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“On the last and most important day of the fesƟval, Jesus stood up and shouted, ‘If you 
are thirsty, come to me and drink! Have faith in me, and you will have life-giving water 

flowing from deep inside you, just as the Scriptures say.’  Jesus was talking about the Holy 
Spirit,  who would be given to everyone that had faith in him.”  - John 7:37-39 - 

 
How oŌen do we follow a tradiƟon without really understanding it? Christmas and 

Easter are celebraƟons of the church steeped in rich tradiƟon. At Christmas we celebrate 
the birth of Jesus, in Holy Week we prepare for his death, and at Easter we praise his 
resurrecƟon. But why do we observe Pentecost and what is the significance? 

 

“Pentecost” comes from the Greek word pentekostos and translates as “fiŌieth day.” 
For ChrisƟans, it marks the 50th day aŌer Easter when the Holy Spirit descended upon a 
group of followers. Jesus says to the group, “If you are thirsty, come to me and drink! 
Have faith in me, and you will have life-giving water flowing deep inside of you.” 

 

In Acts 2:1-4 we learn “On the day of Pentecost all the Lord’s followers were together 
in one place. Suddenly there was a noise from heaven like the sound of a mighty wind! It 
filled the house where they were meeƟng. Then they saw what looked like fiery tongues 
moving in all direcƟons, and a tongue came and seƩled on each person there. The Holy 
Spirit took control of everyone, and they began speaking whatever languages the Spirit 
let them speak.” 

 

We celebrate Pentecost as the very moment the church was formed with all its 
followers receiving the power of the Holy Spirit. It is the beginning of the sainthood of all 
believers as we are bapƟzed into faith. We are now steeped in rich tradiƟon with our 
brothers and sisters in Christ from this early establishment. We are a part of this ancient 
church! 

 

Jesus invites us to follow, have faith, and receive the power of the Holy Spirit. What a 
powerful invitaƟon! We can walk in the light as Jesus did and bear witness to others by 
sharing the Good News!  

It is indeed life-giving water! Amen. 

    Cross Connec†ion 
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THOSE IN NEED OF CONTINUED 
PRAYER                                                                               
Carol Diener, Dawn Hendricks, 
Bernice Shupe, Beth Elston, Gene 
Parsell, Mike Eden, Terry Sturm, 
Clark Elftman, Hannah Britt, John 
Finneren, Tom Shupe, Whitney 
Peyerk, Joe Stodola, Matt Edler, 
Larry Adams, Al Collison, Susan 
Beller, Hope Kittel, Noah Adams, 
Kay Schuette, Corey Messing, 
Kevin Faupel, Ezra Sturm, Robert 
Blunt Jr, Marilyn Blunt, Alan Licht, 
Rich Baranski, Ron Kabacki, 
Danielle Corp. 
 
CROSS CHURCH SHUT INS 
Vivian Buschlen, Cordelia Trost, 
Roberta Danks, Marvin Trost. 
Please keep them in your prayers  
 
THOSE IN SERVICE OF OUR 
COUNTRY 
Nicholas Swanson  (US Air Force) 
Warren Walker (US Army)  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Church Family Garage Sale,  
 
June 4th - 6th.  We will be 
collecting all your donated 
items starting May 30 - June 
2.   
 
Many church helpers will be 
needed during setup, organ-
izing and during the sale 
days.   
 
It's a fun week of fellowship 
with your church family!  
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Preparing for Worship 
 

May 3 - Fifth Sunday of Easter- 1R- Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60 P- Psalm 146 2R-1 Pe-
ter 2:2-10 G- John 14:1-14 
 
May10 - Sixth Sunday of Easter- 1R-Acts 17: 16-31 P- 66:8-20 2R- 1 Peter 3:13-22 
G- John 1415-21 
May 14 - Ascension of Our Lord-  1R- Acts 1:1-11 P- 47 2R- Ephesians 1:15-23 G-Luke 
24:44-53 
 
May 17 - Seventh Sunday of Easter- 1R- Acts 1:12-26 P- 47 2R- 1 Peter 4:12-19; 
5:6-11 G- John 17:1-11 
 
May 31 - Holy Trinity Sunday- 1R- Genesis 1:1-2:4a P- 8 2R-Acts 2:14a, 22-36 G- 
Matthew 28:16-20 
 

Worship and Music Ministry 
Meeting Report 

April 7, 2026 

Members Present: Mike Sting, Pastor Kevin Kaiser, Beth Elston, John Trowbridge – Trustee, John 

Smith – Council President, Karen Schuette – Chair. 

*Pipe organ committee will meet on Saturday, April 18, 2026 at 10:00 am. 

*Green paraments have be ordered and we should receive them in 3 – 4 weeks. 

*Hymn numbers= Neil Herford is adapting the hymn boards he constructed to fit the new set of 

numbers we have ordered and received. 

*MOTION BY BETH AND SECONDED BY JOHN T TO CONTINUE USING LBW SETTING #2   
LITURGY THROUGH TRINITY SUNDAY. MOTION CARRIED. 

*Piano Regulation – Beth reported that during the tuning of the piano in the sanctuary, our 18 

year old instrument would need what is called “regulation.” The keyboard has settled (due to 

gravity and time) and will need to be adjusted by a tech specialist. This could cost between 

$1,000 - $3,500. It is not an immediate concern, but we will be looking to budget for this next 

year. Beth will pursue finding a tech. 

 

NEXT MEETING – TUESDAY, MAY 5, 2026 AT 5:30 PM. 



 

 

 

 

    Cross Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
Regular Meeting - March 10, 2026 

 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Cross Lutheran Church Council was held on  

March 10, 2026 at the Church, 200 Ruppert Street, Pigeon, MI. President John Smith called the 
meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Pastor Kevin Kaiser offered the opening prayer. 

 
Members Present: Josh Barry, Kim Delpiere, Nancy Heck, Kent McKenzie, Kim Sears, Peter Shupe, 
John Smith and Kevin Stachowiak . 
 
Member Absent: John Trowbridge. 
 
Also in Attendance: Pastor Kevin Kaiser and Principal David Faupel. 
 
Agenda Update and Approval: Motion by Delpiere, second by Sears to approve the agenda as pre-
sented. All Ayes. Motion carried. 
Review of Minutes of February Meeting  
Motion by Delpiere, second by Stachowiak to approve the minutes of the February 9, 2026 meeting 
as presented. All Ayes. Motion carried. 
Pastors Report 
 
 Pastor Kaiser submitted a written report for Council to review. Official acts were 2 Baptisms 
and 1 Funeral. Church Officers were installed on March 8, 2026. Motion by McKenzie, second by 
Shupe, to release Glenn and LouAnne Sokolowski to Glen Flora Lutheran Church, Glen Flora, Wis-
consin. 
 
Staff Reports 
 Principal Faupel reported the School Children will sing in Church on March 16th. March 30th 
thru April 6th is Spring Break. The Winter Dinner Auction raised $72,000. Thanks to Lindsey, Rita 
and all who took part in the Dinner Auction. An Open House for the School, Pre School and Day 
Care is being planned for April 9, 2026. 
 
Officer Reports 
 Treasurer Sears submitted a written financial report for February. General Fund had a begin-
ning balance of $154,142.01 and an ending balance of $158,322.99. Building Fund had a beginning 
balance of $12,415.41and an ending balance of $12,935.41. Motion by Stachowiak, second by 
McKenzie to approve the Treasurers Report. All Ayes. Motion carried. 
 
 



 

 

 
 Vice President Stachowiak suggested we follow the Recommendation of the 5 Year Plan 
Committee and appoint a Task Force to Unify the Church, School and Daycare. Motion by Heck, 
second by Sears to appoint Pastor Kevin Kaiser, Council President John Smith, School Board Presi-
dent Kevin Stachowiak, Principal David Faupel, Day Care Director Micki Thick and Daycare Board 
Member Erica King to the Task Force. All Ayes. Motion carried. 
 
Trustee Reports 
 Ministry of Properties: Trustee McKenzie reported the Property Committee is reorganizing 
and will meet soon. 
 Ministry of Worship and Music: Pastor Kaiser reported Music and Worship expect to have op-
tions and costs for the repair of the Organ by June or July. New green Altar Paraments and a Robe 
for Pastor have been ordered. Communion will be offered at the Communion Rail on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of the Month and on Special Occasions. Holy week Services are being planned. A Break-
fast is being planned for Easter Sunday, followed by the Regular Service at 9:30. 
 Mission Outreach Ministry: Trustee Delpiere reported $1,270.00 was raised for Safe Place. 
Members of the Ministry sent Easter Cards to the Congregation. Plans are continuing for the New 
Church Directory and to set up a Handy Helpers Group. Ministry of Youth and Education: Trustee 
Barry reported that Open Gym has been well attended and will continue thru April 22nd. Bible Study 
will resume on April 8th. 
 
Old Business 
 The Sign is up and working. The Water Softener has been ordered for the School Kitchen. 
 
New Business 
 Following Discussion, a Motion was made by Stachowiak, second by McKenzie to call a Spe-
cial Congregational Meeting to move the Annual Meeting to the 4th Sunday in February. All Ayes. 
Motion carried. The date of the Meeting will be set at a later time. 
Motion by Shupe, second by Sears to remove Kim Fritz from the checking account and to add Nan-
cy Heck. All Ayes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Shupe, second by McKenzie, to adjourn. All Ayes. Motion carried. 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Nancy Heck 

Cross Council Secretary 



 

 

  
 Youth and Education Notes 

    
 May brings about a plethora of activity and preparation and celebration.  Weather permitting, 
the planting of crops is in full swing.  Flower pots will begin to be filled (and possibly taken inside 
some nights). Spring and summer sports’ practices and games are in full swing.  Preschoolers, 
Kindergarteners, Eighth graders, and High Schoolers are graduating. College graduates are seeking 
jobs. Cross Lutheran members are cleaning out closets, drawers, and basements gathering items 
for the garage sale. Mission Outreach is requesting that members assist with that project.  Vacation 
Bible School team is finalizing details and recruiting helpers…..Activities and preparations and 
celebrations. 
      
 On May 3, we will celebrate the Confirmation of Jonah Yackle.  On May 17, we will celebrate 
the graduation of high schoolers, Grant Buchholz, Caden Carriveau, Ava Gardy and recognition of 
Cross Lutheran School Eighth Graders, Daniel Shupe, Evelee Simmons, Jonah Yackle, and Eloise 
Yurkovich. What a celebration Sunday! 
    
   May 17 will be the conclusion of our Sunday School year.  Thank you to those who have 
volunteered to teach our children.  Attendance has been steady and we will be recruiting more 
teachers for the future.  Be ready to say “YES”! 
    
   There are many activities scheduled in our near future where your help with preparations is 
needed so we may celebrate the proclamation of the Good News… 
Youth Event- May 17 at 4:30 at the parsonage.  Games, campfire, good food, and an opportunity to 
discuss future plans.    
Garage Sale- June 4-6.  Gather your items and be ready to help! 
VBS-June 8-11, 2026. Our theme is “Rainforest Falls”. We need leaders for music, recreation, story 
telling, crafts, snacks, decorating, clean up, registration, small groups, science activities and a 
photographer. Volunteer now or be ready to say “YES” when asked to help!  
       
 If we have even a portion of volunteers and enthusiasm we demonstrated at the Fish Fry, 
those events would be off the charts, too. Those organizing upcoming events  are busy with 
preparations already.  What a celebration it would be to have 60 people to help with the garage 
sale!  What a celebration it would be to have volunteers for VBS come forward! What a celebration it 
would be to have Sunday School full and all our youth involved in worship and activities! What a 
celebration it would be to have a full bell and choral choir!  
      

 
 There are so many opportunities to glorify God in our church and 
community in our activities, preparations and celebrations! I encourage 
you to be a part of His ministry!  
      
 In His love, 
 Gwynne Barry 
  
 Ministry of Youth and Education 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
    
From the desk of Leslie Eberly …  

AŌer a busy month of March, April came in a bit quieter with fewer school acƟviƟes. 
With the quietness comes the reflecƟon of how much each of the students in our class-
rooms has grown academically, socially and most importantly, spiritually. Students in the  
DK/K classroom are now reading books and wriƟng sentences, learning how to add, how to 
count coins and currently how to measure an object. They know about Jesus and His sacri-
fice for them. We even had a couple ask Jesus into their hearts this year.  

 

With one month leŌ, there are sƟll things that need doing and lessons that need to be 
taught. But we are grateful for the impact our students are making in their own lives and 
in the life of Cross Lutheran School.  

 

We look forward to another busy month as May approaches. It will be filled with fin-
ishing classroom work, field trips, the Arts Extravaganza and graduaƟon. 

 

         



 

 

    
School Blessings 

  

 Sometimes we may wonder if our school is producing good 

results, if it is worth the resources that are devoted to it. 

  Most will agree that nothing is more important than 

giving our children a good start and guiding them to be good and 

productive co-workers with us in God’s kingdom. Recently, Jeanne 

and I have had the opportunity to work with the seventh and eighth 

graders with Mr. Faupel’s guidance.   

 We were fortunate obtain their services at the school auction. We spent most of the day to-

gether on a recent Friday raking leaves, spreading mulch, cleaning trash from the roadside and   

various other spring chores. Each of these students was hard-working, cheerful, and respectful.    

We enjoyed the entire day with them and would gladly do it again without hesitation. 

  The staff at Cross Lutheran School seems to be quite talented at bringing out the best 

in these young people. I normally don’t get very excited about doing spring cleanup work, but these 

students made it fun and enjoyable. They inspired us with their attitude and even guided us through 

prayers at lunchtime. 

  I offer my sincerest congratulations to Mr. Faupel and the rest of the staff on the job 

they are doing. I believe Cross should be gratified to know that our school is providing a high-quality 

education in a sincere religious setting. 

    Mike Sting (Jeanne) 



 

 

 
Cross Lutheran School Board Minutes From  

Thursday, April 9th, 2026 
(To be approved at April 30th Meeting) 

 
   Present: Kevin Stachowiak, Pastor Kevin, David Faupel, Matt Egan,  
   Rita Herford, Michelle Walsh, Katie Wilson, Whitney Peyerk 

 
Pastor Kevin opened in prayer at 6:05 pm. 
Matt made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Whitney. Motion carried. 
Rita made an amendment to the minutes. The $15,000 CD is not earmarked for anything specific  

but is a long term set aside fund.  Matt made a motion to approve the amended minutes, seconded 
by Whitney. Motion carried. No guest presentations.  

 
CEA President’s Report: 

Youth For Christ had some risers that they were not using and donated them to the school. They 
are similar to what we were looking for and will not take up a lot of space to store. Matt Egan is will-
ing to look them over to see if anything needs to be replaced (bolts, screws, etc) and will be putting 
backs on them. Morning with Mom is coming up in May. CEA is asking for recommendations of a 
service project they can do at the school this year. David is going to come up with some ideas. Ideas 
for the scholarship fund were discussed. There will be a budget meeting to discuss WDA funds on 
Tuesday April 28th @ 6pm. 

 
CEA Treasurers Report:  

CEA balance as of 3/28/26 is $73,336.23. 
 

School Treasurer’s Report: 
April 1 Total Balance: $57,767.17 
There is a grant coming in for robotics. David went through the budget for the year. A discussion 

was had about simplifying the way we create and manage the budget for the year. The discussion 
was tabled until we confirm what Heather and the CEA decide to use. 

The need for increasing the Scholarship fund was discussed. $3,000 is needed for the 25-26 
school year. Rita made a motion to move $2,000 from the Miscellaneous Fund to the Scholarship 
Fund. Whitney seconded. Motion carried. A message will be put into the bulletin about the needs for 
the Scholarship Fund. There was a discussion about Subsidized/Free Lunches and the option to 
bring cold lunch. 

 
Principal/s Report: 

There will be a field trip to attend the Willy Wonka Jr performance at Lakers on Friday, April 24th. 
Enrollment is up by 1; we have a new 7th grader attending. Enrollment is 62. 

 
Old Business: 

Walmart Delivery Tips were discussed. Katie made a motion to take $50 petty cash out from Hot 
Lunch each month for delivery driver tips to be used at Marcine's discretion, not to exceed $50 per 
month. Michelle seconded. Motion carried. 

Safety Grant: Getting the system that can have up to 24 cameras and hold close to a year of stor-
age. This is 5x more storage than we currently have. There is about $2,500 remaining from the safe-
ty grant but we need to wait to allocate where those funds are going until we have the final quote 
from the new system installer. 

 
Michelle made a motion for Pastor Kuhl’s proposed pay for counseling in the 2026-27 school year 
from Safety grant money. Motion was seconded by Rita. Motion carried. 
 



 

 

May Calander 
Thurs. 7th  - Morning with Mom 8 am 
Thurs. 14th  - Music & Art Extravaganza 1 & 7 pm 
Fri. 15th   - Picnic & Field Day 11:30 & 2 pm 
Sun. 17th  - Students Sing in Church 
   - 8th grade recognition  
Tues. 19th- Thurs. 21st - 7th - 8th grade D.C. Trip 
Fri. 22nd   - DK-6th grade Crossroad Village 
Mon. 25th  - Memorial Day - No School 
Wed. 27th  - DK-8th grade Bayshore Camp 
Fri. 29th   - Closing Chapel 8:05 am 
   - KDG & 8th Grade Graduation 
   - Last day of School - 1/2 day 

 
 Safety Grant: Getting the system that can have up to 24 cameras and hold close to a year of     
storage. This is 5x more storage than we currently have. There is about $2,500 remaining from the  
safety grant but we need to wait to allocate where those funds are going until we have the final 
quote from the new system installer. 
 
 Michelle made a motion for Pastor Kuhl’s proposed pay for counseling in the 2026-27 school 
year from Safety grant money. Motion was seconded by Rita. Motion carried.  
 
 The recommendation from Church council is to not go forward with the T-mobile offer at this 
time. Church council will discuss again.  
 
New Business: 
 Discussed parking lot concerns. Solutions have been made.  
 
 A discussion was had about the possibility of having the Spring Concert in the Sanctuary. There 
is more sitting space for those watching and it would be a good year to try it with the current echoing 
in the gym. This will be taken to the Church Council to decide if it is a possibility.  
 
 David explained any differences we have with the Lakers Calendar.  Rita made a motion to ac-
cept the 2026-2027 Calendar with the addition of the Winter Dinner Auction date. Seconded by 
Whitney. Motion carried.  
 
5 Year Goals/Plans 
 Kevin reported that all individuals who were invited to join the task force/committee accepted and 
they plan to meet once per month. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Rita at 7:39pm. Seconded by Michelle. Motion carried. 
 
The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Next Meeting is Thursday, April 30th at 5:30pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Michelle Walsh 



 

 

May 
2026 

 

Sunday School 
8:45 am 

Confirmation & 
Communion     
Service 9:30 am 

Mothers Day 

Sunday School 
8:45 am 

Service 9:30 am 

Sunday School 
8:45 am 
Students Sing  
8th grade      
recognition  
Communion  
Service 9:30 am 
Youth Event 
4:30pm 

Service 9:30 am 

Service 9:30 am 

Handbells 5:30pm 

Choir 6:30pm 

Worship & Music 
5:30 pm 

 

Handbells 5:30pm 

Choir 6:30pm 

Handbells 5:30pm 

Choir 6:30pm 

Memorial Day 

NO SCHOOL 

 

Daycare 3 pm 

Council 7 pm  

Chapel 8:05 am 

Mission Outreach 
6:30 pm 

CEA 8:15 am 

Morning with 
Mom 8 am 

Quilters 1 pm 

Music & Art  
Extravaganza       
1 & 7 pm 

Quilters 1 pm 

Picnic & Field Day 
11:30 & 2 pm 

DK-6 Crossroad 
Village 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

DK-8 Bayshore 
Camp 

Closing Chapel 

Last day of 
school -1/2 day  

Chapel 8:05 am 

 

Chapel 8:05 am 

 

--------- 7th & 8th Grade D.C. 

NEWS LETTER 
DUE 

Preschool Gradu-
ation 10am 


