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PROCLAMATION POINTS

The following are some thoughts and questions to be used for a text study on the
weekly lessons, or for jump-starting the imagination of the preacher and hearer
in preparing for the proclamation event.

Isaiah 63:7-14

God’s very nature is one of faithful loving-kindness. The
Hebrew used here is hesed (see Word Study). Isaiah recalls
the times when Israel turned from God in rebellion and
idolatry, looking to other gods to care for them. This grieved
and angered God, but God was never unfaithful to the
covenant promise he made to his people of old.

God’s hesed for Israel — and for us — is nothing less than
his abiding holy presence. God sticks with us, despite the
ways we fail and fall. We have the promise that God is with
us NOW — not only in some past or future moment, under
certain conditions.

That is not to say that we are immune to disaster, hardship,
or the effects of evil around us; instead, it is the sure and
certain promise that God is with us. God’s presence with us
is sufficient to bring light and life from the rubble. In fact, it
is the only thing that can.

- How do we know and experience God’s unfailing presence,
both now and into eternity?

- Why does God continue to draw his people back to him, even
when we rebel and turn away?

Psalm 111

Those who delight in the Lord will be moved to study his
works. They will be inspired to learn all that they can about
him. And when they start to learn more about him, they will
marvel even more at all that he has done for his people. The
Psalmist declares that the Lord is becoming known for his
wondrous deeds. His reputation is expanding beyond the
bounds of Israel. And these works and this reputation will
last for eternity.

But of all the works for which the Lord is known, there is one
that is above all others. He sent redemption for his people.
He saved his people from their sin, from their rebellion and
lostness. The Psalmist may have had one idea about how God
accomplished this. But we know that this was accomplished
once and for all in Christ Jesus. Because of his life, death,
and resurrection, we have come to know God in a way he had
never been fully known before. We know him as the crucified
and risen Lord. And that is who he will be for us forever. That
is what will be known of him to everlasting.

- Apart from Christ what can we know about God?

- What does it mean to know God, not only as Lord of the
Universe, but as your crucified and risen Lord?

Herod, the rascal, was quite religious. Outwardly he did
everything that a good man should. He called in the Wise Men,
the priests and the scribes, but he showed his heart later when he
murdered the innocents.

- Martin Luther -
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Galatians 4:4-7

Paul tells us that in the “fullness of time” God sent his Son
into the world to be born of a virgin. All were under the law,
so Jesus also was born under the law. God’s Son was sent into
the world to fulfill what we could not. His death on the cross
was an intentional action on God’s part to draw all people
to himself and bring an end to our slavery to sin, death, and
the devil. Jesus was “sent forth” to do the will of God and
usher in a new kingdom where our lives are filled with faith.
As those who are adopted into God’s family as his precious
sons and daughters, we are sent forth by Jesus to participate
in his kingdom.
- How is freedom from the oppression of sin a sign of God’s
loving-kindness? In what sense is sin both an internal and
external reality?

- What does it mean that you are “sent forth” just as Jesus was
sent forth?

Matthew 2:13-23

We are shocked and scandalized, and rightly so, as we hear
the news of the slaughter of the innocent children in Herod’s
kingdom. This is true in our own day, too, as we hear stories
of innocent people being killed. We are not immune to this
sort of horror. Our hope is in Emmanuel (God with us), who
brings life out of bloodshed, rubble, murder, and carnage.
The good news for us is that even though evil still exists, it
will be silenced in the fullness of God’s time. This was made
clear in Jesus’ own death on the cross, when three days later
God raised him from the dead.

- Does this story of the murdered innocents trouble your faith?
In what way(s)?

- How does knowing that God will ultimately silence evil help
us to endure and even thrive in the midst of the tragedies of a
still-imperfect world?

Though Jesus escaped the threat of death in his infancy

even as other children did not, his life and ministry would

eventually lead him to the cross of his death. In the fullness

of time, Christ’s death on the cross would be the means he

uses to draw all people to him.

+ How has God used times of tragedy to draw you closer to
himself?

+ Howdoes Christ’s death on the cross redeem and give meaning
to our own suffering?
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