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% Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to
sin. ® The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. *® So if the
Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37| know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet
you seek to kill me because my word finds no place in you. *1 speak of what | have seen
with my Father, and you do what you have heard from your father.”

John 8:34-38 -

Jesus here addresses the bondage of sin and our liberation from it. He says that the one

Our mission:

Bring people to
Christ.

Teach Christians
to be disciples.

Send disciples to
reach the world.

Inside this issue:

Preparing for 3
Worship
Celebration 2

Save the Date

Council Minutes 5
School Board 10
Financial 9

alendar 15

who practices sin is a slave to sin and that such a slave is in danger of being thrown out of
God'’s house. Yet, as the Son of God, Jesus remains in God’s house, for he is the rightful heir.
Thus, if the Son sets a slave free, he will remain in God’s house as a freeman alengside
God’s Son. We are therefore saved by the Soh,.and.thts by grace, not race:Physical descent
from Abraham offers no escape from the bondage of sin which is the universal problem of
all humanity.

When we describe this bondage of sin, it is essential that we choose the right metaphor.
Is this bondage merely a spiritual sickness, or is it a spiritual death? If the former, then the
human will has the residual power to cooperate with God’s grace (synergism) in the process
of salvation. If the latter, salvation is God’s work alone (monergism) and has the form of a
spiritual resurrection from the dead. Moreover, this latter alternative also entails the

doctrine of predestination since God’s work alone accounts for the salvation of his elect.

At the time of the Protestant Reformation, the Catholic Church held that the human will
was merely sick, not dead. Thus, it still had the residual power to cooperate with God when
assisted by divine grace. With God’s help it could earn enough merit for its salvation. But if
it failed, it could rely upon the surplus merit earned by previous saints. Since these saints
had earned more merit than they needed for their own salvation, they left a surplus of
merit which was stored up by the Church and dispensed through the sale of indulgences.

By purchasing these indulgences, people could reduce their time in purgatory.

Luther saw the Achilles heel of this entire system. It was the assumption that the human
will was merely spiritually sick. By contrast, Luther believed that the human will was dead
in trespasses and sins so that nothing less than the atonement of Christ and the
regeneration of the Spirit could save it from its bondage to sin. Therefore, in his classic
work, The Bondage of the Will, Luther held that the bondage of the will=along with the
corollary doctrine of predestination—was the central issue ofithe Protestant Reformation.
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1- Gregg Buschlen

1- Rachel Messing
1- Rebecca Yackle

2- Kelsey Collings

2- Katherine Schuette
2- Kristine Schuette
4- AileenPrill

4- Abigail Schuette
4- Laura Trost

6- Suzanne Swanson
7- Crystal Hill

8- BryceHaley

9- Allen Fletcher

9- Rachel Higgins

9- Karleigh Irion

9- Joyce Jarvis

10- James Schuette
11- Cole Heck

11- Jennifer Sturm
13- Ava Stachowiak
14- Katherine Hessling
14- Deborah Lange
16- Boden Collings
16- Brian Gebauer
16- Ravyn Ritter

17- Heith Forster
17- Julia Stachowiak
19- Cooper LePage
20- Marcine Moore
20- Todd Roestel
23- Krisie Janke

24- Lois Decker

24- Justin Kunisch
24- Allie Siewert

24- Archie Thepsourinthone

o st
e

24- Marvin Trost

26- Jill Hill

26- Jonathan LePage
26- Joshua LePage
26- Kacey Peterson
26- Barbara Trost
28- Ann Buschlen
28- Carole Mead

29- Amber Braun
30- Ava Gardy

30- Kyle Gemmell
30- Emily House

31- Marlena Rosenthal

31- Austin Schuette
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1-Jarod & Christina Stoutenberg
2-Brian & Kim Delpiere

2- Eric & Courtney Krug

4- Mark & Krisie Janke

4-Philip & Patti McNiel

5- Spencer & Jenna Lindenberg
7- Daniel & Debbie Papkey

8- Bradley & Miranda Hartel

9- Roger & Pat Ewald

10- Travis & Kimbery Roestel
11- Chuck & Kristi Krohn

11- Corey & Rachel Messing
13- Larry & Gina Smith

21- John & Kelley Trost

22- William & Joy Armstrong
22- Matt & Marissa LePage

22- Tim & Shirley Schuette

23- Randy & Maureen Reibling
24- Terry & June Sturm

26- Cody & Kelsey Collings
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In Memory of Sally Rogers to
Cross Lutheran Building Fund-

Shirley Deering
Sheila Yackle

In Memory of Sally Rogers to
Cross Lutheran Church-

Lary, Gina, Chad & Craig Smith
Nelson & Eunice Binder
Ronald & Karen Ewald

Kent & Lori McKenzie

Elaine Neurath & Karen Ewald

1IET2

THOSE IN NEED OF CONTINUED
PRAYER:

Dawn Hendricks, Bernice Shupe, Beth
Elston, Gene Parsell, Mike Eden,
Terry Sturm, Clark Elftman, Hannah
Britt, John Finneren, Tom Shupe,
Whitney Peyerk, Joe Stodola, Matt
Edler, Larry Adams, Al Collison,
Susan Beller, Hope Kittel, Noah
Adams, Kay Schuette, Kevin Faupel,
Ezra Sturm, Robert Blunt Jr, Marilyn
Blunt, Alan Licht, Richard Baranski,
Ron Kubacki, Danielle Corp, Justine
Beltz, Tia Garrett, Dale Schuette, Gary
Forster, Kaleb S, The John Taylor
Family.

CROSS CHURCH SHUT INS

Vivian Buschlen, Cordelia Trost,
Roberta Danks, Marvin Trost. Please
keep them in your prayers.

THOSE IN SERVICE OF OUR
COUNTRY:

Nicholas Swanson

(US Aiir Force)

Warren Walker (US Army)

*If you would like your name or an
immediate family member added or
removed to any of these lists, please
contact the church office.




Preparing for Worship

October 4 - Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost- 1R- Isaiah 5:1-7 P- Psalm 80:7-19
2R- Philippians 3:4b-14 G- Matthew 21:33-46

October 11- Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost- 1R- Isaiah 25:6-9 P- Psalm 23
2R- Philippians 4:4-13 G- Matthew 22:1-14

October 18 - Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost- 1R- Isaiah 45:1-7 P- Psalm 96:1-
9 2R- 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 G- Matthew 22:15-22

October 25 - Reformation Sunday - 1R- Revelation 14:6-7 P- Psalm 46
2R- Romans 3:19-28 G John 8:31-36
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Worship and Music Ministry
Meeting Report
September 1, 2026

Members present: Peg McCrimmon, Mike Sting, Beth Elston, Pastor Kevin Kaiser, John
Trowbridge - Trustee, John Smith - Council President, Karen Schuette - Chair.

*ORGAN TUNING AND NEW REBUILD - John T has been in contact with the representative
from Covenant Organs LCC to discuss their proposal to repair and upgrade the pipe organ.
He will meet with the committee so that they can make recommendations to council
concerning the time line for repairs and the possibilities of future upgrades. Our
congregation will be informed of any progress.

*SERVICE PRODUCTION AND CHOIR DIRECTION - Mike was appointed to coordinate any
incidental music volunteered by congregation members. Anyone wishing to play during a
worship service should contact him.

*CHOIR STARTING TIMES - Bell choir will begin rehearsing on Monday, September 14 at
5:30pm. Chancel choir will begin on the same day at 6:30pm.

"CHRISTMAS SERVICES
---Children’s Christmas program will be presented during the December 20
Worship (4" Sunday in Advent).
---Christmas Eve service - Thursday, December 24 at 7:00pm
---Christmas Day service - Friday, December 25 at 9:30am

NEXT MEETING - TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2026 AT 5:30PM
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Cross Lutheran School would like to thank Brian and Kim Delpiere for their gener-
ous $300 donation to our Cross Country program, given in honor of their son, Kendal
Delpiere, a Cross alumnus with a love for running. Although Cross Country was not
offered during Kendal's years at Cross, his love for running is now helping provide
that opportunity for today’s students. We are grateful to Brian and Kim for their gener-
osity and support of our Cross Country team!

Our committee would like to extend a HUGE thank you to everyone who helped make our Annual
Chicken BBQ Dinner such a wonderful success! Thank you to all who volunteered, donated, made
desserts, helped with setup and cleanup, attended, and worked behind the scenes. Your time, gen-
erosity, and support are truly appreciated! We are blessed to share that we were completely sold out
by 12:30 p.m. and raised an incredible $6,144.00! Thank you for helping make this event such a
success. We are truly grateful for our wonderful church family and community!
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Big Thank You to everyone who participated in the Church Directory. If you
know someone who has not had their photo taken yet, the photographers
will be back Oct.7",

For more information, please reach out to Kim Delpiere 989-551-9622.

Sk
214 Save The Dale -

Operation Christmas Child Update

OCC is a year-round project for many of us! Mission Outreach members have
recently put together 50 sewing kits for the boxes. Many supporters scour the sale
racks all year long looking for reduced deals on items for the shoeboxes. This
morning | got a call from a friend who excitedly proclaimed, “I found 25 pairs of chil-
dren’s shorts for $1 each!” Another told me they are making packs of assorted band
-aids for the boxes. Someone bought 48 boxes of crayons at the back to school
sales. Someone else bought socks! | myself keep a big tote in my closet and every
time | find something like reduced stuffed Easter bunnies or bracelets and sunglass-
es from parades, in the tote they go! We pray that many of you are looking for items
to add to our collection! - Cross Mission Outreach




Cross Lutheran Church Council Minutes
Regular Meeting - August 11, 2026

The Regular Meeting of the Cross Lutheran Church Council was held on August 11, 2026 at the Church, 200 Ruppert Street,
Pigeon, MI. President John Smith called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. President John Smith offered the opening prayer.

Members Present: Kim Delpiere, Nancy Heck, Kent McKenzie, John Smith, Kevin Stachowiak, Kim Sears, Peter Shupe, and
John Trowbridge.

Member Absent: Josh Barry.
Also in Attendance: Principal David Faupel, Day Care Director Micki Sageman, and Phil Shadd.

Agenda Update and Approval: Motion by Delpiere, second by McKenzie to approve the agenda as presented. All ayes. Mo-
tion carried.

Review of Minutes:
Motion by McKenzie, second by Stachowiak to approve the minutes of the July 14, 2026 meeting as presented. All ayes.
Motion carried.

Pastors Report:
Pastor Kaiser submitted a written report for Council to review. Motion by McKenzie, second by Sears to accept Pat Tetz and
Betty Champagne as new members. All ayes, motion carried.

Staff Reports:

Principal Faupel presented a listing of Staff Members for the 2026/2027 school year. Motion by Stachowiak, seconded by
Delpiere to approve the 2026/2027 School Staff. All ayes. Motion carried.

Open House for the School and Day Care will be August 20" . The theme for the School Year will be "Fearfully and Won-
derfully Made".

Day Care Director Sageman reported a current enrollment of 52 kids (babies thru latchkey) in Day Care. Several walls in the
day care need to be repaired. Members from the Congregation have offered to do the drywall repairs and painting. We are get-
ting quotes to plant grass in the Day Care Playscape.

Officer Reports:

Treasurer Sears submitted a written financial report for July. The Combined Church Funds had a beginning balance of
$183,681.74 and an ending balance of $159,554.00. Included in the Fund Balance is the Building Fund Balance of $6,160.00
and the Roof Repair Fund Balance of $13,080.00. Mation by Trowbridge, second by Shupe to approve the Treasurer’s Report.
All ayes. Motion carried.

Trustee Reports:
Ministry of Properties:

Following discussion a motion was made by Heck, supported by Delpiere to hire Bresky Roofing to replace the Church roof
at a cost not to exceed $25,000. All ayes. Motion carried. The maintenance and repair of the rubber roof on the School and
Connector is expected to be completed by the end of August.

Worship and Music:
Proposals for repair and updates to the organ were reviewed. The proposals will be sent back to Worship and Music and the
Organ Repair Committee for further study, followed by a Special Congregational Question and Answer Meeting.

Old Business:
The generator for the parsonage has been installed.

New Business:

Following discussion, a motion was made by McKenzie, second by Shupe to change the Church-School Secretary position
from hourly to salary and to approve her new contract for 2026/2027. All ayes. The motion carried. The dollar amount paid
will not change,

Motion by Shupe, second by Trowbridge to adjourn. All ayes. Motion carried,
Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Heck
Cross Council Secretary



MISSION OUTREACH

Minutes
Wednesday, September 2, 2026

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 1:02 p.m. by President, Krisie Janke.

ATTENDANCE: Those in attendance were Laura Trost, Maureen Reibling, Krisie Janke, Kim Delpiere, Ton-
ja Nelson, Pastor Kevin Kaiser, John Smith, Lori Smith, Nancy Schuette and Steffany Kaiser (arriving later).

MINUTES: The minutes from the July 15, 2026 meeting were handed out to all present. A motion was made
by Lori Smith to accept the minutes. Krisie Janke seconded the motion. Minutes were approved.

TREASURER'S REPORT: There was no Treasurer’s Report as Treasurer Lorraine LePage was absent.
There will be an update at the next meeting.

BUSINESS:

Kim Delpiere told the group that the next photo session for the church directory will be Wednesday, Octo-
ber 7, 2026 and that there are 11 families signed up. The time for the directory photos will be 2:00 p.m. to 8:36
p.m. There are 3 families who will be submitting pictures. Kim will give the surveys that were filled out during
the photo sessions to Krisie to hold onto till the next meeting with Michelle Bell.

There will be no Mission Festival Sunday this year. Discussion was made about possibly having the mission
group Sleep in Heavenly Peace speak at the church in the future.

Lori Smith opened up discussion about the OCC collection. The National collection week this year is No-
vember 16" - 23". Our packing day will be November 8" with the Kickoff date for OCC being on October 4™.
We will hold coffee hour on Sunday, October 4™ and October 11" for OCC. A decision was made to store the
OCC boxes in Pastor’s conference room this year. All filled boxes will be sent to Bay Shore Camp where they
will be shipped off from there.

Discussion was brought up about having a 2026 Carnival. Having one this year wouldn't work but possible
having one in the Spring of 2027 is a possibility.

Fall decorating will take place this year on Wednesday, October 7, 2026 during the directory picture taking.
Discussion was made on how to decorate and about possibly using wheelbarrows or wagons to hold food pan-
try items and bring them up during the church service.

There will be a shower for supplies planned for April 2027.

Lori Smith has been busy with the card ministry. If she needs to purchase more cards, the ministry will re-
imburse her.

A motion was made by Krisie Janke to give $100 to the ministry of Sleep in Heavenly Peace as the groups
outreach this month. Tonja Nelson seconded the motion. Motion approved.

The bulletin boards have been put on hold until the church directory is finished.

OTHER BUSINESS:
Lori Smith mentioned posting a date for putting sewing Kits together on the website.

COFFEE HOUR:

We will host coffee hour on October 4™, October 11", and November 8". Those signed up for October are
Maureen Reibling, Kim Delpiere.. and Tonia Nelson. Those signed up for October 11™ are Krisie Janice, Lori
Smith, and Steffany Kaiser.

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting will be held on October 7, 2026 at 1:00 pm.
AJOURNMENT: With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:50 p.m. with the Lord‘s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted, Laura Trost.



Cross Lutheran School Board Minutes

From Thursday, September 10, 2026
(To be approved at the Thursday, October 1 meeting)

Present: Kevin Stachowiak, Pastor Kevin, David Faupel, Rita Herford, Michele Walsh,
Stephanie Ellicott, Matt Egan, Katie Van Valkenburgh.

Pastor Kevin opened in Prayer at 5:40 p.m.
We welcomed Katie Van Valkenburgh as the new CEA Treasurer and member of the School Board,

Stephanie made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Rita. Motion Carried.
Stephanie made a motion to approve the August 6th minutes, seconded by Matt. Motion carried,

No guest presentations.

CEA Treasure’s Report:
September 1st Total Balance; $51,454.28.

CEA Presidents Report:

e Open House went really well

o Talked about setting up a spirit table at events

e Upcoming Events;
« Softball Family Night Thursday, September 24th
* Walsh Meat Fundraiser
* Christmas Fair

e Discussed water softener salt payment
e Soundproofing options were discussed

School Treasurer’s Report:
September 1st Total Balance $92,933.03.

e David is applying for the safety grant again this year.
Rita made a motion to approve the treasurers report, seconded by Stephanie. Motion carried.

Principals’ Report:

e School Year is off to an excellent start

e September 23rd is Picture Day

e September 24th CEA Family Kickball/Softball Night 4:45 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.

e Enroliment: 65
Solutions for the gym door were discussed

Old Business:
Nothing to discuss

New Business:

e School Handbook- Proposed Updates will be made to be voted on at a later dale

e School T-Shirts

* Michelle made a motion to take $1,000 from the Annual Fund and use it to purchase this years School Shirts.
They are Navy Blue with a fingerprint.

5 Year Goals/Plans:

e Things have gone really well, Getting things organized and have a great plan going forward.
Motion to adjourn by Stephanie at 5:31 p.m. Seconded by Michelle. Motion carried.

The meeting was closed with the Lords Prayer at 6:33 p.m.

Next Meeting is Thursday, October 1, at 5:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted Michelle Walsh
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Cross Lutheran Early Childcare Center is excited to begin another wonderful school year! Our

Prepper and Preschool classrooms are officially underway, and the children are settling into their
daily routines with enthusiasm and joy.

During these first weeks of school, the children have been busy getting to know their teachers and
classmates, learning classroom expectations, and becoming comfortable in their new surroundings.
They are also discovering more about themselves, their feelings, their abilities, and the amazing
bodies God has given them. Through songs, stories, play, art, movement, and hands-on activities,
the children are learning how special and unique each one of them is.

Most importantly, our children are learning about Jesus and His love for each and every one of
us. We are teaching them that Jesus loves them, cares for them, and is always with them. Through
Bible stories, prayers, songs, and daily conversations, we pray that each child will grow not only in
knowledge, independence, and confidence, but also in faith and understanding of God’s love.

As we continue through the school year, the children will begin exploring the exciting topics of
weather and the changing seasons. They will learn about sunshine, rain, wind, clouds, tempera-
ture, and the many changes we see in the world around us. Through stories, experiments, crafts,
outdoor observations, and other meaningful activities, the children will have opportunities to discov-
er how God created and continues to care for our world.

We are also looking forward to two exciting field trips in the coming months! The children will visit
Scheurer Hospital for a special tour of the building. This visit will give them the opportunity to learn
more about the important work doctors, nurses, and other healthcare workers do to serve and care
for people in our community. We are grateful for the chance to help our children become familiar
with this important community resource.

We will also enjoy a fun fall visit to Kohl Farms. The children will have the opportunity to experi-
ence the beauty of the fall season, see the changes taking place in na-
ture, and enjoy a memorable day together. Field trips provide wonderful
opportunities for learning beyond the classroom while allowing the chil-
dren to make special memories with their teachers and friends. 10/12 NO Laker buses

10/14 STEAM Day

October

We are thankful for another wonderful school year and for the oppor-
tunity to nurture, teach, encourage, and care for these precious children ~ 10/15-16 NO SCHOOL
each day. We are grateful for the support of our families, the dedication  10/23 1/2 Day
of our staff, and the many blessings God provides throughout the year.

Grandparents Day
“Let the little children come to me...” — Matthew 19:14 10/29 Parent Teacher
. - : : Conf -7
May God bless our children, families, and staff as we continue this {/— Sl S (Dl
school year together. We look forward to all the learning, growing, 2 ,‘D. N R
laughter, and joyful experiences the year will bring! / \\ . /:\
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Ms. Miki Sageman —
Early Childcare Center Program Administrator & Prepper
Teacher
Ms. Miki Sageman has been part of Cross Lutheran since the fall of 2021,
serving as the Early Childcare Center Program Administrator and Prepara-
tion Teacher. She lives in Pigeon with her cat, Lou. One of Ms. Miki’'s fa-
vorite “subjects” to teach is the world beyond the classroom. Through out-
door adventures, children learn by exploring and observing the world
around them, whether they are walking in the rain, searching for bugs,
watching birds and squirrels, counting cars, or stopping to watch the semis
at the co-op. She loves turning everyday moments into meaningful learning
experiences that encourage curiosity, observation, counting, and an appre-
ciation for the community God has given us to explore. Her favorite Bible
- verse is 1 Corinthians 13:13: “And now these three remain: faith, hope and
love. But the greatest of these is love.” When asked about Cross Lutheran,
Ms. Miki shared that it truly feels like a community family, where children
. and staff are known, welcomed, and valued. She considers it a blessing to
watch children grow, learn, and build relationships in a caring community grounded in God’s love. A
fun fact about Ms. Miki is that she thrives on chaos, loves staying busy, and rarely sits still! Even
after work, you can often find her hanging out with the kids at the park, riding bikes, playing kickball,
wiffle ball, or their favorite game, “hit-ball’—basically baseball with a kickball!

Pastor Kevin Kaiser — Pastor

Pastor Kevin Kaiser has been serving at Cross Lutheran
since January 2026. He is married to Steffany, and they |
have a son named William. His favorite subject in school is
band. His favorite Bible verse is Matthew 6:33-34. Outside
of his ministry, he enjoys cooking, baking, playing the drums,
and watching movies. One of his fun facts is that he once al- =
most knocked another pastor over with a giant loaf of com-
munion bread! When asked about Cross Lutheran, Pastor W¢
Kevin shared the thought, “It's better to come and see for | L
yourself.” We are grateful to have Pastor Kevin as part of our
school and church community.

Jenny Turner — Art Teacher

Mrs. Turner has been teaching art at Cross Lutheran for four years.
She is married to Casey and has three children: Samuel, Jack, and
Katie, who is married to Aiden. Mrs. Turner attends Elkton Mission-
ary Church. Her favorite Bible verse is John 21:25, and she also en-
joys the hymn “In the Garden.” She loves painting, gardening, and
watching her children participate in their activities. She has a special
love for cats and sunflowers, which are two of her favorite things!
When asked what she appreciates most about Cross Lutheran, Mrs.
Turner shared that she values the supportive staff who genuinely
care about the children, as well as the opportunity to share Jesus
with her students. We are thankful for the creativity, care, and faith
she brings to our school through her art classroom!




Youth and Education Notes
Galatians 6:9-10 So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at
harvest time, if we do not give up. So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let
us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.

What a challenge for us! Do not grow weary. Do not give up. When you have the
opportunity to work for the good of all....do it! There are so many ways to serve our family
of faith. Visit. Call. Serve on ministries. Read. Teach. Sing. Play. Sew. Cut. Build. Fix.
Pray. Teach Sunday School. Did | mention that? Oh, the list is much longer than this.
Which will you choose to do in serving our mighty God and His family?

Our youth gathered at the home of Robin Sturm and Kim and Larry Adams on Sunday,
September 13 for some water fun. After our feast and discussion of future events, Pastor
Kevin led the group in a lesson on baptism while in the lake. Water fun followed. Seven
youth attended.

A calendar of events for our Middle School/High School youth has been developed. Our
October event is the Kohl's Flashlight Corn Maze on Saturday, October 17. We will meet
at Cross at 6:30 PM. Bring a flashlight! Youth from Cross Lutheran Church and School
are encouraged to participate. Friends are always welcome!

Looking ahead, Sunday, November 1 will be BLAST at Bay Shore Camp from 4-7
p.m. Area youth gather together to build relationships, worship, play, and eat . . . all for
$1! Also put Wednesday, November 11 on your calendars for our GIVE THANKS party
with PS-5th graders from 4:30-6:15 p.m. Our MS/HS youth will be leaders/helpers with
activities and food.

At this time, Sunday School is being held every Sunday for PS-6th grade. There were 18
at our first gathering! We begin at 8:45 a.m. in the gym. Many thanks to all who have
volunteered to teach. More volunteers are needed! (Does that ring a bell?) As a
reminder, teachers’ materials are in the files near the Pastor’s office. | encourage the
parents who bring their children to SS to enjoy time before the service to have fellowship,
a devotion time, pray together, share your week’s stories, etc. Would someone be a
facilitator for that time? Adults . . . there is also Bible Study at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays
in the church overflow! Building relationships is important as we grow in His Word.

It's easy to grow weary when there is lack of response to requests for an RSVP from

youth/parents or lack of response when requests for Sunday School teachers are made.
But | am reminded to not give up! We are called as members of the body of Christ to
serve. No one should give up. Choose joy and do it!
Prayerfully consider where God is calling you to serve at
Cross Lutheran Church and School. The fields are wide
open and the harvest is ready.

In His love,
Gwynne Barry
Ministry of Youth and Education
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