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PROCLAMATION POINTS

The following are some thoughts and questions to be used for a text study on the
weekly lessons, or for jump-starting the imagination of the preacher and hearer in
preparing for the proclamation event.

(The one) who would preach the Gospel must go directly to
preaching the resurrection of Christ. (The one) who
does not preach the resurrection is no apostle,
for this is the chief part of our faith.

-Martin Luther-

Exposition on 1 Peter 1:3, 1522

Exodus 3:1-15

The Lord speaking to Moses through the vision of a burn-
ing bush is one of the more well known stories of scripture.
In this miraculous interaction we learn many things about
God and his intent for his people. He has not forgotten his
covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He is about to
deliver his people from their slavery in Egypt, and Moses is
going to be the agent of this deliverance.

Why was it necessary for God to identify himself to Moses as
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob?

As it had been some time since the people of Israel had
had any contact with the God of their fathers, Moses knew
they would have some questions when he showed up on a
mission to set them free. He assumed the first thing they
would want to know was who had sent him on this mission.
Who was this God who had moved Moses to return from
exile for their sake? It is in response to this question that we
learn God’s name. This is not a name given by others, like
“El Roi” or “El Shaddai,” based on some attribute of God.
This is God’s self identification. “Iam who I am.” This is the
closest we get to a glimpse of the hidden God. But it is more
like a riddle than a revelation.

God is who he is, and if we want to know more than that, we
will have to recall who he was for Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
who he was for Moses and the Israelites, who he was for
Gideon and Deborah, David and Solomon, Isaiah and Amos.
Until finally, we meet him where he most clearly wants to
be known, in Jesus Christ.

- What does God’s name tell us about him? Does his name
prompt more questions that you’d like to ask him?

Psalm 148

The Hebrew word used 13 times in psalm for praise is 155
(halal). It is the root of the word “hallelujah!” In this
psalm it is almost like a cheer that the psalmist is leading!
Imagine how a call and response cheer might sound like for
God:

One: For his name alone is exalted! All: Hallelujah!
One: His majesty is above earth and heaven! All: Hallelujah!
One: He raised up a horn for his people! All: Hallelujah!

One: Everyone, praise the Lord! All: Hallelujah! Praise the
Lord!

In what ways is our worship much like a cheering session for
our beloved Creator? Do people cheer for the Lord the way
they cheer for a favorite team?

2 Thessalonians 2:1-8, 13-17

This passage from 2 Thessalonians begins and ends as a
word of encouragement and hope, but in the middle, things
get a little dicey. It seems that the Thessalonians have been
deceived and perhaps frightened about the “day of the
Lord.” Someone, maybe even someone claiming to speak
on behalf of Paul, has led them to believe that the day of
the Lord is already upon them. This was causing no shortage
of confusion and anxiety among the Thessalonians. Paul
wanted to assure them that the day of the Lord has not yet
arrived. They have no been left out of the loop, so to speak.

- In what ways does this passage remind you of books that
have been written warning people that if they haven’t done
things right then they will be left behind or forgotten? Is
there anything that is helpful in material like that?

Unfortunately, the encouragement Paul gave to the
Thessalonians has actually worked to be a source of anxiety,
fear, speculation, and outright heresy for us. Rather than
focusing on the promises and encouragement, we are
tempted by speculation about just who this “lawless one”
is and whether he has, in fact, appeared in the 2000 years
since this letter was sent.

How does looking for signs of the new age diminish our lives
in this age?

What do we need to know about the coming kingdom? Is the
coming kingdom something we ought to be anxious or wary
about? Why or why not?

Luke 20:27-40

Like Moses and the Thessalonians, some Sadducees wanted
to know a little more than God was interested in revealing.
Moses wanted to know God’s name. The Thessalonians
wanted to know more about the coming age. The Sadducees
wanted the inside story on the resurrection. Of course, they
didn’t really expect an answer to their question. They were
simply trying to point out the absurdity of the whole notion
of resurrection. Levirite marriage provided an entry point
for their objection, “In the resurrection, how will we sort
out who is married to whom?”

How did Jesus’ response signal to the Sadducees what really
matters about the topic of the coming age?
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