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Listening for the Promise 
Weekly Devotional 

 
February 17, 2021 — Ash Wednesday 

 

“Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your5abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly 

from my5iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.” - Psalm 51:1-2 - 
 

   Each year, the season of Lent poses the ultimate question, “How is it 
with your soul?” And we, who like to be in control, are given a smudge on 
our forehead to remind us that we are not. This smudge is a reminder that 
my bank account, my reputation, my skill, my good health, my acts of 
devotion – none of these can remove the specter of death from my life. 
See, you and I have this tendency, not only to deny death, but through our 
transgressions, we deny life with amazing regularity. This season of Lent 
calls us to examine our hearts, that we might compare ourselves, not to 
friends or neighbors or fellow disciples, but to Jesus Christ. 
 
   Psalm 51 is King David’s attempt to come to terms with his enemy – not 
some neighboring tribe or some invading nation, but himself. He is dealing 
with an inner battle of right and wrong, sin and guilt. Much like the battles 
you and I fight every day, and for David, it’s a losing battle. 
 
   David lost his battle with lust when he saw the beautiful Bathsheba 
bathing on the rooftop. He lost a second battle as lust gave way to 
adultery, and he lost again when adultery gave way to murder and the 
death of Bathsheba’s innocent husband. The prophet Nathan confronts 
David with his sin, and now David must ask, “How is it with your soul?” 
 
   The dust of guilt blows hard against him, stinging his conscience and 
making his life a gritty mess. In his selfish pursuit of pleasure, David has 
travelled far down a path which has taken him from God. He knows he 
cannot continue this painful road, so he turns around, turns back to God in 
an act of repentance. He pleads with God, “Blot out my transgressions. 
Wash away my iniquity.” 
 
   Ash Wednesday reminds us that we have a problem – we are sinners. 
But Ash Wednesday is also a promise, because that smudge of ash on our 
foreheads is in the sign of the cross, the sign of life and hope. We sing in 
worship, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit 
within me.” We do so because we know we cannot do better on our own 
stream. It’s why we need a Savior. It’s why Jesus died. For you. For me. 
The ability to receive this great love is a gift, that enables us to answer, “It 
is well.” 

http://www.crosslutheranpigeon.org
http://www.crosslutheranschool.org
mailto:@crosslutheranpigeon.org
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NALC WORKSHOP 
FEBRUARY 3, 2024 

9:00-2:30 
All congregational members 

  
Please join the call committee and church council to pray and collaborate as we develop our church 
profile.  This is everyone’s opportunity to be directly involved during the call process.  We will work 
together and share ideas about our church family, school, outreach, community, and local resources 
that may appeal to a pastor considering a call.  Everyone may provide input on what talents and 
abilities we would be looking for in a pastoral leader for our congregation. 
 

This event will be held on February 3, 2024 from 9am until 2:30pm in the church.  Lunch will be pro-
vided.  The work shop will be facilitated by Pastor Paul Gruetter.  The information gathered that day 
will be collated by the call committee and submitted to the NALC as a notification that we are in 
need of a Pastor. 
 

There is a signup sheet in the back of the church.   
Please mark your calendars and be part of this important process. 
 
Yours in Christ Jesus, 
The Call Committee: 
Matt Zimmerman, Kathy Azarovitz, John Smith, Carol Diener, Trevor Carriveau and Wes Trow-
bridge 
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Preparing for Worship 
February 4 - Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
1R – Isaiah 40:21-31, P – Psalm 147:1-11, 2R – 1 Corinthians 9:16-27, G – Mark 1:29-39 
February 11– Transfiguration of Our Lord 
1R - Exodus34:29-35, P – Psalm 50:1-6,  2R – 2 Corinthians 3:12-13, 4:1-6, G – Mark 9:2-9 
February 14– Ash Wednesday 
1R - Joel 2:12-19, P - Psalm 51:1-13 (14-19), 2R - 2 Corinthians 5:20—6:10, G - Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
February 18 - First Sunday in Lent 
1R - Genesis 22:1-18, P – Psalm 25:1-10,  2R – James 1:12-18, G – Mark 1:9-15 
February 25—Second Sunday in Lent 
1R—Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16,  P—Psalm 22:23-31, 2R—Romans 5:1-11, G—Mark 8:27-38 

Celebrate 
THOSE IN NEED OF CONTINUED 

PRAYER 

Jim Siewert, Dawn Hendricks, 
Beth Elston, Kari Spearing, 
Brandon Fritz, Barb Eidt, Gene 
Parsell, Tim Voss, Michael Eden, 
Terry Sturm, Clark Elftman, 
Hannah Britt, Cordelia Trost, John 
Finneren, Tom Shupe, Whitney 
Peyerk, Joe Stodola, Matt Edler, 
Larry Adams,  Al Collison, Anna 
House, Susan Beller, Hope Kittel, 
Inez Buchholz, Noah Adams, Kyle 
Walker, Kay Schuette, Roberta 
Danks, Corey Messing, Marvin 
Trost, Kevin Faupel, Ezra Sturm, 
Deann Lewis, Kayle 
Thepsourinthone, Robert 
Krzeszewski, Dolores Elftman, 
Martin Knost. 

THOSE IN THE HONORABLE 
SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY 

Nicholas Swanson (U.S. Air Force), 
Michael Cox (U. S. Navy), and Alex 
Moyer (U.S. Marines) 

 

 

 

 

1 Jeanne S ng 

3 Brenda Kretzschmer 

 Eileen Johnson 

4 Charles Buchholz 

 Ma  Zimmerman 

6 Kimberly Sears 

7 Connie Eden 

 Alex Cucinello 

 Mike LePage 

9 Greta Elston  

13 Kirk Yackle 

 Lucy Thepsourinthone 

14 Muriel Hurdelbrink 

 Grace Trost 

 Travis Roestel 

 Chris na Cucinello-
 Stoutenberg 

16 Jacqueline Finneren 

19 Tim Fritz 

 Chase Gardy 

20 Dorothy Thuemmel 

 Charlo e King 

23 Joe Grammentz 

24 Paul Kunisch 

26 Lily Yackle 

 Gwyn Zimmerman 

27 Sara Schadd 

 

 

 

 

 

6 Bill & Janet Love, 55 yrs. 

13     Robin & Ann Buschlen, 
 42 years  
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From the Desk of...Carrie Ward 
Hello from the classroom, where we continue to 
learn how to read and write and do our arithmetic. I 
trust you all enjoyed a time of rest and relaxation 
through the Christmas season. I know I am always 
thankful for the break from the hustle and bustle of 
a regular work/school day. It is such a blessing to be 
able to have that time to spend with my family and focus on the things that matter most in 
our lives, as well as time to catch up on all the things that get set to the side, waiting for a 
day that I will have the time to do them well. I feel rested and ready for this second half of 
the school year, and I give thanks for that.  

I have noticed a difference in my students as well. They, too, returned to school with smiles 
on their faces and a willingness to work and focus their minds on the tasks given to them. It 
seems that we all, young and old, benefit from a break and some time to spend focused on the 
things we love. God is so good to us. He has given each of us talents and gifts that we enjoy 
putting to use, as well as opportunities to use them. It's such a wonderful thing to be able to 
work with these young students of mine and see them develop these gifts and talents as they 
learn to work and grow together.  

Thank you to all of you who use your precious time and gifts and talents to make this school 
possible. The joy that fills the classrooms, hallways, gym and playground, is evidence that we 
are doing a work that is pleasing to Him. Your efforts do not go unnoticed and they are 
appreciated by each family who brings their children through these doors. They know this is a 
place where God is glorified and worshiped, and their children are experiencing His love on a 
daily basis. That is a wonderful gift that will keep on giving. I am thankful to be a part of this 
place and that you are making it possible. May God continue to bless you and this Church and 
School. Happy New Year! 

February Calendar 

2/10 CEA Winter Dinner Auction 

2/16 1/2 day of school 

2/19 No School 
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In memory of Harold Deer-
ing, for Cross Building fund: 
Shirley Deering 
In memory of M&M Adam 
Stueck, for Cross Building 
fund:                              
Shirley Deering 

In memory of David Licht, 
for Cross Lutheran School: 
Betty Champagne          

In memory of David Licht, 
for Cross Music/Organ fund: 
Dave & Peg McCrimmon                           
Delores Lange 
 

In memory of David Licht, 
for Cross Building fund: 
Nancy Schuette family 
In memory of David Licht, 
for Cross Lutheran Church: 
Margaret Edler                   
Paul & Karen Schuette      
Alan & Lori Paulsen          
Richard & Brenda Baranski   
Denny & Leanne Smith     
Grant Fluegge                    
Carol Diener                       
Paul & Heidi Stecker           
Alex & Patti Cucinello          
Jim & Sue Licht                  
Don & Nancy Stecker         
Ken Engelhardt                   
Doug & Deb Edler           
Stephanie Baranski             
Teri & Abby Baranski         
Josh Braun                           
Sal & Jill Cucchiari 
           ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
 

Sunday, February 
11th, 

immediately following 
the service. 

All members are urged 
to attend! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ash Wednesday Service at 
Cross will be held on February 

14th at 6:30 pm.   
This service will include Holy      

Communion. 

 
CROSS OF ASHES  

Ash Wednesday – officially known as the Day of 
Ashes — is a day of repentance, when Christians 
confess their sins and profess their devotion to 
God.   
 
 On Ash Wednesday, as Lent begins, worshipers’ 
foreheads are often marked with ashes in the 
sign of the cross. The ashes traditionally come 
from burning palm branches from the previous 
Palm Sunday. In the Old Testament, ashes were 
a sign of mourning and repentance. Today, some 
worshipers wipe off the ashes before leaving 
church, to symbolize being cleansed from sin by 
Jesus’ death; others wear the ashes the rest of 
the day, carrying the cross of Christ into the 
world. Reciting Genesis 3:19 often accompanies 
the placement of ashes: “You are dust, and to 
dust you shall return.” 
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CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2024 
 

The meeting was called to order by Dick Koehler, at 7:00 p.m. 
Present:  Norm Nelson, Kristy Carriveau, John House, Jason Shaw, Dick Koehler, 
Nancy Schuette, Kim Sears, Al Licht.  Matt Zimmerman was absent.  
Guests: Karen Schuette, Miki Thick, Krissi Fritz, Kevin Stachowiak, Wes Trowbridge 
DEVOTIONS:  Karen Schuette shared a devotion and prayer. 
 
AGENDA:  Kim Sears made a motion to approve the amended agenda, John 
House seconded by. Motion carried. 
 
MINUTES: Jason Shaw made motion to approve the amended December Minutes, 
seconded by Kim Sears.  Motion carried. 
 
STAFF REPORTS: 
Cross School: David Faupel, Principal  

Jan. 9- Home Basketball Games, 5:00 
Jan. 11- Home 6th-8th grade Basketball Game, 5:00 
Jan. 15- No School 
Jan. 16- 6th-8th Grade Basketball Game @ Caseville, 4:00 
Jan. 19- End of 2nd Marking Period, ½ Day 
Jan. 23- Home Basketball Games, 5:00 
Jan. 27- CEA Mother/Son & Daddy/Daughter Events 
Feb. 1- Home 6th-8th grade Basketball Game, 5:00 
Feb. 6- Home 3rd-5th Grade Boys Basketball Game, 5:30 
Feb. 10- CEA Winter Dinner Auction 
 

Daycare: Miki Thick, filling in for Jessica Swartz 
 Four new students were added from St. John preschool (closed 1/12/24) 

 
GUEST REPORTS:  
Krisie Fritz, Mission Outreach 
 Presented new chair options and storage cart to be paid for by the Mission Outreach. Norm Nelson made a 

motion to approve the purchase of the black chairs, John House seconded by. Motion carried. 
 The church credit card will be used to purchase the chairs so no tax will need to be paid. They will be 

reimbursed immediately. Norm Nelson made a motion to approve the use of the credit card, Kim Sears 
seconded by. Motion carried. 

 Sell old brown chairs for $10/ each, congregation members would have the first chance to buy 
 
Wesley Trowbridge, Call Committee 
 Option of two different speakers to give Phil Shadd & Gwynne Barry a break: Bill Comai and Dustin Ward  
 Video should be made to help attract a new pastor 
 
OFFICER REPORTS:   
Matt Zimmerman, President – Absent, nothing to report 
Kristy Carriveau, Secretary – Nothing to report 
Kim Sears, Treasurer: 
 Reported that income is under budget by $3,719.77.  Motion was made by Jason Shaw to accept the 

treasurer’s report, seconded by Nancy Schuette, motion carried. 
(Continued on page 7) 
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SCHOOL BOARD REPORT:   
Dick Koehler, School Board President 
 Proposed holding band and music classes in either the choir loft or church overflow.  
 
MINISTRY REPORTS – TRUSTEES 
Property: Al Licht, absent  
 Installed new lock on parsonage 
 New garbage disposal for kitchen has been installed, paid for by school  
 New door is needed in kitchen/ pantry estimate is $3,500, possibly split cost church/school/daycare 
Music & Worship: John House 
  Ash Wednesday service is February 14th at 6:30 p.m. 
 Mike Sting will be gone from 2/14- 3/3, Meg Grammentz will fill in, assisted by Robbi Shaffer 
 Carol Diener had our Communion wine and wafers blessed, we will now have communion on the first 

Sunday of the month and on festival days. Motion was made by John House to accept the new 
communion schedule, seconded by Kim Sears, motion carried. 

Stewardship: Norm Nelson 
 Reported on 2023 funds  
Mission Outreach: Nancy Schuette 
 Nothing to report 
Parish Life: Nancy Schuette  
 Looking for help with coffee hour 
 Seeking new members  
Youth & Education: Jason Shaw 
 Nothing to report 

OLD BUSINESS:   
 Recommend converting family room to 7th/ 8th grade classroom for the 2024/25 school year Motion was 

made by Jason Shawn to accept the conversion of the family room to a classroom, seconded by 
John House, motion carried. 

 The conference room by the Pastor’s office can be used for a family room during services 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 The proposed tuition increase for the 2024-2025 school year was accepted. Motion was made by Jason 

Shawn to accept the tuition increase, seconded by Al Licht, motion carried. 
 
 Nomination Committee is working on finding candidates before the annual meeting on Feb. 11th  
 Funding for the Workshop on February 3rd was presented, it includes a catered meal and travel expenses for 

Pastor Gruetter. A good will offering will be taken to help offset the costs. Motion was made by Norm 
Nelson to accept the costs associated with the meeting, seconded by Kim Sears, motion carried. 
 

Next Council Meeting – Tuesday, February 13th, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. 
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:53 p.m. 
Respectfully Submitted, Kristy Carriveau  
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Cross Lutheran School Board Minutes from: 
January 4, 2024 

(To be approved at the February meeting) 

 

Members present: David Faupel, Kevin Stachowiak, Eileen Johnson, Katie 
Wilson, Dick Koehler, Kevin Trost, Rebecca Yackle Abs. Katie Wilson  

The meeting was called to order by Dick Koehler at 5:30 pm.  Prayer was led by David Faupel 

Agenda:  A motion was made by Kevin T. and seconded by Rebecca to accept the agenda. It was 
carried. 

Minutes:  A motion was made by Rebecca, seconded by Kevin T. to approve the minutes of the 
December 7, 2023 meeting.  The motion passed. 

Guests:  No guests 

Treasurers’ Reports: 

 School Balance:  $ 70,264.81 

 CEA/PTO Balance: $ 33,337.07 

 Hot Lunch: $2,301.86 

A motion was made by Kevin S. and seconded by Rebecca to accept the Treasurers’ Reports.    
The motion was carried. 

CEA President’s Report: 
Rebecca reported they had about 45 people for the Christmas Caroling. The Mother/Son and 
Daddy/Daughter event will be January 27, the Christmas Fair went well as did the Walsh’s Meat 
sales. 

Principal’s Report: 

 Students Registered for 2023-2024 are now 65.  DK:1   KDG: 10    1st:10   2nd: 9   3rd : 8    4th: 5   
5th: 8   6th: 6   7th: 3   8th:5 

 Mother/Son and Daddy/Daughter Event January 27. 
 There is no school January 15. 
 There is ½ day of school January 19 due to the end of the 2nd marking period. 

Old Business: 

 Dick updated us on the Pastoral Search/Call. 
 Kevin S. had presented the council our recommendations of classroom locations for the 2024-

2025 school year. The council tabled it and will discuss it at their next meeting. 
  After much discussion, Rebecca made a motion to recommend to the council we raise tuition for 

Member 1st child from $1750 to $1950 and each additional child from $1000 to $1250 and for 
Non-Member 1st child from $2200 to $2450 and each additional child from $1200 to $1550.  It 
was seconded by Kevin T. and the motion was carried. 

           continued on next page 
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New Business: 

 The garbage disposal is broken. Kevin S. made a motion to replace the disposal using Annual 
Fund, it was seconded by Kevin T. The motion was carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:25 and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

The date of the next meeting will be February 1, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. 

Cross Fish Fry  
Friday, April 12, 2024 

Your help and support is needed! Details on serving are still being considered.  How can you help? 
Placing flyers in Pigeon, Bay Port, Caseville, Elkton, Bad Axe, Sebewaing, and surrounding are-

as and businesses. 
 
Make desserts. There will be sign-up sheets on the welcome desk in the overflow. 
 
Thursday 1:30-4 pm - Kitchen help is needed with prep: mix coleslaw, cut onions and bacon, fill 

tartar sauce containers.  
 
Friday 12:30-4:15 or as needed: bag rolls, coleslaw in containers, desserts packaged, set up sta-

tions for hot (outside) and cold (overflow) area.   
 
Friday Serving 4:15-clean up. Serving hot and cold stations, filling bean containers, prepping, 

battering, and frying fish. 
 
 Prepay and order meals for those serving. You may eat in the gym after the 7:20 large take-out 

order is finished. Need someone to manage this order. 
 
Clean-up stations, kitchen and gym.  Consider helping after you finish your meal, there are al-

ways supplies to gather and put away, floors to sweep, dishes to do, leftovers to package and 
distribute and clean up kitchen and stations. 

 

Sign-up sheets are in the church overflow, updates will be announced and in bulletin.  
Come, bring your family, invite your friends and community, and enjoy the meal! 
Donations are appreciated from businesses or individuals, name can be publicized or anonymous.  
Thank you for your support! 
Call or text Leanne Smith at 989-553-4241. 
In the past there have been many hands involved in this project and it has been a joy to see this 
event come together with so many working together in the Body of Christ.   
Blessings on the Journey, 
Leanne Smith 
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Is anyone out there?....Are you listening?..... Does anybody care?....Who will answer pleas to 
serve?....When won’t you be too busy? 

 

These are questions sometimes uttered out of frustration. Honestly, they’ve swirled around in my 
head, too, at times. It doesn’t seem like any church, school, or organization has 100 percent par-
ticipation of its members. These issues are not new.  I’m sure Abraham, Moses, Elijah, and Paul 
had frustrations in leading God’s people…..and just think about how God must feel….He has 
probably shaken His head more than once over the centuries.  His Old Testament people “paid 
the price” for their choices…bad kings, wars, captivity, death. We shouldn’t kid ourselves. Our 
lives are not immune from “paying the price” for our choices either.  

 

So where am I going with this? When negativity tries to take hold of my thinking, I try my best to 
choose JOY. Now, I am certainly not perfect, as many of you can attest, but I find choosing JOY to 
be a far better choice than grumbling.  In God’s word I am reminded that since the beginning, God 
has kept His promises and has not given up on any of us.  He sent His one and only Son to pay 
the ultimate price for us. We can all live and SERVE with JOY with the confidence that by grace 
we have been saved.  We are forgiven Children of God.  

 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  Be joyful always, pray at all times, be thankful in all circumstances.  This 
is what God wants from you in your life in union with Christ Jesus. 

 

And so, instead of focusing on the questions at the beginning of this article, I must say that I am 
thankful for the two youth who came to our Euchre event on January 7, as well as the eleven 
adults who were there to play and teach.  We played well past 6 pm because we had so much fun 
together. I am thankful for Sunday School students and those who sign up to share the word of 
God with them. I am thankful for the confirmation kids who talk and talk and even ask questions! I 
am thankful for all the people who serve at Cross. I am thankful for the prayers of God’s people. I 
am thankful for the Call Committee and the time they are spending on this process.  I am thankful 
God is still in charge and keeps His promises. 

 

I am thankful to announce an event for all Youth of Cross Church and School is coming up on 
Tuesday, February 13, 2024 from 4:30-6 PM.  At 4:30 PM, we will gather in the sanctuary for an 
opening and then move on to the gym for FAT Tuesday activities.  We will eat pancakes, decorate 
treats, create cards, play games, and make preparations for Lent.  

 

There are many opportunities to serve our Mighty God at Cross Lutheran Church and School. 
Pray about it, be thankful, and choose JOY! Choose to serve Him! 

In His love, 

Gwynne Barry, Ministry of Education and Youth 
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Mission Outreach Ministry 
January 3, 2024 

 
   The meeting of  Mission Outreach was called to order by President Krisie Fritz.  Those present 
were Krisie Fritz, Tonja Nelson, Lorraine LePage, Lori Smith, Sandie Haley, Kay Schuette and Trus-
tee, Nancy Schuette.  A prayer was given by Krisie Fritz. 
   The secretary’s report was given.  A motion was made by Lorraine and seconded by Kay to ap-
prove and accept the minutes as read.  Motion carried. 
   The treasurer’s report was given.  A budget for 2024 was set up and approved. 
   The chairs for the overflow area are still being looked at. 
   A discussion took place on how to get more people to help donate goodies for coffee hour.  The 
Parish Life group has limited members and the would appreciate help with food donations so they 
don’t have to bring every Sunday.  Nancy Schuette will be asking groups if they can help out. 
   Lori Smith will continue the card ministry.  If you know someone who could use a card to help 
cheer them up and let them know they are thought about, let Lori know. 
   Our next meeting will be February 7th at 6:30 pm.  Anyone who is interested in joining this group is 
welcome to attend.  With no further business to discuss the meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Tonja Nelson 

Worship and Music Ministry 
January 3, 2024 

Members present: Mike Sting, Peg McCrimmon, John House, Erica King (guest), Karen Schuette (Chair). 
OLD BUSINESS 
*Advent and Christmas worship evaluation. 
 +We will only use LED lights in the future for the Christmas Eve Candlelight worship. 
 +There was positive feedback for the evening Christmas Eve service - “Christus Paradox.” 
 +Christmas Eve morning worship with the Children was well received. 
 +Discussed the time of the Christmas Eve Candlelight worship. 
*Discussed passing out candy during Children’s Time. There are several criticisms of the practice. One sug-
gestion was to pass out the Children’s bulletin with a few instructions - i.e. Take it home and have family help 
and discuss it, etc. No decision was made to recommend to Council at this time. 
NEW BUSINESS 
*Ash Wednesday is February 14 at 6:30 pm. We will begin using LBW Setting #1 that night and on through 
Lent. Communion will be celebrated.  
*Mike Sting will be gone from February 14 through March 3, so Meg Grammentz will play for our worships 
assisted by Robbi Shaffer. 
*Mike was given a vote of confidence by Worship and Music for him to continue as temporary music director. 
Also, we are praying for Beth’s return. 
*Lenten Wednesdays – We are discussing possibilities with the Education Ministry. 
* A congregation member requested that the music prelude should be played before the bell ringing instead 
of after. We decided not to change this while we don’t have a pastor. 
*Carol Diener has taken our Communion wine and wafers to a pastor for blessing. We have enough at this 
time. Recommendation to Council: To serve Communion on the first Sunday of the month and on 
Festival Days. Motion by Mike and seconded by John. Motion carried. 
NEXT MEETING – Tuesday – February 6, 2024 at 3 pm. 
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