 11/1/2025 and an
ending balance of $142, 942.76 on 11/30/2025. Motion to approve the treasurer’s report was made by Kevin
Stachowiak, 2~ by Al Licht, Motion passed.

Properties: Al Licht — Nothing to report at this time.
Worship & Music: John Trowbridge; nothing was reported

Mission Outreach: Kim Delpiere, shared report; Highlights from the Mission Outreach committee meeting
held December 3, 2025.

Krisie made a motion to pay Lori S. for the Advent calendars and Christmas cards. After much discussion Kim
D. made a motion to rescind the previous motion for outreach to purchase the washer and dryer for the
church parsonage. The new Motion made by Maureen is that Mission Outreach would donate up to $1,500
to the church general fund to offset the cost of the parsonage washer and dryer. The new member packets
were put together. They will be stored for now, on the welcome desk and will be handed out to visitors. The
OCC went will, 247 boxes were packed and shipped. The food pantry supplies was delivered. We will
continue to ask for donations, because of the great need. A Clothing drive is also taking place so nice, clean
clothes may be dropped off at the food pantry. Lori S. sent out 8 cards to the shut-ins for Thanksgiving and
several other cards for various reasons. The outreach committee passed a motion by Kim D. to donate $1,000
to the general fund to help with the cost of helping the electric sign communicate with the office computer.
It was recommended that it be brought to Church Council for approval of the new Church Bulletins. The new
Bulletins will cost $9.99 per week. A Motion was made by Kevin Stachowiak for money to come from the
general fund to pay for the Bulletins. 2~ by Kim D. Motion passed. Outreach will be hosting coffee hour
December 21, 2025. Some projects for the 2026 year we are looking at. A new Mission Outreach secretary, a
new membership directory, NALC collection in the Spring. Our next meeting will be January 7, 2025.

Parish Life: Kim Delpiere; nothing to report at this time. '

Youth: Josh Barry reported, Christmas Caroling 12/16/25 for students and adults. Meeting in gym 4:45.
Potluck/pizza supper to follow. All are welcome. — Sunday 1/4/26 Euchre event 4:30 -6 P.M. All church/school
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\ children are encouraged to b;r;;;:a\leorstuffed animal to pack with the quilts. Notes will also be written
and included in the shipment. The event begins at 4:00 and lasts about an hour. Rehearsals for “Live from the
1. Century!”, the children’s program are being held during Sunday School, with a final dress rehearsal on
Friday, December 19+ from 11:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. with lunch provided. Parish Life is helping with the lunch.
The program will be during the sermon time on 12/21/25. — Another Adult Bible Study will begin in January.
We will meet on Wednesdays beginning January 7at 6:00 p.m.

Old Business:

eThe gym doors have been repaired

eSoftener for the school kitchen, Kevin Stachowiak made a motion that the church allows the school CEA
to purchase a water softener and Culligan salt contact. The salt will be purchased by the school general
fund. 2~. By Kim Delpiere. Motion passed.

eWasher and dryer for the parsonage, after the donation from Mission Outreach of $1,500, the remaining
balance will be paid from the general fund.

eNew computer for the sound system in church, Kevin Stachowiak has offered to replace the church's
computer with one from the Caseville Small Animal Clinic.

eThe church budget was passed by the members of Cross Lutheran Church.

New Business:

e Cross Lutheran Church web site, Kathy Azarovitz has volunteered to help with web site to bring it up to
date.
eBikes; 2 used bikes were dropped off at the school.

Motion to Adjourn: Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Kim Delpiere. 2 by Peter Shupe. Motion
passed.

The meeting was closed by saying the Lord’s Prayer at 9:15 p.m.
Next meeting: January 13, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Kim Delpiere
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Hello from our Preschool Corner of Cross Lutheran Early Childcare Center!

We have been learning about different countries around our amazing world that God has created
for us this past month! From the Saint Basil's Cathedral in Russia to the Great Pyramids in Egypt.
But our favorite lesson was about the Great Wall of China! Last month, Mrs. Charissa's husband,
Mitch, had to take a work trip to China for a few weeks. The Preschoolers enjoyed being able to do
video calls with Mr. Mitch a few times while he was there. The biggest surprise for us was when we
were getting up and starting our preschool day, Mr. Mitch was getting ready for bed! The
preschoolers sure had a hard time trying to figure out how that worked! Also while we were having a
huge blizzard and cold weather, He was in a t-shirt enjoying warmer weather! The preschoolers also
had a lot of questions for him! we had just learned about how pandas live in China, so they were
wondering if he had seen any at that time. and they wanted to know what kind of food he was
eating. The biggest thing that they were very amazed by was the fancy toilets that they have in
China! They were able to witness that when you would open the
bathroom door, the toilet seat would magically open for you! A few
weeks later, when Mr. Mitch returned back to Michigan, he visited
our classroom and brought each preschooler a little piece of candy |
from China! Some of the children thought it was yummy, while

others were not quite sure what to think! It is always fun to learn &,
about and explore other countries through our lessons, but it sure i3 \ \
was an awesome experience for our preschoolers to get a one on one W|th someone visiting one of
these places!

We have been doing our best to ride out
this crazy winter we have been having so far!
We made sure to stop and say "Hi" to baby
Jesus in the front yard manger at Cross
Lutheran during one of our warmer winter
storms. You may have also seen some of our
fun snowman friends we've build around the
Cross Lutheran yard. The biggest one we
named Frosty and the
other was Chef Spaghetti!
| pray you all have been
staying warm during this
wonderful winter season, and that you are feeling the love of Jesus
in your life through all of the snow and cloudy weather!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Charissa Yurkovich
Lead Preschool Teacher at Cross Lutheran Early Childcare Center

(R 2V -/
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Mission Outreach Ministry

January 7, 2026
The meeting of the Mission Outreach Ministry was called to order at 1:00 p.m.
by President Krisie Janke.
Those in attendance were Tonja Nelson, Laura Trost, Nancy Heck, Kay Schuette,
Krisie Janke, Maureen Reibling, Kim Delpiere, Lori Smith (phone chat), Lorraine

LePage ( phone chat), Pastor Kevin Kaiser, Steffany Kaiser and church council presi-
dent, John Smith. A prayer was given by Krisie.

The secretary's report was handed out. A motion made by Kim and seconded by/
Maureen to accept the minutes. The motion passed.

The treasurer's report was given. A motion made by Tonja and seconded by Krisie to

accept the report, motion carried.

A thank you for the donation to Safeplace was read. It was greatly appreciated and

will be put to good use to support the survivors of domestic abuse living there.

Laura Trost will be taking over the position of secretary starting in February to re-/
place Tonja. Krisie will remain as president and Lorraine as treasurer. A motion to

accept these officers was made by Steffany and seconded by Kay. The motion car- ‘

ried.
The garage sale dates have been scheduled for May 30 - June 3, for set up and sale

days will be June 4-6.
( = The outdoor sign now has the wire running from the church to the sign and should be

working properly very soon.

Some 2026 project being looked into are,
- A pajama and pillow donation

4 - Spring NALC donation or project
- New membership directory

Coffee hour for our group will be January 25. Krisie, Maureen, Stephanie, Kay and
Lori will be bringing snacks.

There are still some old chairs that are being stored at church that we would like to
sell. Contact any member if you are interested in them.

Our next meeting will be on February 4, 2026 at 1:00. --
With no further business to discuss the meeting was adjourned with the Lord's
Prayer.




Youth and Education Notes

February may be the shortest month, but it is jam packed with opportunities to
demonstrate God's love and serve Him with your time and talents. Many thanks
to all who respond with “Yes”!

Sunday School attendance has remained steady. Prayerfully consider teach-
ing. You know the importance of this ministry to our children. The sign up sheet
and curriculum are located on the small table by the pastor’s office. All meet in the
gym promptly at 8:45 AM and then will go to the designated classrooms for the
lessons.

Open Gym at Cross each Sunday from 4:30-6 PM has been fun and there is
something for all ages. There are card games, board games, basketball, and
more. You are welcome to bring games or ideas. | need someone to supervise on
February 8. Could you serve in this way?

There will be a Youth Event for PS-High School students on Tuesday, February
17 from 4:30-6 PM. We will gather in the sanctuary for opening worship and then
move to the gym. We will be celebrating FAT Tuesday with special treats and ac-
tivities. This will be a great event as we begin our Lenten journey. Direct your
youth’s RSVP to Gwynne Barry (989-551-2452) by 2/12/2026.

There is room for you at Wednesday Night Bible Study at 6 PM. No experience
necessary! Come dig into His word as we explore “Walking Together”. We will sus-
pend Wednesday Night Bible Study during Lent and resume after Easter since
there will be Wednesday Lenten services this year.

Check out the church bulletin, church/school calendar, and weekly announce-
ments. There are many ways to serve at Cross Lutheran. Serve in the choirs.
Serve as ushers. Serve as readers. Serve in one of the ministries. You are being
called to serve. Prayerfully consider how!

Holy God, you have called the members of your church to be disciples in the world
you created. As you draw us deeper into your ,
heart, empower us to be your faithful servants in God is
the world you love. Comfort us in our sorrows, LOVE
equip us for your work, and bless us with your ot
grace and goodness. In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.
(written by Rev. Scott Black,
“Walking Together” Bible Study)
Serving in love,
Gwynne Barry
Youth and Education
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Cross Lutheran School Board Minutes from: SChOOl
January 8, 2026 Board

(To be approved at the February meeting) N

Members present: Pastor Kevin Kaiser, Principal David Faupel, Report
President Kevin J. Stachowiak, Rita

Herford, Whitney Peyerk, Katie Wilson. Absent: Vice President Eileen Johnson, Secre-
tary Rebecca Yackle

The meeting was called to order by Kevin J. Stachowiak at 5:31pm. Prayer was led by
Pastor Kevin.

Agenda:
A motion was made by Rita Herford and seconded by Katie Wilson to accept the agenda.
Minutes:

A motion was made by Rita Herford, seconded by Katie Wilson, to approve the minutes
of the

December 4, 2025 meeting. The motion passed.
Treasurers’ Reports:

School Balance: $65,884.57

CEA/PTO Balance: $25,167.87

Hot Lunch: $1,581.66

A motion was made by Rita Herford, and seconded by Katie Wilson to accept the Treas-
urers’ Reports.

The motion carried.

CEA President’s Report: Christmas Fair went really well. Lot of energy going towards
the Winter Dinner

Auction at this time. Planned for February 21, 2026.
Principal’s Report:

] Students Registered for 2025-2026 increased to 61
[IDK:3KDG:111st:42nd:73rd:74th:85th:76th:67th:48th:4
] Calendar

) January 16, End of Marking Period, %2 Day
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Old Business:

] Water Softener was approved by Church Council, will be installed pending Winter
Auction fundraiser.

] Continuous Enrollment letter developed.

] Safety Grant has been received.

New Business:

] Security Camera data is stored for a limited time. Will get bids for longer term
storage.

] Robotics Coaching Stipend. A grant is being applied for to offset the cost of the
coaching stipend, with the school matching 25%. A motion was made by Rita Herford
and seconded by Katie Wilson to maximize the grant/stipend.

Other Business

5-Year Goals/Plan: Looking forward to Church Council working on their 5 year plan
this month.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:49pm and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

February Calendar

2/3 6-8th grade Basketball @ Home vs. Lakers 5:30pm
2/5 6-8th grade Basketball @ Home vs. Lakers 5:30pm
2/7 3-6th grade girls Basketball @ Akron-Fairgrove
10am

2/9 Full day of school * NO LAKER BUSES

2/12 6-8th grade Basketball @ Home vs. Lakers

5:30pm
2/13 NO SCHOOL

2/16 NO SCHOOL
2/21 3-6th grade Boys Basketball @ Owen-Gage
10:30am
CEA Winter Dinner Auction 4:30pm
2/28 3-6th grade Boys Basketball @ Caseville 10am

12



Mission Outreach Ministry
January 7, 2026

The meeting of the Mission Outreach Ministry was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by President
Krisie Janke.

Those in attendance were Tonja Nelson, Laura Trost, Nancy Heck, Kay Schuette, Krisie
Janke, Maureen Reibling, Kim Delpiere, Lori Smith (phone chat), Lorraine LePage ( phone chat),
Pastor Kevin Kaiser, Steffany Kaiser and church council president, John Smith. A prayer was
given by Krisie.

The secretary's report was handed out. A motion made by Kim and seconded by Maureen to
accept the minutes. The motion passed.

The treasurer's report was given. A motion made by Tonja and seconded by Krisie to accept
the report, motion carried.

A thank you for the donation to Safeplace was read. It was greatly appreciated and will be put
to good use to support the survivors of domestic abuse living there.

Laura Trost will be taking over the position of secretary starting in February to replace
Tonja. Krisie will remain as president and Lorraine as treasurer. A motion to accept these offi-
cers was made by Steffany and seconded by Kay. The motion carried.

The garage sale dates have been scheduled for May 30 - June 3, for set up and sale days
will be June 4-6.

The outdoor sign now has the wire running from the church to the sign and should be working
properly very soon.

Some 2026 project being looked into are -

- A pajama and pillow donation

- Spring NALC donation or project

- New membership directory

Coffee hour for our group will be January 25. Krisie, Maureen, Stephanie, Kay and Lori will
be bringing snacks.

There are still some old chairs that are being stored at church that we would like to sell. Con-
tact any member if you are interested in them.

Our next meeting will be on February 4, 2026 at 1:00 p.m..

With no further business to discuss the meeting was adjourned with the Lord's Prayer.

Respectfully submitted, Tonja Nelson
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