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From the Pastor’s desk at Cross Lutheran Church-NALC, 

“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good 

pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your 

possessions, and give to the needy.  

Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow 

old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, 

where no thief approaches and no moth destroys.  

For where your treasure is,  

there will your heart be also.”  (Luke 12:32-34) 

Trophies, ribbons, and awards. Oh, my! Do you remember when you 

first learned of the importance of being “the best of the best?” You know, running 

faster, jumping higher, hitting farther than anyone else, and scoring the most points. 

And the proof of these accomplishments were coveted and cherished trophies, 

ribbons, and awards. These were things to display on a shelf, to hang on the wall, or 

wear on your chest. For me, I learned from others that these things were convincing 

proof that I was someone who had actually accomplished something. 

I remember how proud I was to earn my first award. It was a green ribbon 

with gold lettering that proclaimed, “Fifth place: Shotput.” Looking back, I believe 

that there were only five contestants throwing the shot put at that track meet. The 

second award was a similar red ribbon that I received at a Junior High Intramural 

Basketball Tournament: 2nd place. I remember sitting on the bench most of those 

games, but I did experience an emotional high getting to “play” in the last 30 seconds 

of one game. My last year in Junior High I received a 1st place ribbon when 

competing in a wrestling tournament. The truth is that there were only two of us in the 

heavyweight division and my opponent forfeited the match by not showing up. 

During high school I briefly played football, basketball, and baseball, but I 

only earned my numerals. Now I look back a little saddened that I graduated without 

the letter and the letter jacket, but if I had, I’m sure that the jacket would probably be 

a little snug now anyway. (Our sons and daughters all earned athletic letters and had 

letter jackets, so I’m happy with their successes!) 

But my favorite sport was bowling! How proud I felt when I finally bowled 

on a winning team and earned my first bowling trophy! I loved bowling so much that 

I eventually bowled three nights a week and volunteered to be both the recording and 

financial secretary of the bowling league. My responsibilities were confirming weekly 

scores and totals and then posting them before the next week. And at the annual 

bowling banquet, I coordinated all of the arrangements including reserving the 

banquet hall, selecting the menu, and ordering and presenting the trophies and awards. 

I loved bowling! 

Through those years, I earned many bowling trophies. Soon they were all 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Preparing for Worship 

June 4 - Holy Trinity Sunday 

1R – Genesis 1:1 -2:4, P – Psalm 8, 2R –Acts 2:14, 22-36, G – Matthew 28:16-20 

June 11 - Second Sunday after Pentecost 

1R - Hosea 5:15 - 6:6, P – Psalm 119:65-72, 2R – Romans 4:13-25, G – Matthew 9:9-13 

June 18 - Third Sunday after Pentecost 

1R - Exodus 19:2-8, P - Psalm 100, 2R - Romans 5:6-15, G - Matthew 9:35 - 10:8 (9-20) 

June 25 - Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

1R - Jeremiah 20:7-13, P – Psalm 91:1-10 (11-16), 2R – Romans 6:12-23, G – Matthew 10:5, 21-33 

July 2 - Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

1R - Jeremiah 28:5-9, P - Psalm 119:153-160, 2R - Romans 7:1-13, G - Matthew 10:34-42 

July 9 - Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

1R - Zechariah 9:9-12, P - Psalm 145:1-14, 2R - Romans 7:14-25, G - Matthew 11:25-30 

July 16 - Seventh Sunday aftrer Pentecost 

1R - Isaiah 55:10-13, P - Psalm 65:(1-8) 9-13, 2R - Romans 8:12-17, G - Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 

July 23 - Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

1R - Isaiah 44:6-8, P - Psalm 119:57-64, 2R - Romans 8:18-27, G - Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

July 30 - Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

1R - Deuteronomy 7:6-9, P - Psalm 125, 2R - Romans 8:28-39, G - Matthew 13:44-52 

displayed on a large shelf in the living room. (Yes, my shotput and basketball ribbons were there, too!) It was quite 

the exhibit of personal accomplishments, but over time I found that if I wanted to keep them, I had to clean and dust 

them myself. Somehow the luster of my trophies and awards began to fade. They didn’t seem as important as they 

once did. 

When our youngest son turned 11 years old, we celebrated the day by having his birthday party at the local 

bowling alley. His friends were having a good time trying to knock down as many pins as possible with each throw 

and I must say that they were pretty good. LuAnne and I kept score (before automatic scoring) of how many 

doubles and “turkeys” were thrown as well as gutter balls and splits. After they had finished playing and sat down 

to eat “birthday pizza,” I quickly went back home to make labels of each person’s name as well as something that 

they had accomplished. The trophy shelf back home was now empty as I arrived back at the bowling alley with a 

boxful of awards. To their surprise, each young bowler received their own trophy with a freshly made label 

covering the former owner’s name. That was about 25 years ago, but I still remember all their smiles as they 

proudly held their trophies high…the trophies that I once held higher than I should have… 

And now…each time I hear a familiar hymn, I am reminded of all the trophies, ribbons, and awards that all 

of us cling to at times in our own lives. Trophies, ribbons and awards that only tarnish and collect dust.  

Yet with all that we have done and all that we have accomplished, all our “trophies” will one day be laid down, and 

their importance will soon be forgotten… 

“On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, 

the emblem of suff’ring and shame 

And I love that old cross where the dearest and best, 

for a world of lost sinners was slain. 

So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, 

till my trophies at last I lay down 

I will cling to the old rugged cross, 

and exchange it someday for a crown” 

(The Old Rugged Cross, Words and Music: George Bennard) 

In His service, Pastor Glenn 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Celebrate 

June Birthdays 2023 

5 Cory Cucinello 

6 Kristy Carriveau 

 Rylee Fritz 

7 Kayla Blunt 

9 Jacob Kretzschmer 

 Norah Licht 

10 Cody Cucinello 

 Kim Delpiere 

 Betty Licht 

11 John House 

12 Jeff Elston 

15 Michael Koroleski 

16 Kevin Sturm 

17 Brian Smith 

 Molly Smith 

 Kari Halvorsen 

18 Allen Collison 

 Mike Fritz 

20 David McAlpine 

 Reid Zimmerman 

22 Shirley Deering 

23 Chris Schuette 

 Noah Smith 

24 Riley Shupe 

25 Logan Richmond 

 Jim Schuette 

 John Schuette 

 April Bieniek 

26 Katie Licht 

28 Joshua Krzeszewski 

 

June Anniversaries 2023 

3 Mike & Lorraine LePage, 45 yr 

5 George & Linda Gardy, 52 yr 

9 Pr. Glenn & LuAnne 
 Sokolowski, 28 years 

10 Eric & Jennifer Gardy, 17 years 

11 Don & Kim Schadd, 18 years 

12 Trevor & Kristy Carriveau, 19 
years 

12 Marvin & Alice Trost, 58 years 

17 Richard & Carole Mead, 62 yr 

18 Jack & Pam Sturm, 51 years 

21 Tico & Kayle Thepsourinthone, 
 9 years 

22 Randy & Cindy Buchholz, 49 yr 

22  Dale & Donna Schuette, 60 yr 

24 Doug & Robin Stack, 45 years 

25 Jason & Sarah Shaw, 3 years 

July Birthdays 2023 

2 Hogan Halvorsen 

3 Nancy Heck 

 Caroline Krzeszewski 

7 Mike Eden 

 Jordon Gunden 

9 Adam Fritz 

 Robbi Shaffer 

10 Nate Licht 

 Mike Trost 

12 Mike Otto 

13 Collin Schuette 

 Eleanor King 

 Mirah Yackle 

14 Grant Buchholz 

 Kim Fritz 

 Evelyn Hill 

 Elizabeth Hill 

15 Kay Schuette 

19 Bill Hurdelbrink 

 Erica King 

20 Susan Licht 

22 William Renn 

 Hazel Messing 

 Saige Messing 

23 Pam Sturm 

24 Patricia Cucinello 

 Kavin Decker 

27 Russell Barry 

 Henry Trost 

 Pr. Glenn Sokolowski 

28 Jameson Heck 

29 George Gardy 

30 Sarah Shaw 

 Blaine Buchholz 

 Darrin Schuette 

July Anniversaries 2023 

1 Brian & Tina Edler, 17 years 

4 Peg & David McCrimmon, 16 
 years 

10 John & Jacqueline Finneren, 
 47 years 

12 Bob & Linda Tate, 48 years 

15 John & Linda Shope, 13 years 

 Kevin & Lori Trost, 17 years 

17 Josh & Caroline Krzeszewski, 
 12 years 

20 Jeff & Beth Elston, 27 years 

21 Randy & Suzanne Swanson, 
 32 years 

21 Jeff & Kim Buchholz, 16 years 

22 Troy & Leanne Schuette, 34 
 years 

24 Tim & Michelle Fritz, 24 years 

27 Don & Donna Wheeler, 49 yr 

30 Mark & Brenda Kretzschmer, 
 29 years 

30 Ben & Michelle Walsh, 12 yr 
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From the Desk of...David Faupel 

May was a busy month as we wrapped up the 2022-

2023 school year!  On May 11 we hosted an Arts 

Extravaganza for parents and guests.  This event 

included performances by band and piano students and 

a musical presented by DK-5th grade students.  Artwork 

from throughout the year was also on display.  We are 

blessed with wonderful music and art teachers, and our 

students are blessed with opportunities to experience 

these things. 

On May 19 we held a family picnic and field day.  The rain held off long enough to be able to eat 

outside and do a few activities before moving inside.  Students and families were able to participate 

in some fun activities including sack races, tug of war, Just Dance, and more.  It was a fun day. 

The last day of school was May 26.  Closing Chapel was held and included Kindergarten and 8th 

grade graduations.  Gwynne Barry was also recognized for her 41 years of teaching at Cross 

Lutheran School.  Mrs. Barry will be greatly missed, though we know she will still be around to visit, 

substitute, and participate in many school activities for many years to come.  However, it is still 

hard to imagine her not being here full-time next year.  She has been a faithful, joyful, energetic, 

and loving presence in the school, sharing the love of Jesus with hundreds of students and families 

over the years. 

Though we do not yet know who it will be, God will bring the right person to fill the position.  He 

brought Mrs. Barry here 41 years ago (she was Miss Buschlen back then), and he will provide the 

next person too.  Fear not! 

Cross Lutheran School continues to be a place where the Word of God is proclaimed and students 

are guided to love, to learn, and to live under the grace of God’s forgiveness.  Thank you for your 

continued support of this crucial ministry.  I pray that you have a blessed summer. 

June/July Calendar 

 

 

 

 

6/12 thru 6/15 VBS 
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THOSE IN NEED OF CONTINUED PRAYER 

Michael Eden, Terry Sturm, Clark Elftman, Hannah Britt, 

Dave Licht, Cordelia Trost, John Finneren, Tom Shupe, 

Whitney Peyerk, Dorothy Henne, Joe Stodola, Matt Edler, 

Larry Adams,  Al Collison, Rachel Higgins, Anna House, 

Susan Beller, Hope Kittel, Inez Buchholz, Noah Adams, Kyle 

Walker, Kay Schuette, Roberta Danks, Posie Tuckey, Corey 

Messing, Marvin Trost, Kevin Faupel, Ezra Sturm, 

Deann Lewis, Kayle Thepsourinthone, Robert Krzeszewski, 

Dolores Elftman, and Martin Knost. 

THOSE IN THE HONORABLE SERVICE OF OUR 
COUNTRY 

Michael Cox (U. S. Navy), and Alex Moyer (U.S. Marines) 

 

 

 

 

In memory of Lydia Decker for 
Cross Building fund: 
Kevin & Deb Ohlrogge 

             ~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Save the date for 
Cross VBS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED!! 
 

Vacation Bible School is 
approaching fast and we are 
still looking for lots of 
volunteers to help (6th grade 
and up). VBS is June 12th-
15th from 9-11:30. There are 
volunteer sign up sheets on 
the welcome desk in the 
overflow, you can call/text 

Rebecca Yackle @ 989-551-8022, or 
email becca_jean_1999@yahoo.com.  We are 
having a VBS meeting Thursday, June 1st at 3pm. 

 

Summer Office hours will be 

Tuesday thru Thursday from 

9:00 am until 2:00 pm.  

These hours will start on 

June 6th until the week of 

August 21st when normal 

hours resume. 

mailto:becca_jean_1999@yahoo.com


6 

 

CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 

                    Tuesday, May 9, 2023 

 

The meeting was called to order by Matt Zimmerman at 7:00 pm 

Present:  Matt Zimmerman, Kim Sears, John House, Norm Nelson, Jason 

Shaw, Nancy Schuette, Al Licht, and Pastor Glenn S. Sokolowski & Dick 

Koehler.  Absent: Kristy Carriveau. 

 

Guests:  David Faupel, Jessica Schwartz, Karen Schuette, Lindsay 

Stachowiak, Beth Elston & Phil Schadd 

 

DEVOTIONS:   Pastor shared a devotion and prayer. 

 

AGENDA: Dick Koehler made a motion to approve the Agenda, 

seconded by Nancy Schuette, Motion carried. 

 

MINUTES:  Jason Shaw made motion to approve the Minutes, seconded by Kim Sears.  Motion carried. 

  

STAFF REPORTS: 

Cross School: David Faupel, Principal 

 Arts Extravaganza this Thursday. 

 May 19th is family picnic & field day. 

 May 26th is the last day of school. 

 Hallway access doors will have a buzzer system to access the building during school hours. 

 Expected 2023/2024 enrollment is 64 students. 

 

Daycare: Jessica Schwartz, Director. 

 Daycare Center is full. 

 Looking at emergency response training, staff only. 

 Renewing license for Daycare center. 

 

OFFICER REPORTS:   

Matt Zimmerman, President - Nothing to report.    

Kristy Carriveau, Secretary – Nothing to report.   

Kim Sears, Treasurer: 

 Reported that income is above budget by $16,484.71.  Motion was made by Norm Nelson to accept the 

treasurer’s report, seconded by Dick Koehler, motion carried. 

 

PASTOR’S REPORT:   

 Bible Study averaging 20 people per class. 

 Confirmation was last Sunday. 

 Pastor on vacation at the end of May. 

 

(Continued on page 7) 
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SCHOOL BOARD REPORT:   

Dick Koehler, School Board President - no report 

 

MINISTRY REPORTS – TRUSTEES 

Property: Al Licht 

 Properties Committee recommend Summit Fire Protection (or another contractor) inspection every 6 

months. 

 Discussion of roof repair needs and fundraising challenges.  Will get on the roofing contractor’s 

schedule. 

Music & Worship: John House  

 All items covered in new business below. 

Stewardship: Norm Nelson 

 Norm provided a breakdown of benevolence offerings. 

Mission Outreach: Nancy Schuette 

 Outreach plans to discuss the garage sale at the next meeting. 

Parish Life: Nancy Schuette  

 Upcoming Coffee Hour events discussed.  

Youth: Jason Shaw 

 Vacation Bible School is upcoming. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:   

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 Covenant agreement proposal for organist, vocal & bell choir director shared with council.  

 Discussion on organ repair proposal & fundraiser was presented by Beth Elston. 

 Lindsay Stachowiak presented a proposal for the playground equipment.  Proposed installation for 

summer 2024.  Equipment would be funded entirely by the CEA.  Motion made by Kim Sears, seconded 

by Jason Shaw to approve ordering the playground equipment.  Motion carried. 

 Motion made by Richard Koehler, seconded by Jason Shaw to approve the Hot Lunch Director contract. 

 

Next Council Meeting – Tuesday, June 13th, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 9:15 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, Phil Schadd 
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Cross Lutheran School Board Minutes from: 

May 4, 2023  (To be approved at June meeting) 

Members present: Dick Koehler, David Faupel, Rebecca Yackle, Kevin Trost, Kevin 

Stachowiak, Michelle Walsh Abs. Eileen Johnson, Pastor Glenn 

The meeting was called to order by President Dick Koehler at 5:35 pm.  Prayer was led by 

David Faupel 

Agenda:  A motion was made by Michelle to accept the agenda, seconded by Kevin T. and carried. 

Minutes: A motion was made by Rebecca, seconded by Michelle to approve the minutes of April 13, 2023. 

The motion passed. 

Guests: No Guests 

Treasurers’ Reports: 

 School Balance:  $ 93,341.49 

 CEA/PTO Balance: $52,292.87 

 Hot Lunch: $3,861.59 

 A motion was made by Kevin T. and seconded by Rebecca to accept the Treasurers’ Reports. 

 The motion was carried. 

CEA President’s Report: 

 Michelle reported that the Mom to Mom sale went very well.  There will be an upcoming Field Day on 

May 19.  A new fundraising event for the May 60 Challenge has been started.  Each student is responsible 

for filling 10 pledge squares for $10 each.  Each classroom that meets this goal will be rewarded with a pizza 

party.  Exceed this goal, and ice cream will also be served.  Achieving the school goal can generate $6600 in 

donations.   

 The 2023/2024 school calendar of CEA events has been started.  More to come on this later. 

 Jeremy and Nicole Licht have been running a “mobile concession stand” at the soccer games.  

Weather has been atrocious for the previous couple of weeks, but improved weather at the next games is 

likely to generate additional revenue. 

Principal’s Report: 

Students Registered for 2022-2023 is now 66. 

DK/K: 16       1st and 2nd: 19 3rd-5th: 19 6th- 8th: 12 

 

Advanced registration for 2023-2024 is now 64. 

DK: 2    KDG: 9 1st: 9 2nd: 10 3rd: 8 4th: 5  5th: 8 6th:5 7th:3 8th:5 

Old Business: 

 Statement of Faith-Pastor has a copy of tentative statement and will give it back to the board to review. 

 Dress Policy for faculty, students, and visitors-no update 

 The current projected enrollment for the 2023/24 school year is nearly identical to the current 2022/23 

class size.  Therefore, an additional teacher/classroom will be put on hold this year.  Other plans for hiring 

additional staff are still in place. 
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New Business 

 The contract for the Hot Lunch Director has been updated.  Motion to approve the updated contract was 

made by Michelle and seconded by Kevin T. and passed. 

 The CEA has elected a specific playground structure which can be purchased at a special sale price if a 

deposit is made by June 30 and the balance paid near the time of installation (summer of 2024).  A mo-

tion was made by Michelle and seconded by Kevin T. to recommend to Church Council to allow the CEA 

to pay the deposit.  Motion passed. 

 A motion was made by Michelle, seconded by Rebecca and passed to provide pizza for the staff        

End-Of-Year Party. 

 Grant money was received to purchase and install new equipment which includes  

New computers (desktops and laptops) for teachers 

Whiteboards 

Touch Screen Panels 

Flexible Seating 

A motion was made by Michelle and seconded by Kevin T. to adjourn at 6:38pm. Motion carried. 

The meeting closed with The Lord’s Prayer. 

The date of the May meeting will be June 1, 2023 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

The annual Cross Church Family 

Garage Sale will be held June 8th-

10th. When spring cleaning, keep 

this in mind.    Items can be dropped 

off June 3rd & 4th from 9 am - noon, 

June 5th 9 am - 7 pm, June 6th 9 am 

- 3 pm.  Clothing must be clean (no 

spots or stains), gently worn and in 

good condition.  Sorry, we will NOT 

be accepting TV’s, computers, elec-

tronics, large appliances, large 

Christmas trees, shoes, & books.  

Many helping hands will be needed 

the week of the garage sale.   We 

ask that you consider helping-

signup sheets are on the desk.  

Food, snacks and bottled water are 

needed throughout the week for our 

workers. If you wish to donate,    

signup sheets are also on the desk.   
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Worship and Music Ministry 

May 2, 2023 

 

Motion by Mike and seconded by John to forward a Covenant Agreement (employment) form to 
Church Council. Passed. Karen will present this to Council on May 9 along with the music department jobs 
descriptions we recommended in April. 

 

Fundraising for organ repair – Beth brought to us ideas for raising money to maintain and possibly upgrade 
the organ. She will bring this to Council for approval. We will be discussing a plan to implement these ideas 

 

All Music licenses will be kept in the church office. 

 

Next Meeting – Wednesday, June 14, 2023 at 3 pm. 

Mission Outreach Ministry 
May 17, 2023 

 
The meeting of the Mission Outreach was called to order by Krisie Fritz.  Those in attendance were Krisie Fritz, 
Lori Smith Tonja Nelson, Lorraine LePage, Kim Delpiere, Sandy Haley and Trustee Nancy Schuette.  A prayer 
was given by Krisie Fritz. 
 
The secretary’s report was read and approved.  A thank you from Arnold Koehn was read.  He thanked our 
group for the donation to help support the Lutheran Hour that spreads God’s word over the radio. Lori Smith 
gave the treasurer’s report.  It was approved as read.  Lori has resigned from the treasurer’s position and a 
motion was made by Kim Delpiere to have Lorraine LePage as the new treasurer.  The motion was seconded 
by Sandy Haley.  Motion approved.  Krisie Fritz will also have her name put on the checking account. 
 
Coffee hours for the rest of this year were scheduled.  The dates are September 17 th (Mission Sunday), 
October 15th (donations to go for the OCC), and November 19th (donations to go for shoebox shipping). 
 
Mission Sunday is being planned for September 17th.  A motion by Lorraine LePage was made to have Aaron 
Shupe as our speaker on that Sunday.  It was seconded by Lori Smith.  Aaron is a missionary in Africa and will 
be home at that time to visit his family.  A monetary collection will be taken at the door to support them with 
their missionary work.  Nancy Schuette will take it to church council to get approval to have Aaron as our 
speaker.  We will have coffee hour after the service and the money will be given to him for his mission work. 
 
The garage sale plans are being finalized.  Flyers are being distributed around the area to inform the public of 
this event as well as an ad in the Huron County View.  A signup sheet for workers as well as food and drink 
donations is on the welcome desk at church.  Thrivent Funds were applied for and approved.  Setup will be 
either Thursday, June 1st or Friday, June 2nd.  It will be announced when scheduled.  Help will be needed for 
this as well as the following days:  Saturday, June 3rd from 9 to noon; Sunday, June 4th from 9 to noon; 
Monday, June 5th from 9 to 7; Tuesday June 6th from 9 to 3; Wednesday, June 7th 9am til done pricing; 
Thursday, June 8th from 9 to 5; Friday, June 9th from 9 to 5; and Saturday, June 10th from 9 to noon. 
 
Next meeting will be Saturday, June 10th during the garage sale.  Chair project will be discussed. 
 
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Tonja Nelson 
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