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From the Pastor’s desk at Cross Lutheran Church-NALC, 

 Holy Week seems to ask us this same 

question each Church year. “What would you rather 

hear first, the good news or the bad news?” Palm 

Sunday arrives with the good news of Jesus’ 

triumphant entry into Jerusalem. With joy we hear 

the crowds shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of 

David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” (Matthew 21:9)  

The people welcome Jesus as the King who comes 

in the name of the Lord, and for them this is good news, but the bad news will soon 

arrive. “And when he [Jesus] drew near and saw the city, he wept over it…” (Luke 

19:41) 

As we travel further into Holy Week, the celebration of Palm Sunday fades 

and we once again enter a time of uncertainty and darkness with the disciples. We 

sit with Jesus in the shadows of the upper room as He prepares the Last Supper. At 

night, we travel with Him to the Garden of Gethsemane and sleep while He prays 

to His Father in Heaven. Later, we see Jesus arrested and taken away to be 

mocked, spit on, and flogged. We grieve as Jesus is nailed to a cross to die a bitter 

death. We hear His final words, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit! And 

having said this he breathed his last.” (Luke 23:46) We feel the quiet darkness of 

the tomb. But we must not remain in complete sorrow, but remember Jesus’ words. 

“Three days later he will rise.” (Mark 10:34b)  

Throughout Holy Week to Easter Sunday and every day beyond, we need 

to continually hear that God promises to be with us in all our joys and in all our 

sorrows. By Christ’s death on the cross, He broke the bonds of sin, death, and the 

power of the devil opening the way to eternal life for you! In all of the good news 

and bad news, the first news you need to hear is that Jesus Christ is your risen Lord 

and Savior! Through His love for you, ‘your sorrow will turn into joy.’ 

“Alleluia, He is risen! ~ He is risen indeed! ~ Alleluia! 

May the Good News of Easter morning bring to you the sure and certain 

hope of the resurrection to eternal life. May the Good News of Easter morning 

transform your tears of pain and sadness into joy and gladness. And may the Good 

News of Easter morning continue to echo its proclamation in your heart throughout 

this Easter Season and beyond!  

 “…the word of the Lord remains forever. 

And this word is the good news that was preached to you.” (1 Peter 1:25) 

In Christ, Pastor Glenn                                                                                                       
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Apr. 1—Maundy Thursday 

1R – Exodus 24:3-11, P – Psalm 116:12-19, 2R –1 Corinthians 10:16-17, G – Mark 14:12-26 

Apr. 2—Good Friday 

1R—Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12, P – Psalm 22 or 31, 2R – Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9, G – John 18:1 - 19:42 

Apr. 4 - Easter Sunday 

1R  - Isaiah 25:6-9, P – Psalm 16, 2R – 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, G – Mark 16:1-8 

Apr. 11 - Second Sunday of Easter 

1R - Acts 4:32-35, P - Psalm 148, 2R - 1 John 1:1 - 2:2, G - John 20:19-31 

Apr. 18 - Third Sunday of Easter 

1R - Acts 3:11-21, P - Psalm 4, 2R - 1John 3:1-7, G - Luke 24:36-49 

Apr. 25 - Fourth Sunday of Easter 

1R - Acts 4:1-12, P - Psalm 23, 2R - 1 John 3:16-24, G - John 10:11-18 

Preparing for Worship at Cross 

Weekly Devotional April 4, 2021 — Easter Day  
 

(The Lord) will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces and the re-
proach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. - Isaiah 25:8  

 
If you’ve ever had occasion to feel the sickness of shame and guilt, then you know what it means to 
truly need forgiveness. Forgiveness is something that all of humanity yearns for, even if we hear 
some say they don’t need it or don’t care about it. This does not seem plausible. We were created in 
God’s image, to be in relationship with him and with one another, and therefore the quality of those 
relationships is inherently important to all of us. No one likes it when someone is angry with them - it 
leaves us uneasy and it’s hard not to think about. The Good News of Easter is that Christ came to 
put an end to the separation we humans experience with God and with each other. Through sin we 
have all experienced death. Sometimes that death is the death of relationships, or even the death of 
some dream we have in mind. But death affects all of us. Into the life of the world came Jesus, the 
Savior, and through his life, death, and resurrection, God swallowed up death forever. Part of this 
has happened already and part of this eradication of death is yet to come. Through Jesus, God has 
taken away the reproach we deserve. We are sinners in need of grace, and yet through the waters 
of Holy Baptism we are made into new creations. This is all done through the power of Christ’s love 
for us, a love that was nailed to the cross of Calvary, buried in a borrowed tomb, and was made alive 
again three days later. Christ’s love frees us from the gloom of God’s judgment and allows all our 
tears to be wiped away and replaced by pure joy, hope, and new life. It seems that the only way we 
can truly comprehend this grace is to understand the depths of our sinfulness. If we think, “I’m not so 
bad; at least I’ve never murdered anyone or cheated on my taxes or my wife,” then we cannot un-
derstand the depths of our need for forgiveness. But when we are in touch with that need (like the 
publican in Luke 18:9-14), then as Christ offers us his grace we weep with tears of joy and not tears 
of guilt or sorrow. We recognize just what he has done for us, and it is incredible! 
 
Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2021, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by Amy Little. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 Worship Schedule  4/01 Maundy Thursday  w/HC  6:30 p.m. 

  for   4/02 Good Friday    6:30 p.m. 

        Holy Week   4/04 Easter Sunday   w/HC  7:00 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. 
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1 Jarid Heck 

2 Brian Delpiere 

 Wyatt Heck 

3 Katelyn Kretzschmer 

8 Betty Grimaldi 

9 Dani Rae Licht 

10 Jennifer Gardy 

Brigid Trowbridge 

 Doug Richmond 

12 Pat Azarovitz 

 Kevin Grimaldi 

 Lance Schuette 

13  Ellie Rujan 

14 Zac Trost 

17 Shelia Yackle 

 Grace McLean 

19 Kathy Azarovitz 

 Karen Peterson 

 Linda Fietzer 

 Kyle Briggs 

20 Brian Rosenthal 

21 Philip Delpiere 

 Michelle Fritz 

22 Don Schadd 

23 Chandler Rosenthal 

25 Gracey LePage 

 Karmyn Koroleski 

27 Caitie House 

 Brynlee Walsh  

29 Jean Sturm 

30  Vivian Buschlen 

 

4/1 Dave & Janis Elftman, 31 
years 

4/8 John & Lori Smith, 42 years 

4/9 Denny & Leanne Smith, 37   
 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Kind hearts are the gardens. 
Kind thoughts are the roots. 
Kind words are the flowers. 
Kind deeds are the fruits. 

  
Take care of your 
garden 
and keep out the 
weeds. 
Fill it with sunshine, 
kind words and 
kind deeds. 
 

-Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

 

Remember Those at Home... 

Delores Elftman, Elaine Licht, 

Martin Knost, Eunice Richmond. 

 

We Lift Up in Prayer...  

Florence Iddings, Kathy 

Azarovitz, Janis Elftman, Sophia 

Mahoney, Esther Blanchard, 

Suzanne Blanchard, Joyce 

Starkweather, Noah Adams, 

Kyle Walker, Whitney Peyerk, 

Kayle Thepsourinthone,  Kay 

Schuette,  Roberta Danks, Posie 

Tuckey, Corey Messing, Marvin 

Trost, Clark Eidt, Allen Koehler, 

Mary Champion, Kevin Faupel, 

Ezra Sturm, Kim Edler, Deann 

Lewis, Hope Kittel, Marilyn 

Blunt, Margaret McBride and 

Robert Krzeszewski 

Serving of Our Country... 

Nathan Schulz and Ryan 

Schulz, U.S. Marines, sons of 

Lonnie Schulz & grandsons of 

Bonnie Schulz. Nicholas 

Swanson, U.S. Air Force, son of 

Randy & Suzie Swanson & 

grandson of Nancy Schuette. 

Michael Cox, U.S. Navy, son of 

Kim Sears. 

Celebrate 
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 From the Desk of...Karn Brown 

 

Happy Spring from the DK and Kindergarten 
classroom!  We are celebrating Reading Month in full force 
in our room.  We have been so blessed to welcome 
“Mystery Readers” and guest readers to our class to 
read.  Each child has had the opportunity to have someone 
special come in and surprise them and read a beloved 
story.  The class has loved having their special people come 
in and celebrate reading with us!  We have even had some 
special guest readers- including Pastor Glenn- come and 
share their favorite stories.  

Our class—along with the rest of the school—has been 
following the growth of our “Very Hungry Caterpillar.”  To get 
him to grow, students must read and log books read at 
home.  For every book read (or read to them), our class gets 
a circle to add on to the school caterpillar.  As he grows, the 
caterpillar finds special food to eat—and shares his treats 
with the school!  So far, we have gotten to eat cookies, 
participate in a “Read and Feed” and have a popcorn and a 
movie afternoon!  I am so proud of all our excited readers in 
our room!     

As we march on toward Easter, I can’t help but reflect that 
school is looking much more different than this time last 
year.  It is only with the mercy and grace of God that we 
remain in-person at school.  I praise God every day for 
sustaining our school body and for His protection over each 
of us.  I pray that we continue to finish off the year safely 
and healthy at Cross.  Thank you for your continued prayers 
for each of us and for our school.  

April Calendar 

4/1 thru 4/5   Spring Break    

4/6     School Resumes 

4/7     Open House 

4/23   1/2 day of school 
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These gifts were received to 

the glory of God in memory 

or honor of the following 

people: 

In memory of Marilyn Baur, 

for Cross Lutheran Church: 

Tim & Deb Kubacki 

In memory of Mary Willis, for 

Cross Lutheran School: 

Tom & Bernice Shupe 

In memory of Phyllis Love, 

for Cross Lutheran School: 

Tom & Bernice Shupe 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

Worship and Music  

Minutes of March 2, 2021 Meeting 

Members present: Barb Degg – 
Chair, Beth Elston, Pastor 
Glenn, Mike Sting, Pat 
Azarovitz, Peg McCrimmon, 
Karen Schuette 

Meeting opened with a devotion 
and prayer. 

A motion was made by Mike 
Sting and seconded by Pat 
Azarovitz  to accept the 
minutes of the February 2021 
meeting. Motion carried. 

*Organ Update – Mike reported 
that we have not yet heard from 
the Leek Company concerning 
work needed for our organ. We 
will also ask them to come for 
organ tuning. Mike also 
reported that people are 
interested in contributing for 
repairs. While we have an 
organ fund to draw on, any 
work done will cost more that 
the fund total, so that it any 
contributions would be 
welcome. Mike will publicize 
this need. 

*Storage in Church – Mike 
Sting reported in his Properties 
Ministry capacity, that extra 
storage is not needed at this 
time. Each group who stored 
items in the church should 
checking their area and sorting 
out items not needed. 

*Opening and Closing of 
Church on Sunday Mornings – 
was discussed at Council. Kent 
McKenzie volunteered to 
oversee the ushers. 

*Increasing Church Attendance 
and Pew Allocation!!! - Different 
options were discussed. Beth 
stated that the choir loft is 
available to “fill” before 
considering other areas. 

*Crown of Thorns Black 
Banners – will be brought out 
and hung for Maundy Thursday 
and Good Friday. 

*Lenten Devotionals – are 
available through the NALC. 
Since they are about 39 pages 
long they will be available upon 
request from the church office 
or emailed. 

*Palm Sunday palms – we will 
order a much smaller number 
this year for young people 
attending. Procession into 
church that day will consist of 
Acolyte, Pastor and Assisting 
Minister. Flowering plants can 
be ordered for the chancel on 
Easter Sunday. 

Next meeting will be Tuesday, 
April 6, 2021 at 3pm. 

A motion was made by Mike 
Sting and seconded by Pat 
Azarovitz to adjourn. Motion 
carried. 

Adjourned with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted  

Karen Schuette 
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CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 

                           Tuesday, February 9, 2021 

The meeting was called to order by Church Council President, Michael LePage, at 
7:01 p.m. 
Present:  Gretchen Roestel, Krisie Fritz, Pastor Glenn S. Sokolowski, Nancy 
Schuette, Kent McKenzie, Matt Zimmerman, Norman Nelson, and Steve Schulze.   
Guests:   David Faupel and Sarah Brooks.  Nancy Heck arrived late.   
 
DEVOTIONS: 
7 And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is 
my beloved Son; listen to him.” (Mark 9:7) 
  
“Listen to Him!” ‘When the world seems to make no sense, seems crazy or disjointed, we need more than 
ever to simply stop and be still and try to hear what God is saying in the midst of it all…In doing so, we’ll 
get a clearer understanding of what God intends for us.’ Pastor closed devotions with prayer. 
 
AGENDA:  Kent McKenzie made a Motion to approve the Agenda as presented, seconded by Matt Zim-
merman.  Motion carried. 
 
MINUTES:     Norman Nelson made a Motion to approve the January Minutes as presented, seconded by 
Gretchen Roestel.  Motion carried 
 
OFFICER REPORTS:   
 
Mike LePage, President gave his report as follows: 

Mike and Nancy Heck is actively pursuing a replacement for Carol Diener.  It will be extremely hard to 
replace Carol for the budged amount of $9,000.00.   

A new drum was installed in the office printer at no cost per the service contract. Thumb Bank donated a 
used printer/copier to Cross Lutheran.  Cross will include both printer/copiers on the current mainte-
nance agreement. 

 
A motion was made by Nancy Schuette requesting that the printer/copier maintenance contract be 
continued for Ricoh MCP 3004 through Applied Imaging, seconded by Matt Zimmerman.  Motion 
carried.    
 
Krisie Fritz, Secretary – Communications:  Received a thank you from Gwynne Barry regarding the 
Christmas gift she received.  Received a thank you from Whitney Peyerk and family for the gifts and pray-
ers. 
 
Nancy Heck, Treasurer – Mike LePage gave Nancy’s report as presented. 
 
Motion was made by Krisie Fritz to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented, seconded by Matt 
Zimmerman.   Motion carried. 
 
GUESTS PRESENTATIONS AND REQUESTS: 
 
David Faupel gave his School Report as follows: 

39 Students  (lost 1 family in January). 
Completed teacher evaluations, and all did exceptionally well.   We have a great staff. 
Basketball continues (3 more games).    
School will be closed on Friday, February 12th and Monday, February 15th.   Cross Lutheran School fol-

lows Lakers schedule.    
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Sarah Brooks gave her Early Childhood Center Report as follows: 

47 families in day care. Sarah currently has 5 holds to start day care.  The 5 babies will start attending be-
tween the end of July and September. 

Sarah is actively looking for grants and will apply for any PPP money that becomes available in the future. 
  

ADVISOR’S REPORTS: 
Pastor’s Report: 

(1) funeral service 
Youth Sound Booth and Acolyte training 
Nominating Committee meeting 
(2) members requesting membership release 
Weekly Worship Service CD and DVD delivery 

 
A Motion was made by Matt Zimmerman requesting that Gwen Ovcen be released from Cross Luther-
an Church to Salem United Methodist Church and Ginny Trost Machowicz be released from Cross Lu-
theran Church to First United Methodist Church, seconded by Kent McKenzie.  Motion carried. 

 
School Board Report:   Gretchen Roestel reported that Kevin Stachowiak has been appointed as a non-
member advocate for the school. 
 
MINISTRIES REPORTS – TRUSTEES: 
Property:   Matt Zimmerman gave his report as follows: 

Busy moving things around to make room for the renovations. 
Construction project started.    

Worship & Music:   Pastor Sokolowski gave his report as follows: 
Pastor reported that upcoming services are planned out.  Ash Wednesday service will be at 6:30 p.m. 

There will be a service on Maundy Thursday and on Good Friday, both at 6:30 pm, and two Easter ser-
vices at 7:00 am and 9:30 a.m.    

Stewardship:  Norman Nelson had nothing to report. 
Mission Outreach:   Nancy Schuette – no meeting held. 
Parish Life:   Nancy Schuette – no meeting held.   
Youth & Education:  Steve Schulze –no meeting held. Pastor reported that Jean Sturm and Gwynne Barry 
will be presenting new Bibles to our youth. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

Phone System - Steve Schulze installed phone system and all is working well. 
Day Care Project – Mike LePage reported that Clint Braun has started the renovation project, and all is 

going well.   A decision will need to be made as to flooring (bids will be obtained).    Matt Zim-
merman’s Company will be doing the wiring.  Day Care is financially responsible for their room and 
the rest of the renovations will be the responsibility of Cross Church. 

Scooter donated by Clark Eidt – It was decided after the last meeting that this scooter would assist 
Kayle Thepsourinthone through her recovery. 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

Annual Meeting – Pastor will email the Annual Reports to Cross members prior to Sunday’s meeting. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS:  
Recognition of retiring Council Members – A big thank you to Kent McKenzie and Gretchen Roestel 

for their years of service to the Cross Lutheran Church Council. 
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Property Committee Monthly 

The property committee has been very busy this past month.  Most of you have seen the progress 
in the connector hallway. The office wall has been moved to provide a larger room for the infants.  
Wiring has been modified to accommodate the new spaces as well as provide communication links 
to what will be Pastor Glenn’s new office (former counting room).  Final repairs and shelving are be-
ing completed around the monitor in the overflow.  The fluorescent fixtures in the church and offices 
are being converted to LED lighting to provide a better quality of light at a lower cost on the utility 
bill.  The sound booth continues to provide good service with a few kinks being worked out from 
time to time.   

Other minor repairs have been accomplished including exterior flashing (wind damage), ceiling re-
pair in classrooms and cracks in parsonage drywall.   

Moving forward, we will continue with the connector remodel by installing carpeting and getting the 
secretary moved to her permanent location.  Once that is done, the pastor’s old office can be refur-
bished with paint and carpet and will become the new office for the financial secretary and school 
administrators.  The infant room will be finished shortly with the exception of the egress window.  
Once the contractor installs that, the day care will be moved from the family room.  When the dust 
settles in the connector, we will continue to get Pastor Glenn installed in the new office and consider 
new uses for the family room. 

As always, we serve at the pleasure of the congregation and appreciate your patience during this 
time of rearrangement as well as your comments and suggestions. 

Yours in Christ, 

Mike Sting for the Property Committee 

 

Believing in 
Sometimes we get caught up in thinking we need to understand God in order to have faith. But faith 

is more about trust than knowledge; it’s more about believing in someone than believing infor-

mation. A child, for instance, doesn’t have to know the precise roads to Grandma’s house; he only 

needs to believe in his parents and their ability and desire to get him there safely. Similarly, we 

need not understand all the intricacies of how God works; we can take a cue from the disciples and 

let belief in the risen Christ transform and empower us. 

  

In the words of Madeleine L’Engle (The Rock That Is Higher): “The disciples 

did not bother to try to understand the resurrection body. They doubted, and 

then they believed. They believed something so wonderful that it changed this 

broken, fragmented, beaten-down little group of men and women in a mo-

ment from depression to enthusiasm, from despair to new life, vibrant and un-

afraid.” 

Next Council Meeting – Next meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 9, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Good things from around the table was shared by all.       
 
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Krisie Fritz, Secretary 
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Women’s Bible Study - April 
Wednesday, April 14, 2021 ~ 1:30 p.m. 

We will meet at the Cross Lutheran Church 

parsonage to watch the movie 

 

WAR ROOM: PRAYER IS A POWERFUL 

WEAPON 

[A Kendrick Brothers Production]. 

Please contact LuAnne Sokolowski  

(989) 453-3053 by Tuesday, April 13, 2021, 

if you plan to attend. 

All women are invited. 

Please follow COVID guidelines. 

WAR ROOM: 
PRAYER IS A POWERFUL WEAPON 

[A summary] by Chris Fabry (Goodreads Author) 

Tony and Elizabeth Jordan have it all — great 

jobs, a beautiful daughter, and their dream 

house. But appearances can be deceiving. Their 

world is actually crumbling under the strain of a 

failing marriage. While Tony basks in his 

professional success and flirts with temptation, 

Elizabeth resigns herself to increasing bitterness. 

But their lives take an unexpected turn when 

Elizabeth meets her newest client, Miss Clara, a 

wise, older widow who challenges Elizabeth to 

start fighting for her family instead of fighting 

against her husband. 

From the award-winning creators 

of Fireproof and Courageous comes War Room, 

a compelling drama with humor and heart that 

explores the power that prayer can have over 

marriages, parenting, careers, friendships, and 

every other area of our lives. [approximately 120 

minutes viewing time] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Worship and Music 

The committee would like to bring it to the con-
gregation’s attention that planning is underway 
to consider needed repairs and desired im-
provements to our pipe organ.  The organ has 
served faithfully since the ‘60s and has had 
one maintenance period during all that time 
aside from regular tuning.  Like all of us at a 
certain age, the organ has parts that need re-
pair so that it can continue to serve us well into 
the future.  The bellows leather is showing 
signs of wear and needs to be reinforced to 
prevent failure.  The shades which actually 
control volume (and are not classy eyewear) 
have some non-functioning segments and 
should be upgraded to a digital motor control 
system.  The console could also use improve-
ments to give the organist better control over 
settings by using digital presets and other en-
hancements.  These could include the use of 
MIDI which would provide an interface to other 
electronic devices such as keyboards and re-
cording and playback options. 

The committee is examining all possibilities 
and is gathering data from several vendors in 
order to eventually make a recommendation to 
council and the congregation.  We are bringing 
this to your attention now to make it clear that 
the organ is not a ‘dead’ instrument and that 
any pledges that are made to the organ fund 
will be put to good and productive use. 

Currently there is no active drive directed to-
ward achieving these goals.  However, it is our 
intention to have some definite recommenda-
tions within the year. 

It is the committee’s goal to care for the organ 
and refurbish it in a way that will support our 
traditional music and worship as well as em-
brace changes to bring modern music into our 
repertoire.  It is our desire to create a comforta-
ble space for all to praise our risen Lord. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria 
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Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 

200 Ruppert Street 

Pigeon, MI 48755-0050 

www.crosslutheranpigeon.org 

The very first Easter taught us this: 

Life never ends and love never dies. 


